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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

Assanty 28.,12,94
Commencement:

PUBLIGC HEALTH ACT NOa 22 OF 1994

An Act' to provide for public healthas

BE IT ENACTED by the Pre'sident’ and Parliament as follows:—

PART 1
PRELIMINARY
INTERPRETATION ‘ _ }
12 (1) In this Adt, unless the dont'ext otherwise requires:—

“advertisement” incdlude's any notice, words, whether written
ar spokdn, any pidterial representarion or deqign, dirdular,
label; clatalogue, pricde 1list, wrapper, invoice or other
dodumend and any publid announdEment made orally or by
pidtures or photographs or by radio , telev1sxon or video or
by any means of produ01ng or transmitting light or sound,
used or apparently used to promote directly or indirectly
the sald or disposal of any product]

"animal" include's bird, fish, crustacdean, mollusc and
reptile; '

”aquifer” meaus a water saturated geologic zone that will
yidld water as a spring or from a well;

"author of a nuisande“ means a person by whose aot, de'fault'

or sufferanced, nuisance is caused, exists or is continueld;

"authorized offider" means a medidal offider or

environmental health offider or _any.- otherﬁsuitably qua l-i-fied-
person authorized in writing by the Minister in general or
in particular pursuant to and undér any prov1si0n of this
Act', and include's any person to whom the Minister delegates

" any power under sedtion 4(1) or gives any duty or funcdtion
pursuant to this Act!, whether indefinitely or for a certain
period whe'ther 1in general or In particular, or for any
specific dase, with or without any remuneration for the work
provided there is a certificate of authorization as requ1red
under sedt'fon 7(1) or any written official document to that
ef feldt'; .
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"baby's feled bottle" means a bottle or other cdontainer
intended to be used as a substitute for a breast when
feldding babies;

"basement” means a storey oxr part’ of a storey partly béelow
the ground level, the ceiling of which is not less than 17
met'ers above the IEVel of the adJoinrng ground irrespective
of any excavations made for the purpose of complying with
this Act

"bottle teat" means a teat intanded to be used as a nipple
on a baby's fe'ed bottle;

"building" includes any structure whatsoever for whatever
purposes used;

"burial” means bur1a1 in earth or any other form of
sepulLure, or the cremation or any other mode of disposal of
a dead body;

"busine'ss'' means any commercial undertaking and incdludes the
undertaking of a canteen, club, school, hospital or
institution, wheﬁher carried on for profit or not, and any
undertaking or activity carried on by a publid or local
authority,

"dattle" means bovine cattle and incdlude’s goats;

”cleaning” means the 1emova1 by scrubbing, washing, with hot
water, suitable detergents, cleansing agents, soap or
mechanical means, micdrobacterial agents and organid matter
from surface's on which they might' find favourable conditions
for surviving or multiplying:

"dommunidable period” means the time or t'ime's during which
an infectfious agent may be tranafetred dirpctly or
indirectly from an infedted person ta another person, from
an infedted animal to man, or from an infedted person to an
animal, incdluding a vecdtor;

"cdontainer" inciudes any basket, pail, bucket, tray, package
or receptacle of any kind, whe'the'r open or Jlosed :

"dourt™ means a Magistrate's Court, or a duly constituted
loclal dourt;

"Diredt'or” means the Nirector of Health:



-3 -

"disinfedt'ton't means the killing of infectious napgents
out'side' the body by direct exposure to chemicals or physical
agents such as hot water and steam;

"drain" means a drain used for the drainage of one building
or any buildings or yards appurtenant to buildings within
the same curtilage, and the expression "publicd drain" means
a drain which is vested in and maintained by the Government
or a lodal authority and, for thé purpeses of this Act,
incdlude's any part of a drain from the outlet of any
disdonnedting trap to its jundtion with a publid drain or
sewe'r, and the expression "private drain" means any drain
other than a public drain;

"drafnage" means the' conveyance of sewage, rain and surfacsé
water from buildings and premises, and includes the
donveyancled by means of a sink and any other nedessary
‘appliance of waste water, and the cdonveyance of rain water
Erom roofs}

