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No. 46 of 1979 

1ill.W HBmRIDES 

BRITIS~ S~RVICE GAZETT! 

Speoial Issue 27 November, 197 --=== 

I have the honour to refer to recent discussions concerning the 
operation and p01rTerS of the Representative Assembly in the New 
Hebrides, and to propose that the schedule to the Exchange of 
Notes of 15 September 1977 between the Governments of the Frenc~_ 
Republic and of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Norther~ 
Ireland, as modified by the Exchange of Notes of 18 September 
1979, shall be as follows: 

1. Article 13 shall be replaced by the following: 

1. The Assembly shall hold two ordinary sessions each year ___ -
one of which shall be devoted to examining the Budget 
and shall end not later than 31 December. H01rTever, the 
date by which the Gxo.Tilina::tion of- tho budget for 1980 
must bJ:j -conplo"to(l''"sho.ll. bo~ :,)0:.l\PH1- +980. 

2. Ordinary sessions shall be convened by the chairman of 
the Assembly. The Assembly shall'prescribe annually thE- ~ 
opening dates and the duration of these sessions. The 
duration of each session shall not oxceedtwo 1l10nths. 
Each session shall be opened and closed by order of the 
chairman. If the Assembly has not fixed the date of tI 
opening of an ordinary session, this date shall be dec:Lc : 
by the chairman after consulting the Council of Ministe • 

2. Article 14 shall be replaced by the following: 

The Assembly shall meet in extraordinary session either-
at the written re~uest of at least two-thirds of all itl ~ 
members submitted to the chairman of the Assembly or atl 
the re~uest of the C.ouncil of ~Unisters, or upon the 
initiative of the Chief ~Unister. Extraordinary sessic:> .:::11 
shall be convened, opened and closed by order of the 
chairman of the Assembly who shall prescribe the agenda-c:t:=--_ 
thereof. In exceptional circumstances and notably of 

serious disorder, the Resident Commissioners may convene ~~~ __ 
extraordinary session of ;;he Assembly by a joint decis -c',,-__ 
which shall determine the date and the agenda. Such a 
session shall also be closed by decision of the ResideJ::t:~~~ 
Commissioners. ~'he duration of each extraordinary ses t: 
shall not exceed one month. 

3. Article 19 shall be amended in paragraph 1 by substituting 
the words "High C.ommissioners" the words "Resident C.ommiss ::5ai!iiL 
ors". Paragraph 2 of Article 19 shall be deleted. 

4. Article 23 shall be amended by replacing the ;<ords "lirticl. .<:==~ 
25 and 26" by the words "-,h'-l:;icle 25". 
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5. 1,rticle 25 shall bo replacod by tho follmving : 

"Tho docisions of tho 1,ssombly in tho ma-ttors of penal, 
civil, and eommorcial legislation and of control of 
imrnigration shall bo subjoct to tho approval of tho 
Rosidont Commissioners'!. 

6. Lrticlo 26 shall bo dolotod. 

7. Paragraph 1 of j,rticlo 28 shall bo replaood by the following: 

":gegates . on matt~rs that fall within the compotonce of tho 
Representative Lssembly may be initiated oithor by mombors of 
the lissombly or by the Council of ]\,Iinistors'.'. 

8. 1.rticle 29 shall bo deleted. 

9. In Article 30, -the last sentence of paragraph 1 shall be 
/. , deloted. 

I 
10. lirticles 31 and 39 shall be deleted. 

11. In l,rticle 40 the vmrds "High Commissioners" shall be replaced 
by the words "Rosidont Commissioners" and the words "Joint 
Court" by the vwrds " Supreme Court". 

If the forogoing also reprosents the undorstanding of the 
Governmonts of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland as to the terms of the agroement that our two Govern
ments have reached, I have tho honour to proposo that this note 
and your roply to that effect shall constituto an agreement 
betweon our two Govornmonts which shall onter into foreo on the 
dato of your reply." 

In reply I have the honour to inform you that tho foregoing 
proposals are aocoptablo to tho Govornmont of tho United 
Kingdom of Groat Britain and Northern Iroland whioh approvos 
the suggostion of your oxcollency that your noto and tho 
present roply constituto an agroemont bot1voon tho two Govern
monts which shall ~nt~r into force this day. 

I avail mysolf of this opportunity to ren01[ to your oxoolloncy 
tho assurance of my highost considoration. 

Hibbort. 


