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AN ACT to consolidate and ameod the ):,W mating to rbc 
control oC p~ 

[2f Oecember 1971] 

BE TT ENACTED by the Lcgi,lative AllsI-mbly of Western 
Sl1lUOa iu Parli<J.m"flt assembled ~ .• 10110",,1;-

I. Sh eiN lilk-Thi> Act may be citcu as the Price Control 
AC11971, 

2 . . Interpreturion-ln th ;3 Act, unkSll the conteK! oth~TWi",= 
reqLllre.~, -

"Board" meam Ihe Prir.., COlltml Boord: 
"Good.<" mall indude IDen".hant.lisc, arlicJc.'l, things, and 

commodi lie<: 
"Muli:.t~T" mean. th" Minil;kr of CUSIUIll$: 
'Pel"!lOf)" ind lldr;s any company, linn, parlnel"llhip, ~ 

dat iOIl, SO<:lcty, <:ill !:>, or budy 01 penons whether iu
oorporated ur 1101: 

"Price" when ""eo in couu""lioo wilh the sale of ally 
goods or the perfonmlllce 01 any ,'!erviC('¥, includes 
~very valuable GQ11Sidcratioli whauoever, wheth~r 
direct or indirect: 

"Retlli l pricc" m~ilm th~ prit.c paid ()r p,lyabie for gocxl., 
w id on rn a il t() a comurner: 

"Service" indudcs any servicc .,uppHed for hire or reward 
by any perwn eng-dgcd in trade or bU5inea: 



, Pu/~~ " T "" IS/I, ;-00. JO 

"Trad<:T" means any pcr.;au who;n connection wilh busi_ 
Ilt'S5 canim (lfl by 111m. ~ .. 1I8 or prtlP')5i'_~ to .ell ally 
good,. of who 1;111'1'1,"'1 nr carries an any "$en.~tt: 

"Wholesal~" "",ans the sale or xup!,ly uf go"d~ 10 a 
p!'n<r>n for the PUrpQ'l" of ra:ale or for US" by such 
per"," in his trade or bu~inU'!. 

3. AtIministration-(l) Tha .. i, hereby COIl'litul(,ri a Price 
<:onrro) Rnliqn of lh~ Cu't()m~ Dtp.Vlmem , whkh ,hall be 
under the immediate cumral of an "fli~er of 1 he Public Sen! i~e 
to be C1lllcd the Prj", C:olllrol Offker. 

(2) The office of the Price Control OffiCl'r may 1.>c hcld in 
Ct:lll jUIiCtiOI1 with any oth(r nffier which the Pllblic Service 
Commission .<hall curui<kr 10 be nOl iucolllpahble therewith. 

(3) This Act .<hal! be admillistrrrn by the Prk., ConITnl 
sec1ion Wldcr the Clmlrol of the Mini~lcr. 

4. Price CooD"llI Iloard- ( I ) FQf Ihe flurpoI>eS of (hi" Act 
then: 1I11all be a special Buard, to br. known as the Prier. Con
trol Ro~rd . comi.>ting Df the M,n;Jt~r (wh(l <hall Ix: the 
Chairman) and two olher m~mbcrs. who ~h~U he ~ppo;moo 
by the Hearl of Smt .. actin~ on the advir.cof Cabinet anri wh" 
~hall hold office for a t .. rm of thr~<:, rC~". 

(2) Th,: g~neral pow .. !); ~nd duti.-,; of the Bo~n.l shall be----
(a) To make pIie .. ()rd,'nI [or g,,(xJ~ and sel'vices; 
ibl To 'nv~-'tigarc any breach of the provision~ "I this Act 

wbkh com~ to il.' llotice: 
(c) To keep under n:vitw the pricl'S of goods and ""rvic<:'S, 

10 iustitu le or cau", to be in~tituted pTOCf'C<iings for 
offen~ in rdat;(lIJ fa priu:. and 10 1;.1;;<:, 31J ~uch 
81q.S a~ may ~ nL'Co.-...sary fOlr the purpO'u::s of this 
Act,inr:ludi"l;!: cl:.e fi>;im:~ of ",,~on1 Wid diJ;:ui('.u and 
the boundancs thereof for th .. purpo!oe.~ of Ih is An; 

(d ) Tn d irect rupcrvi~" "rlvi.c and ~i",t th .. T'ric:~ Control 
Offi«:r in the ""'elulion of hi:; dUli .. ..!! under Ihi~ Act; 

(e) To r~ivc and ccnsi(kr evid .... n':c ami repi"I:<'!lll;llioIlB 
made to it by any p .. "on rdating 10 pnccR for .'Iood.! 
and ~erviccs. 