"drainage works" means the censtrucLien, installation,
laying, donneétion, fixing, repalr or removal of any pipe,
drain, gully, éesspeol soakaway, septic tank, sewage filter
installation or other works for the disdharge, reception or
disposai of sewage in éennedtion with any premises, or of
any wastempipe, soil—pipe trap, urinal, water-closet,
slop-hopper, sink, baLh 1avatory ha51n, venLilation pipe or
anti—syphonage pipe, or any drain fitting or water—flushing
distern, or any work donnected with the disdharge of liquid
or soiled matter into any drain, sewer, cesspool soalaway,
septié tank ‘sewage filter instellatien, or other like
redeptacile For drainage, or otherwise connected with the
drainage of any premise’s;

"dUmmy" means a teat of any shape and substance intended to
be used for soothing babies and infants;

"dwe'lling" means any house,'rqom, shed, hut, cdave, ténﬁ,
vehic'ie, vessel or boat, or any structure or place
whatsoever, any portion whereof is used by any human beling
for sleeping or in which any human being dwells;

"environmental _health officerﬁmmeans anyuperson__ap ointed
under Part 2 to be an environmental health officer and
includes the Principal Environmental Health Officer and
assistant' environmental health officers;

"factory" means any building or part of a building in which
madhinery is worked by steam, water, eleetridity or other
mechanical power, for the purposes of trade'

"faeces" means the waste products From human digestion after
it passe's out through the bowels;
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"fomites'" means any porous substance capable of absorbing
and retaining contagious effluvia;

"host" means a person or living animal that affords
subsistence or lodgement to a parasite;

"human consumption'" in relation to food, includes use of
food in the preparation thereof for human consumption;

"infant" means a child under three years of age;

"{nfected" means suffering from, or in the incubation stage
of or contaminated by any iInfection, whether from
infectious, communicable, non~communicable or notifiable
disease;

"infection" means the entry and development or
multiplication of an infectious agent in the hody of man or
animals; '

"{njury" wmeans 1illness or severe discomfort due to
infection, or impediment, and dinjurious and other
derivatives shall be construed accordingly;

"infectious disease'" means a clinically manifest disease of
man or animal resulting from an infection which can be
communicated directly or indirectly by any person or animal
suffering therefrom to a person;

"insecticide” means any chemical substance used for the
destruction of insects, whether applied as a powder, liquid,
atomized liquid and includes pesticides and larvicides;

"isolation" means the segregation and the sesparation from
the state of belng prevented from communication, either
directly, or indirecntly vin disease vectors, thnse who may
acquire the disease, with persons who are suspected of being
infected with certain diseases, for the period of the
communiclability of that disease;

"loclal authority" or "local authorities'" means the relevant
municipal clouncil or local government councilj

"local government council" means a council established under
the Decentralization and Local Government Regions Act No: 1
of 1994y

"medical practitioner" means a person duly authorized to
practice medicine in Vanuatu In accordance with the Health
Practitioners Act [CAP: 164];

"Minister' means the Minister for the time heing responsible
for public health matters;



"medical Officer"” means any suvitably qualified person
appointed by a local authority, with the prior approval of
the Ministier to be a medicel officer;

"muﬁidipal council” means a council esbablished under the
Municipalities Act [CAP« 126];

"notiifiable disease" means a disease specified in the Firsti
Schedule and eny other disease which the Minister may from
time to time by notice declare to be a notifiable disease
for the purposes of this Act;

"nuisance’” means anything which injures or is likely to
injure health, and which admits of remedy either by the
individual whose act or omission causes the nuisance or by
the person or body who has control over the area where the
nuisance exists or by the local authority;

"occupler' includes any person in actual occupation of land
or premises without regard to the title wunder which he
ogcupies and, in the cagse of premiges subdivided and
sub-let, tthe person receiving the rent: on his own account or
as an agent for any person entitled thereto or interested
therein;

“other approved official" means any person appointed by a
local authority, with the approval of the Minister to
fulfill specific duties under this Act;

Yowner'" applies to every person 1in possession of or in
receipti either of the wholé or of any part of the rents or
profits of any land or tenement or in the occupation of that
land or tienement other than as a tenant from year to year or
for any less term or as a tenant at will;

"paragitie” is a biological organism that lives in, or on, a
person or animal host and cisn cause ill health ‘and sickness
in the host;

"patient” 18 a person who iz ill;

"person" includes any body corporate, partnership or

associiation of persons;

"persons subject: to isolation'" means persons suffering or
suspected ¢ be psuffering frem any notifiable or
communicable disease or whe may otherwise in the opinion of
a medical practitioner be or become sources of infection
with a notifiable or communicable disease;

