
PAPUA. 

No. III. of 1918. 

'AN ORDINANCE 
Relating to the Public Service. 

\ 
[RESERVED 5TH SEPTEMBER, 1917; 

AssENTED TO 10TH JANUARY, 1918.] <a.) 

BE it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Territory of Papua, with the advice and' consent of 

the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :-

PART I.- PRELIMINARY. 

1. ( 1) This Ordinance may be cited as the shortTitiea nd 

S · Q d · 1917 coinmence-'t£pe1·anm£atwn 1' mance, . m ent. 

(2) It shall commence on a day to be fixed. by 
the Lieutenant-Governor by proclamation published in-'the 
Gazette. 

2. This Ordinance is divided into Parts as follows : Division. 

PART I.- PRELIMINARY. 

PART H .-RETIREMENT OF OFFICERS IN CERTAIN 

CASES. 

PART III.-SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND 

GRATUITIES. 

PART IV.-SuPERANNUATION FuND AccouNT. 

PART V.-GENERAL. 

(a ) Da te a ssented to by· the Governor-General. Assent notified in Gazette No. 3 of Oth 
March, 1918. 
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2 Superannuation Ordinance, 1917. 

Interpretation. 3. In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise 

Optional 
retirement 
at fifty-four. 

Retirement 
after twenty 
years service. 

Voluntary 
r etirement 
through ill­
health before 
fifty-four. 
Of. Q. 53 Vic., 
No. 10, s . 45. 

indicates-

" Board " means the Superannuation Fund 
Board constituted under this Ordinance. 

''Lieutenant-Governor'' means the Lieutenant­
Governor with the advice of the Executive 
Council. . 

" Officer " means any person (including the 
Lieutenant-Governor) in the Public Service 
of the Territory in receipt of a fixed annual 
salary paid out of Revenue or out of any 
~pecial Fund with the exceptions follow­
mg:-
Officers other than medical officers whose 

whole time is not required to be engaged 
in the Public Service ; 

Persons· engaged under agreement for a 
specified period ; 

Persons w h,ose service is terminable by 
notice -either on the part of the Govern­
ment or of such person ; 

Female officers and employees ; 

Any officer or class of officers excepted by 
the Lieutenant-Governor from the oper­
ation of this Ordinance. 

pART !I.-RETIREMENT OF OFFICERS IN CERTAIN CASES. 

4. Every officer who attains the age of fifty-four 
years may retire from the Service. 

5. Any officer who has completed twenty years ser­
vice may retire from the Service at any age. 

6. When an officer owing' to mental or bodily 
infirmity desires to retire from the Service before he has 
attained the age of fifty-four years or completed twenty 
years service and produces medical evidence that he is 
by reason of such infirmity incapable of discharging the 
duties of his office and that such infirmity is likely to be 
permanent the Lieutenant-Governor if he thinks proper 
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Superamwation Orclinancc, 1917. 

so to do may permit the officer to retire from the 
Service. Provided that the Lieutenant-Governor . may 

·require him to be . examined by a Government medical 
officer or other duly qualified medical practitioner. 

7. When it is reported to the Lieutenant-Governor compulsory 
. ffi · b f 1 b d'l ·retirement 

3 

that any · o cer IS y reason o any menta or o I y through 
infirmity . unfit to perforin his duties tbe Lieutenant- g!~h;-;~vic, 

· Governor may appoint one or more medical officers or No.lo, s. 46
· 

· practitioners to examine and report upon the condition of 
such officer . . If it appears to the :Yieutenant-Governor to 
be .for the public interest he may order that such officer 
shall retire from the Service. 

8. The power of giving permission for the retire- Governor-
. f' ffi d h' p f · h' 0 ~· General's ment o an o · cer un er t IS art o t IS l'Cllnance may permission 

when the Lieutenant-Governor is the officer personally con-
cerned be exercised by the Governor-General. 

PART IlL-SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND GRATUITIES. 

9. Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained Retiring 
every officer retiring from the Service under the foregoing ~~i~t~':J. to 

. . h ll b t'tl ~ t th t' ll snperannua-prOVISIOnS S a e en I eCt 0 e superannna lOll a Owance tion allowance 
or gratuity as the case may be hereinafter prescribed ~~.7~~~~t~: 47• 

respectively applicable to . his term of service and particular 
case . 