(3) ).fcelings of th~ "Board may be sl1mmoned by the Chair
man or by the Price Conlrol Offker on behalf of the Chair
man. 

(4) Two membus 01 the lloard $haU loon a quorum. 
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(5) If 111 any mming of the Hn .. 'ltd two members only aTe 

pno.<j>II!, both vf th ... e members .'\hall concur in any d ""'j.i ..... 
malic by the Board. In eV<:I"y urn .... ease a de.ci:sio:n of a majo
r ity of the members prcseot 5IJaU be the (/((;i~ion of the Board. 

(6 \ The R.:>.ud may re~ula t(' it] ov'n prooxdurc "nd may in 
it<! discurinn conduct its "'L..,t;l1~ eithe!' ill priva te or 
in public. 

(7) Earh mcm/><:r or the ROMd who il not a <"Iar ied em
ployee vf the Covemrn~m. may ill rc~pCCI of his .• ~rvi cc. as a 
member 'If the Bnarr!, be paid ~"c:h fees nnll Itllo ",a I1ce~ a., 
may be fixed by Cabinet. cither I(mer~lIy or in a p."utit:l1lar 
ca~. 

(8) The rrice Colllroi Officer ..haJJ act a~ Ihtl Sttrnaryof 
the Boord. 

!'i. Jl.:leg,uinn oJ power..-----(I) With Ihf wTinen consent of 
tl:c ~'l ini~l cr, th .. HoartlllUly I'nim lime to I~ dekg;uc to the 
P rice Control Officer aU or any (If the POWCI'll c.x<:rc:i5able by 
i{ unda- Ihi3 Act, indud i":; Ih" P'O"'CI'3 tu make price ordeTll 
aocl to inl.titu t~ pox;"edings. 

(2) Any person aff",,',ed by Ml y ord~r of the Prir.., Control 
Officer ~ct;ng pu,",uant to a ddeg<ltion under this snfion may 
at ally tim~ "'PlXal therefmm 10 the Do~rd by giving to the 
Minkter a "mtt~JlIlOliee of appeal. 

(3) Til.: Bu..rd may (ktrrrnine any appeal under thi. sectiOll 
in such mal\,UU as it thinks fit. 

G. Prire ordCI"$-(l) If the .Board considCT~ it expedient in 
the publir i nfcr~st. 10 conlrol thc price III any good< or ser
vices, it ml.l}' make price orders fi.UnI{ th" ma:tiffium or mini· 
mum or actual prk " of such goods ursen.icn, cithl!l" genl!l"alIy 
Ihroughout We'ltern Samoa or in l.Ioy specified part of or plaa: 
in W~I"m Samoa. 

(2) Any prke order may rela te to the lale 01 good. either 
at "ilnl l~s"l.l~ Or rrt",iJ pric.-_<. 

(3) I\ny pricc DnieI may cQnl<lin such incidental and 
suppJ~entary pmvilioo.s ,I..< ,He IlCCl~Mary or cxp~irnt. 

(4) The l30ard may at ~ny lime l"evokc or amend lIny 
price order. 

Provided that th" Board .mall not i,ncrc~ the prke of any 
goods as fixed by any price nrdte, mure th,l.1l once in any ~ix 
monthly pt:riod. 
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(!I: The dcci,iOll of t.l,e Boord ~hall be final and J<h:>l1 nOi. 
be subJe<:t to any right uf app ... ~1. 

(6) F.~~ry prj,,> order bU ht p"blishMi in th .. Samoan and 
[ol:"l;'<h J allSua~ i,n oru: or Hlor~ IlCw'Il:lP"'''' 01' ~iven in .. .leh 
Olhtr manner as {h~ P.oard slJall r.nmi<iu ~"fijclc'lI, and no 
prke m'der ~han come into fo,..-..: bcrure h hu~ Ueen >'I) pllb
l i.lh~~ ('\ . 