“"pharmacist' means a person practicing as a pharmacist in
Vanuatu in gccordance with the Control of Pharmacists Act
[cAP. 23];
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"preJudidial to health" means injurious or likely tn cause
injury t'o health;

"prehises' incdiudes me'ssuage's and buildings and Lands,
easement's and hereditament of any tenure, whe'ther open or
enclosed whether buiit on or not, whe'ther pubiic or
private, and whether maintained or not under statutory
authority;

"pre’sdribe’ means prescribed by regulation;

"Principal Environmental Health Officer" means the Principal
Environmental Hdalth Offider appoinﬁed under section 7; -

"preséribéd advertisement“ means  an advertisement the
inténtion or 1likely result’ of which 1is to encourage the
bot't'le feeding of babies or the purchase or use of
presdribed articdles or the purdhase or usé of milk or other
prndu 't's in cdonnedtion with prescribed articles;

. "presdribed article" means a baby' s feed bottle or a bottle
’ teat’ or a dummy or any other baby or {infant feeding aid
dedlared by the Minister to be a presdribed article

; .. publish" means to insert in a newspaper or other
3 ¢ publidation or to send to any person by pust or otherwise or
2 te deliver to any person or leave upon premise's in the
: dupation of any person or to disseminate by hroaddast,
telecast or any prOJected image whe'ther moving or still or
to bring to the not'icde of the public in any othér manner
what'soever;

”saniﬂary system” means the tlatlal errangement for disposatl
of sewage incdluding the toflet, method of treatment and
final discharge]

"t'n se1l" inc'ludes to barte’r, offer or attempt to sell or’
redeive for sale or have' in possession for sale or expose
for sale or send forward for sale or deliver for sale or
dause or suffer or allow to be sold, nffered or exposed for
sale,.but refers only to selling for consumption or use by

"séwer” does not indlude a drain as -defined dn this section

drainage of buildings and yards appurtenant to buildings,
and the expression "public sewer" means a sewer which is
vested 1in and maintained by the Govormment' or a lochal
authority and includes, for the purposes of this Acdt, any
part' of a sewer from the cutlet of any disconnedting trap to
it's Jundtion with 2 publid sewer or drain, and the
expressfon ”private sewe'r' means any othey sewer‘

"sewage!' means soil water, wast's water, and manufacturing or
trade effluent}

but' otherwise includes all sewers and drains used for the— —
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“siaUghterhousd” means a plade of slaughtering animals, the
flesh of which is intended for sale for human consumption,
and indlude's any placle available in donnedtion therewlith for
~ the confinement’ of animals while awaiting slaughter there,
or for keeping or subJecting to any treatment or process
products of the slaughtering of animals in such plack’

"s0il pipe” means any pipe flxed on or in any buiidlng for
the purpose of conveying the disc harge's from water closet,
urinal, slop~hopper, bidet, or any waste water containing
Exdremantbl liquid or substance

"substlncle" incdlude's any artidle, dompound or liquid;

"supply” me'ans to provide to another person whethe'r by means
of sale or otherwise and whe'ther or not for réward'

"trade premises" means any. premises use'd or intended to be
used for aarrying on any trade or busingss;

"tollet" means a receptacle for donveying urine and faeces
to a method of treatment and disposal sudh as a sewage
works, septic tank, latrine pit or cdesspool;

"transit" includés-all stages of transit of foods from place
of production, plad of manufacture or other source of
origin, to the consumer.

Nyrban area' means a municipal cdouncil area and such other
areas as may be dedlared by the Minister;

"vecltor" means an animal or 1nsec& that' acts as an agent for
the transmission or inoculation, or both, of the chausative
parasite of a disease-

"vehicle" means any dévice which is usually a means of
donveyande by land, water or air whetheér or not such device
1s operational and indludes cart, caravan, bidydle, railway
darriage, ship, boat, barge, hulk and aeroplane;

"vermin" in it's application to inseéfs and parasites,
incdludes their eggs, larvae and pupae’;

"water-closet! means a toilet closet which has a separate
.fixed receptacle for the reception of excremental mat t'er
flushlug—f{rom—ta supply of clean ‘water either by the
operation of mechanism or by automaticd adtion;

"waste— pipe” means any pipe fixed on or in any building for
the purpose' of conveying any wast¢ water of a
non-excremental charaéter from baths, lavatory basins,
sInks, wash-tubs, and similar fittings,