. 1 0. The following shall be the rate of Superannua~ Rate of • 
tion allowance payable under the Ordinance :- ~~;rnel;,~w:,~:~ce 

To any officer retiring under any of the foregoing 
· provisions and who bas served ten years a superannuation 
.. allowance at the rate of one-forty -second of his annual salary · 
for each year of service but in no case shall the superannua-
tion, allowance. exceed two-thirds of his annual salary. 

. '11. The following shall be the . scale of gratilities Scale.o~ 
. payable under this Ordinance :- . . gratmtles. 

To any officer retiring under any of the foregoing 
provisions and who has not completed ten years of service a 
gratuity at the rate of half a month's salary for each com­
pletecl six months of service. 

,f2 •. For. the purpose of computing snperannuationHowsataryto 
11 J t 't' ·th ·1 f' tl · t becompnted a owances anCt gra Ul 1es e sa ary 0 1e pennanen forpurposes of 

. ·appointment held by the .officer at the date of retirement tfol'ne1'!t'l~.;!~ce 
shall be taken if he has held such office or an office·.with &c. 
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4 8upcmnnuation Ordinance, 1917. 

the same salary for a period of three years , immediately 
preceding such date; otherwise the average amount of the 
salary of the permanent appointments held by the officer 
during the three years immediately preceding his retire­
ment shall be taken. 