(7 ) It shall ue the dmy uf cv~ry trader whme h".i,ncss in
clud~s the Mk <;If any good, or the pCI'[onnum:.e of "ny ,cT
vicC/! (" whid, a wrrent prkc order Jll.,dc u!lIke thi-; Act 
applit.A, to k~cp di..<played in OJ. pmmi.llcnt pooi,ion OIL the pre
miS<.'l> in which the ><ill" of ~ur_h I(uods nr the p"'nonnal1ce of 
!lI.lrh sl"Tviccs. a r~ o/Fered, a liH JlOWing clearly fOl" the infor
mation of lhe p',,,li!: the price fi"<eel i,n rtSJl!'t:t of :<ueh good; 
or services. 

(8) T h .. Prir.c Control OffK.el' may cau!II'! Ji!<ts "f pr;<:f':!; to 

be printed in Ihe Samoan of Engl;<!. I.wJ::l!a; .... or both and 
may reqo in:: the mula to c"hih,t ti,e s..'Imc in d,~ marmcr 
afOo'csaid. 

(9) The Price COD\ ro\ Orficrr may with regard to "" Y 
specified ~oods lequire that any rc.aik.l h~\Iiug "I.I~h S"O<.h 
for s.,l~ mall cause th" ""m~ (0 L~ legibly <I.ud rO)l~pimou~ly 
m~rhd with th~ selling- price th<TCO[ for the iuformatirn of 
the public. 

(10) ~othin !! in this Sl'cti<m ,halllJ~ cct1strucd to affect the 
exercise by any persnn or :luthnrity h::IIIi11K ~t,\!Ulory pOWel'< 
to fix p riCf,s fure. or c.hargC!; unoa ally other !'nactm""t. 

7. O btaining jn[urmation ( 1) ""r the p1:ryu~:.o; o! thi. Act, 
any mrmlw::r of tbe Unard, or the Price (:lIl]trol OfficeT, or 
any othLT officer I"",fully delee:"t.,d by Ih!' Boord, may ~ 

(a) Require ~ l!y t ..... dcr tn .upply him dlhcr " ",lIy or in 
writing wi th any infnnmHiOl1 in hi~ posscssi<m rda· 
tin)! to goods flf ,::r ... i~c.: 

(h) By notke pllblj ,hr d in a new~papcr \0 rl"J"uc any tr .. -
rim or ST"'cified clas.o of tmdcf:". to r~udcr r~tums 
~~ttjng forth "uel1 p"nicub l'.' r~!!,m.U.ug l h~ salt or 
p!'rf()rll1 anc~ of .",rvice. as may be ~pecjfied in the 
nutic~; 

(e) Rcquirt any tra.dr.r to produce for inspe<:t ion any reo 
cord. account or o.Iocumcuts rebling to tho: ~k of 
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.,xxi. u •• upply of !erviccs, ami 10 fumi~ ~OPICS 
thereof; 

(d) DurinA' bu < inc~~ hour.l, to iru:.rxr.: all liook~ uf ac.coulll 
lind rC"COl"d.~ of any trader, ;md to malcj' ,.r"LI'S or 
"xlr..lr.l~ thereof; 

(c) Tah ro~s~.s~nn of ;lI\y document.1 vr pa!l~r.<; whkh 
apv .. ar \0 him \0 con.~li lu le prima facie cyidmce of 
breach of:ll. price orUer. 

(2) No p~r!IOI1 ,mail -
(a) Ob.,tmct ""'Y ulficcr Ol" pt'r.;on ill the lawful c:xerciSL: of 

hi. powe .... under thL! ..,.....tiolL; 
(b) Wilfully fail \0 ,t:iv.:' any inf()l'nlaliolL or 10 pwduce any 

recurd, aCOOIln( or docUincut lawlully requi red of 
him under thl~ ~CCtiOll ; 

{c ) Kunwiugly gi"j' lilly fals<: iufol"lllatioo relatiil!! to flClQll.. 
and IICrviCClloauy ~l\,h p!"rlJQn. 

8. Keeping of n (ord.'l-F.very uad.:'r ~hall ke~ all ~uch 
recur-da and ar.eouu:.1. indudin.\: '\00.1:: and t:,~.ti.ug r...-:ords, as 
.1I'e cu.WlfnalY lind pruprr in th~ type I,f tm~itl(,o;, r,arr;ed QlI by 
him. and sball rnai" ~udl nxcrds and ac.:'.ouuts fO( a pl"Tiod 
of (jyc year:. after Ihey ClIme into bcin\!". 