"wast'e wat'er" means discharge of a non-excremental characdter
from baths, lavatory basins, sinks, wash~tubs and similar
fittings;
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"workplack" means any premises or buildings (other than a
workshop) or any part' of such prémises or building in which
work is performed or carried on for reward or profit

Yworkshop" means any premises or building, or any part of
such premises or building,_ln which any manual labour is
exercised by way of trade or for purposes of galns

PART 2
ADMINISTRATION

RESPONSIBILITIES AND POWERS OF THE MINISTER i
29 (1)  The' Minister shall be resPonsible for promoting the health
: and we'll-being of the people of Vanuatua

{2) The Minister shall be reSponsible for the implementation,
administrat'ion and enforcement of this Acts

(3) The' Ministe'r may use any power, whether expliditly provided
for or not, nedessary t'o enabie him to darry out his
responsfbilities unde'r this Adt inéluding sudh other powers
as may bé incidental to the responsibilities referred to in
subsec'tions (1) and (2)s

(4) Subjedt to the provisions of this Act, the Minister shall
exerdise general powers of supervisiOn and insPedtion over
local authorities in all mat'ters relating to the maintenande
and promotion of the public health, and way give such
dirédtions and make sudh orders for the due compliance as
may from time to time seem fits

POWER REGARDING LOCAL AUTHORITIES

33 (1 Subjedt to subsection (2), the Minlster may request any
loclal authority to act as an agent for the Covernment
pursuant' t'o this Act» =

(2) The power glveh to the Minister shall not in any way
derogate from the powers conferred on the Minister
responsible for lodal auﬁhorities and Ehe Ministér shall use
- the' power referred to in subsection (1) so far as necessary

for the purposes of this act! and shall inform the Minister

responsible —for—the local authorities, in writing and in

de'tail, as soon as possibles ST T

(3) The Minister may by regulations give effect to any
arrangement entered int's under subsection (1)»

POWER OF DELEGATION ' ‘

b (1) The Minister may from time to time either generally or
particularly delegate any powers and fundtions under this
At to nny officer of the Department of Illealth or any
officer holding or acting in any officde of ‘the public
servicde or local authoritiess
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(2) SubJedt to any’ general or spedifid diredtions given by the
' Minister, the officer to whom eny power or functions are
delegaLed may exereise those powe'rs or fundtions in the same
manner and with the. same effedt’ as 1f they had been
cdonferred on him directly by this Act’ and not' by delegatione

(3) Every offider or officer purporting to act in addordance
with a delegaLion under this section shall, in the absende
of proof to the contrary, be presumed to be acting in

acdordance with the terms of such delegations

{4) Any delepation under this se'dtion may he made to a epecified
person or to persons of a spediiied cdlass, or to the holder .
or holders for the time being of a speé1fied office’ or
specified classes of officlerss

{5) Every delegatlon shall be revodable in wrlting at will and
no delegation shall prévent the exerdise of any power or
funclt'ton by the Ministers

POWER OF DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

Sa Without' in any way derogating from his power under sedt'ion
4(5), the Minister may delegate all of his powers under this
Aét,_by Order, to the Diredtor of Health or to the holder of
tlie highest ranking administrative offid speéifidally
di51gnaLed for. the implementaLion and administration of this
Act's

DUTIES OF LOGAL AUTHORITIES TOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ACT

Be- 1Y shall bi' the duty of nvnry Lol ﬂULhD]IIy to take nll
lawful, nedcessary, and, under it" special cdircumstance’s,
reasonably pradtidable measure's for preventing  the
ocdcurrencle’ or dealing with any outbreek or prdvalence of any
infedtious, dommunicable, or pxeventable disease, t'o

safeguard and promote the public health and Lo exercise the

powers and perform the duties in respedt of the publid

health conferred or imposed on 1t' by Lhis Act or by any

othe'r laws

APPOINTMENT OF AUTHORIZED OFFICERS, E1Cq ‘
71 (1) Without derogating from t'he generality of section 2(3), the
Minister may appoint' -

___k44___444___iii___(44___e44———Ga}——anyfenvironmenteT“heaftH”offiééff___
(b) any meat' inspector;
(Y any veterinary officer;
(d) any medical practitioner;

(&) any medicdal officer;

() any fisherids offider; and

(g) any suitable person,

to be' an authorized officer for the purposes of this Acts
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(2) The Minister may, in the instruments of appointment of any

authorised officer define the officer's duties and

s ‘ responsibilities which dutides and reaponsibiliLies shall noti
; be inconaistient’ with this Ackt