contributions 13. (1) Any officer in the Service at the commence-
by Pl'esent f h. 0 d . h 11 . l l h . 
offic!'rsforvast ment o t IS r mance s a be entlt ec to ave any portwn 
~~~v~~~~. vic. of his past services immediately preceding the commence­
No. 

10
' "· 

49
. ment of this Ordinance counted in the period of service 

required in computing his superannuation allowance or 
gratuity as the case ·may be if within five years after the 
commencement of this Ordinance (or in the case of an 
officer on leave of absence for active service with His 
Majesty's Forces returning to duty after the cmnmence­
ment of this Ordinance within five years after his return 
from such leave) and before he retires from the Service he 
pay to the Superannuation Fund Account her~inafter 
mentioned in ohe sum or by five or less instalments to be 
approved by the Board an amount equivalent to five 
pounds per centum on the total salary received by him 
during the period of his service in respect of which the pay­
ment is made together with interest at the rate of five 
pounds per centum per annum on such amount from the 
commencement of this Ordinance until . payment. 

(2) Upon such payment being made he shall 
upon retirement from the Service as herein prescribed if all 
other necessary conditions have been fulfilled be entitled to 
the superannuation allowance or gratuity herein provided. 

(3) Notice of such intended payment must be 
given to the Board within six months after the com­
mencement of this Ordinance or in case of an officer on 
leave of absence for active service with any pf His Majesty's 
Forces within six months after his return to dhty from such 
leave of absence. 

( 4) If the officer die before having completed 
the payment herein mentioned the instalments together 
with interest (if any) paid on account thereof shall be 
refunded to his legal personal representative. 

( 5) For the purposes of this section the term 
" past services " includes service· in the Public Service of 
the Possession of Briti.sh New Guinea by officers who were 
continued in office under the pr_ovisions of The Paptta Act, · . 

. 1905. 

8 



Superannuation Ordinance; 1917. 5 

14. If any officer die while in the Service all con- Refu~ao~ 
tributions . made by him to the Superannuation Fund ~~nJ~~~t~!ns 
Account shall be repaid to his personal representative officer. 

without interest. 
· 15. If any officer voluntarily resigns from the Service Treat.men.t of 

l · l f h f · · · · l d contnbutwns anC lS not uncter any 0 t e c oregomg prOVISIOnS ent1t e to on yolu~tary 
a superannuation allowance or gratuity he shall if he resignatiOn. 

entered the Service before the commencement of this 
Ordinance have repaid to him without interest a sum equal 
to the \Vhole of the contributions made by him to the 
Superannuation Fund Account ; but if he entered the 
Service after the commencement of this Ordinance he shall 
be entitled to no repayment of .any contribution ma~1e by 
him to such Account. 

16.' No repayment of any contributions made by NorefJ.!na. 
· h S · F d A h ll b d upond1SD11ssal h1m to t e uperannuatwn un ccount s a e rna. e to from s ervice . . 

any officer who shall be dismissed from the Service fo:r 
misconduct nor unless the Lieutenant-Governor otherwise 
orders to any officer whose appointment has not been 
approved by the Governor-General. 

PART IV.-SuPERANNUATION FuND AccouNT. 

17. For" the purpose of providing a fund for the contributions 

payment of the superannuation allowances and gratuitie~ !~~;~u~~­
in accordance with this Ordinance every officer over i~~~mt. 
twenty years of age shall contribute a sum · equal to five g~-~o.~: i's~c, 
pounds per centum of the annual salary received by him 
and such contribution shall be deducted monthly from his 
salary and shall be paid to the credit of an account to be 
called the Superannuation Fund Account which account 
shall be kept. in some bank or banks in the Territory to be 
approved by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

18. (1) The Lieutenant-Governor subject to such Investment of 

regulations as may be prescribed in that behalf shall con- ~i~~eF'::~'d'a­
stitute a Board to be called the Superannuation Fund ~~-c;,~r:i.·. s. 62. 

Board for the purpose of dealing with and investing the 
funds from time to time standing to the credit of the 
Superannuation Fund Account. 

(2) The Board shall consist of three officers, 'constitution 

two of whom shall be appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor ~ff.B~r:,· 
and one of whom shall be elected by the officers for the 
time being in the Public Service in such manner as may be 
prescribed. · 
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Powers of 
Board. 
I.bia. 

Superanmtation Ordinance, 1917 . 

19. The Board shall subject to such regulations as 
aforesaid have full power to deal with and invest the said 
funds in the prescribed manner. 

Boa1·dto 20. (1) A full account of all dealings with the funds 
report. shall be ke1)t by the Board and in. everv year· not later than Of. Q, 53, Vic. J 

No. 10• s. 63• the thirty-first day of March the Board shall submit to the 

Audit. 
lbia., s. 64! 

Actuaries. 
lbicl .•. s. 65. 

Lieutenant-Governor a complete statement of all moneys 
paid into the Superannuation Fund Account and invested 
by it during the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December then last preceding together with a full report on 
the state of the account. 

. (2) The statement and report of the Board shall 
be laid before the Legislative Council during the first session 
after the receipt thereof. The statement shall be published 
in the Gazette. 

21. The Treasurer or such person as the Lieutenant-
Governor may from time to time appoint shall once at least 
in every year examine the books and accounts of the Board 
and shall report thereon to the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Ruch report shall be laid before the Legislative Council 
during the first session after the receipt the_reof. 

22. The Lieutenant-Governor may on the recom­
mendation of the Board appoint one or more qualified 
persons as actuaries for the purposes of this Ordinance. 

Quinquennial 23. At the eXi)iration of five years after the 
Actuarial t f th' 0 a· l th ft t th investigations. comn1encemen o IS r 1nance anc erea er a e 