9.Pellultie-s- ( J 1 Ally penin" w ho ,~lls or oHeM: for s,Lle uny 
R;OO<..b Of serv;ct"S in breach f'f ally ",levartt price orner, or 
(ail. to comply with all}' of Il l(' pn",ilioD.:l nf lhi~ An or uny 
urder, notice. chrectif'W} or requi,unffll lm./uJJy mat.!~ or ~iyen 
thereunder mall he gu ilty of 311 ofCenee aut.! shall h.- hable 
{"1ft co.wictiou IU U fi.Ll~ not CK~~c"<ling one thOl.l&1nn tiil.:; Of to 
impri,(mlli~nl [or a tellO 1101. rxceooin...: tw~lvc lllotuhs or to 
bnth such iwprio;orur.em anu rme. 

(2) \\Illcr" a. .:'omp-.tuy ;'1 charg~od with 1m OffClKC wldc'r 
thi, Act, every pcrsO!u who at the time of Ihe mmnmriou of 
tile oUcw::c Wa$ a cJirfi;lor 0, uff'ccr of iii(' r.(lmpany may be 
charJl:M;\ jointly ;n the Mille procct:ding~ ",;Ih ,,, th l'C)'nl~1ny, 
and where the mlllp""y is CUllvkt::d of tilt uflcllcc, evcry I:Orh 
direnor or officer .... all be deemoo to be KUilly of Ih .. t nff...,ce 
unl~ss he satisfies the Court that th~ "ffenc~ was c,onunitterl 
without his k.uuwledl1.e and that hc excrci.""d uU due diligCI!~~ 
to prcVf:ll t (he Cttrnm;>IIi<lIl of the offencc. 

(3) T'TQCt.·,,,j;ng., ~~~i",,1 a dir .. :nor "f 3 comp''"Y pU"";llont 
to the precooin A" subsc'l."tiQll .h. .. n not w .in-.titut~d c"'cept on 
lhr dircctiOTl!l 01 tire Board. 
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10. Vica~ responsibilit }-Auy tr~dcr who w!t"g'~ any 
employee shan he: 31L<wcrabl" for we act>: or omi~' .. ions of his 
employee in ,;(l rar as thry CQIlccrn Lbe bll~in""! "I wdl trader, 
and if such cutplo, "" COUUlU1S an} an or lIIah"ll My WOi5Sion 
"hich is !lIl oHl:IlCC or would be an Off .. liCt' if mad" OJ" w m
mined by ~uch "mploy"r, the.n and in such ca,e both the ~l"
pl~ycr ancl the employee "1 "iilicr of them may be ... harged 
with sllch off.:uce. 

II . ReguJatit.mS- Thc He~d of S'ilte acting 011 the a,h~t'c 
uf Cabinet may from lime to tj,nc. make all ~uch ref:ulatiuIl>; 
at Illay lICem nt'l:,,<.<ary or ~xpcdiem f"r giving full effeer \0 
the provisions of this Act and for the dlle administration 
th"-reof. 

12. Revoca liol1.~ and amendmrnt- ( I ) The New Zealand 
ngula tioll..' ~pccificd in the SchaJule hereto arc hcrI:b y rn'O
ked and rcpca lw 'l-~ \0 the law of We!;lerll SolIllU:.I . 

(2) T he Samoa Applied Rr. ... ;u.l:ttiCflS 19+7 i.~ her!'by con~ 
~~ul'tlda!ly :unCl)dc..t b~· omitting from the &hliluk rhn clo 
the ill:m rclcrrin~ In 1he CO<l!IT'! of PriU'.s l!:mr.rg<.:ney Regu-
1atillclS 1939 and amenlim<"lm. ----

1939/ 275 

194-1 / 123 
1942/12 
194-2/336 
1911/3 
1944/1 74 
1939/122 

1941/36 

SCHEDULg 

The Control of Price 1'.mtTgcncy Regula-
tions 1939 

Amendmenl No. I 
I\mendmellt rio. 2 
Ammdmmt Xo. 3 
Arn • ."ndmem No.4 
Amendment No.5 
The Price Stahili~ti()11 Emageucy Regn

Iatiun~ 1939 

Amendment No. 1 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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