K (3) The Minister may appoint any suitably qualified person tio be
the Prineipal Environmential Health Officer for the purposes
of this Acts

{(4) Every local authority, may also with the prior approval of
the Minister appoint such  medical officers, and
environmental health officers as may be necessary for the
purposes of performing the duties conferred or imposed on it
by this Acty

PART 3
PREVENTION AND SUPPRESSION OF ROTIFIABLE DISEASES

REPORTING OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASE , , .
89 (1) Where any person is suffering from any notifiable disease or
food peoisoning:~

(a) the head of the family to which such person (in this
gsection referred to -as the patient) belongs, and in his
defaulti the nearest' adultt relative of the patient
present, or in default of such person, the person in
charge of, or in attendance on the patient, and in
defaulti of any such person the odcupler of any butlding
in which the patient may be lodged shall, as soon as he
becomes aware, or has reason to suspect that the
patient: is suffering from any notifiable disease or
food poisoning, consult a medical practitioner or
notify the nearest registsred nurse, medical offitier or
environmental health officer;

(b) every medical practitioner or nurse attending on or
calied in vo visit the patient shall forthwith, on
becoming aware or having reason to sguspect that such a
patient is suffering from a notifiable disease or food
‘poisoning, notify the senior medical officer of the

- "area 1in which the patient is living <(hereinafter

““_‘*‘*—4—‘¥‘4__¥‘¥ﬁ__ﬁ&‘&___ﬁkﬁreferred to as the area medical officer) in such manner
az the-Minigter may from time to time direct; and shall
also inform the head of the “patient's family or any

patient:''s employer, 1f any, of the communicable nature
of the disease and precautions to be taken to prevent
its conveyance to others.

other person in attendance on the patient and the —
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(2) Every medical practitioner or nurse who bddomes aware or has
relason to suspedt whether by postmortem examination or
ntherwiae, that' any pe'tson has dicdd of a notifiable disdasd,
shall immediately furnish a written dertifidate therenf to
the! area medical officer and shall slso inform the head of
the' pstient's family or any other person who has been in
at'tendancde on sudh decéased person and the person, if any,
in whose employment such deceased person Iwas immediately
prior to death, of the communicable nature' of the disease
and the predauﬁions to be taken to prevent its conveyande to
otherss

(3) The Diredtor shall, upon application, supply forms of
dertificate’ for use under subsedtions (1) and (2) to any
medical pradtitioner or médidal offiders

POWERS OF MINISTER, DIRECTOR AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES

9e (1} For the purpose’s of preventing the' odcurrende of or of the
chedking of any not'1fiahle disease in Vanuatu and generally
for carrying out the provisions of this Part, the Minister
adting in his disdretinn shall, have power:

{a) to cause to be provided in sudh parts of Vanuatu as he
may deem fit permanent or temporary hospitals, clamps
and stat'fons for:

(1) the isolation, treatment and disinfe tion of
_persons suffering from a noti(iable disease and
of persons who, as a result of contact with
infedted persons or otherwise, may be or become
a sourde of Infection;

(11) the isolat'ion, ‘dlesnSing' and disinfection of
infedted artidle's and goods;

(b) tho seek, subJedt to compliande wifh the laws relating
t'o finande, such sums of money as in his opinion may be

nedessary;

(d) 'to do all such other things as he may deem nedessary
for ‘the protédtion of publid health' and

(d} to exempt any persons,‘ animals, goods, Vehidles or

vessels from any provislons_ of_ thisPart- or—to relax in

Lrom any provi
_k_f)_A_AF(J_i_(_i)_)—s)fe——theif‘favour any preséribed procedure as he, in his
di{sdretion, may think fit's

(2) Notwithst'anding the provisions "of any other law, the
Dirddtor shall, for the purposes of subsedtion (1), have
power:

(a) subjeét to the approval of the Minister adting in his
discretion:



(b)

{ch

(£)

(g)
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(1) to take temporary possession of or allow to be'
used such premise's, vehidles and vessels as in
his Dplﬂion may be nedessary for the
acdommodatlon,_ treaLment and disinfection of
persons and goods subject to lsolation;

(1i) for the lLike purpose, to requisition in writing,
such medical stores, hospitals and camp
equipment, articles of food and drink and such
other things as he deems nedessary;

(111) to appoint temporary mediclal and other officers,
nurses and personss

(iv) to authorize officbrs and  any temporary
officers, nurse's and persons appoinLed hereunde'r
to exerclise all or various of the powers and to
perform any work or duty authorized in this
Part;