cr. Ibia., s. 66 expiration of each successive five years the actuaries 

appointed under this Ordinance shall make an actuarial 
investigation as to the state and sufficiency of the 
Superannuation Fund Account and shall report thereon to 
the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Payments and 24. (1) If the funds to the credit of the Superannua­
rc,r~~~J~r~! tion Euncl Account shall at any time be insufficient to pay 
Revenue. all sums of money which may from time to time be payable 

by way of superannuation allowances gratuities repayments 
and outgoings in accordance with this Ordinance the 

· same shall be charged on and paid out of the Public 
Revenue of the Territory. 

(2) If any actuarial investigation and report under 
the provisions of this Ordinance discloses a deficit in the 
Superannuation Fund Account the Lieutenant-Governor 
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SHperannuc~tion Ordinance, ·1917. 7 

roay cause provision to. be made therefor by grants in aid 
of the Superannuation Fund Account out of the Public 
Revenue of the Territory which may if the Lieutenant­
Governor thinks fit be spread over a series of years. 

~5. ~he Lieutenant-Governor may cause a sum not ~~~:i~ce to 

exceedmg F1ve thousand pounds to be advanced by way of 
loan to the Superannuation Fund Account out of the Public 
Revenue of the Territory which advance and the repayment 
thereof shall be made in such instalments as may be ordered 
by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

26. The Superannuation ]fund Account is guaran- Guaranteeof 
· Fund. 

teed by the Public Revenue of the Terri.tory. 

PART V.-GENERAL. 

27. No officer who shall be dismissed from the Ser- Dismissed 

· vice for misconduct shall be entitled to compensation for past ~~";~~: No.1s 

services or to any superannuation allowance gratuity or of 
1907

• s. 
7

· 

·other allowance under this Ordinance nor shall anything 
herein contained limit the right of the Crown to dismiss· 
any officer without compensation. 

28. No superannuation allowance granted under superannna-

h ' Q ~ · h 11 J • b) t i! b) ]' bl tion allowance t lS rCtmance S a · .J8 assign a e Or rans1era e 01' · 1a . e not as~ignable. 

to be attached sequestrated or levied upon for or in respect cr. Ibuz., s. 
12

· 

of any debt or claim whatsoever. 

29. If any person to whom . a superannuation ~uverannna-
11 l b t 1 . d th · 0 ~ · · twn allowance a OWanCe laS een gran 8( Un er lS rCLinance lS COn- to ce~s<: on 

vi.cted before anyCourt in His Majesty's Dominions of any ;~;.~c:.'~~-­
offence for which he is sentenced to death or any term of 
imprisonment with hard labour or exceeding twelve months 
and does not within two months after such conviction 
receive His Majesty's free pardon then and in every such 
case such superannuation allowance shall forthwith cease 
provided always that in the case ot a person who. after 
conviction as above described receivefl His Majesty's free 
pardon at any time the superannuation allowance shall be 
restored. 

30. If any person to whom a superannuation s_uperannna­

allowance has been granted under this Ordinance becomes ~~0~e:~~o~:ance 
insolvent such superannuati<?n allowance shall forthwith ~~"i;i~fc:.-14. 
cease; provided always that in any case when a superannua-
tion allowance ceases by reason of the insolvency of the 
person to whom it has beeri granted it shall be lawful 
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8 Superannuation · Ordinance, 1917. 

for 'the Lieutenant~Governor from. time to . time · during 
the remainder of such person's life or during such shorter 
period. or periods either continuous or discontinuous as the 
Lieutenant-Governor shall think fit to pay all or any part 
of the moneys to which such person would have been 
.entitled by way of superannuation allowance .had he not · 
become insolvent to or to apply the same for the main­
tenance and personal support or benefit of all or . any · 
exclusive of the other or others of the following persons 
namely such first named person and. any wife child or 
children of his in such proportions and manner as the 

·Liei.1tenant-Governor thinkr::; proper. 

Age from 31. No officer shall be granted a superannuation 
which 11 t 't f f' l 1 "1 snperannua- .. a owance Ol' gra 1.11 y or any serVICe per ormeCt W 11 e 
tion allowance l th £" t t etc. may be nne er e age 0 wen y years. 
earned. 
Cf. Fiji, No. 13 

osf 
1~7' st. 

4
b. . 32. (1) The ser'::ice in reSIJect of which SUIJerannua-ervice o e . 

unhr?~en. twn allowances or gratuities will be granted · must be · 
Cf. FlJl, No.;.l3 . b k 
of 1907, Sch. Un ro en. 

Application of 
Ordinance. 

(2) . The service of an officer shall not be deemed 
·to be broken by reason of his absence on leave on full or half 
pay or in the case of officers on leave of absence for active . 
service with His Majesty's Forces without pay and · the 
period of such leave shall be counted for the purposes of a 
superannuation allowance or gratuity as service. 

(3) The period during which an officer is absent 
on leave without pay (other than leave for active service 
with His Majesty's Forces) shall not be counteclin comput­
ing his superannuation allowance or gratuity but such 
officers' service shall not thereby be deemed to be broken. 

33. This Ordinance shall apply only to Europeans. 

Lieutenant- 34. The Lieutenant-Governor may from .time to 
~~r.r.e:nor may time make and when made vary and revoke regulations-
regulations. 

(a) for regulating the 9-ealing with and invest-
ing of the funds from time to time standing 
to the credit of the Superannuation Fund 
Account; 

(b) for regula~ing the proceedings · of . the 
Board; 



Superannuation Ordinance, 1917. 

(c) prescribing all matters which are necessary 
· or convenient to be prescribed for carrying 

out or giving effect to this Ordinance. 

, Passed in Council this fifth day of September; in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
seventeen. 

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor2Geneml, with 
the advice of the Exectttive Council of the Oornmon­
wealth of Australia, on the Tenth d(J,y of Jamtary, one 
tlwusand nine lwndred and eighteen. 

Printed and published by EDWARD GEORGE BAKER, Government Printer, 
·· Port Moresby.-548B. 
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