(v). to prohibit, order and regulaLe écnditionally or
unconditionally the movements of  persons,
animals, goods, vehicles and vesse]s on Sea or
land, including the assembling together whether
habitnal or occasional, of either adults or
éhildrén;

to order the medical examination of and attendance
rherefor, and the survelllance,rrnstraint isolation,
reimoval and treatment of, persons subject to isolation;

to order for the purpose of dlagnosis or prevention of
Spread of infection the vaccination, inoculation or
other reCOgnized medical treatment of persons subjeét
to isolation;

to order, when in his opinion the nedessity arises, the
vacddination or, inoculatfon of unprotedted persons; .

to order_ the isolation, removal,_ cleansing,
disinfection of personal effects,_ goods, premiees,
drains, vehicles and Vanuatu vessels whidh are 1ikely

e ———— to dause the spread of any notifiable disease, and the

disinfec'tion or destrudtion of fomites which™ have"been
in contact with or used by persons subject to
isolation; :

to forbid the discharge of sewage, drainage or
inqnnitnry wntter of nny dﬂoéription futo any wnter
dourse, stream, lake or source of water supply,

to dause infected animals, birda, or poultry to be
destroyed in such manner as. he thinks fit'
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(h) to prohibit the kehping of animals, birds or poult'ry or
any species tbereof in any spedified area,

(1) tb order a postmortem examination on the body of a
deldleased person if . the death of such person s
suspéét 'd t'o have bden due' to a notifiable disease and

" the fadts relating to the deaﬂh dannot with &ertainty
be asdertained without such examination or if it {s
de'sirable' for preventing the oddurrenée or spread of a
notffiable disease that' the facts relatlng to the death
of any person should be ascertained;

(j) to cause to be provided, equipped, maintained and
: staffed: '

(i) plades for the redeption of dead bodies
(mortuaries) and the performance of postmortenm
e’xaminations;

(ii) dlsinfectlng and dlean51ng stations for the

cdleansing of persons and the cléansing and

disinfeldtion of dirty, verminous or infedted
dlothing, bedding and other artidles,

such mortuaries, disinfecting and cleansing stations to
be' donstrudted a“ording to plans and specifications

approved by the' Minist'drs

(3) A medidal offider shall advise the Director as early as

ossible of any threatened or adtual outbreak of a disease

in his area, requesting authority to exerc '15¢ all or any of

the powers specified in subseétion (2) as he donsiders

neéessary, and, pending rédeipt of such aufhority, a medidal

offider may prov1siona11y exeréise such powers, but their

applidation shall only be valid for the period prior to the
receipH of the Diredtor's instrudtions in the mat'ters

(4) Whenever a medical officer is of the opinion that' the
cdleansing or disinfédtion of any premises or of any artiéle
1s nedessary for preventing the spread or limiting
otherwise for preventing. danger to health or for rendering
any premises fit for occupation, he may authorize any
medidal offider, env1ronmenta1 health officer, with or
wiﬂhout assistants, ko enter on_any premlses_and to_carry

Y
out' such cleansing or di'sinfedtions

(5) Any medidal offider or other person authorized in that
behalf by a medical of ficer may at any reasonable t'ime ent'e
any premises or vessels in whic 'h “he has reason to believe
that' there 1s or recéntly has belen any person sufEfering from
-a notifiable disease or otherwise' subJect to isolation, for
the purpose of ascertaining whether any person in such
premises or aboard such vessel is suffering or has recently
suffered from any discasea



(6)
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A medichal officer or any environmental health officler or
othe'r person authorize'd in that' behalf by a medical of fider
may at' any reasonable time, with or without' assistants:

(a) enter on any premises or ve'sseéls and inspect the same
and all things there'on or therein;

(b) do on any land or in any premlses any public' health or
other work authorized or diredteds

UBSTRUCTION
Every person who in any way diredtly or indirectly by adt or
default' -

(a) obstruct's or hinde'rs the Diredtor or a medical officer
fn the exercise of his fundtions and powers under the
provisions of thlS Part or obstructs or hinders any
dnvironmental health officer, or other person acting
with the authority or by diredtion of the Direcdtr or a
meédicdal offider; or

(b) does anyuhing which the Diredtor or a medioal offider
in the exercise of the functions and powers under this
Part forbids t'o be done'; or

(") -refuses, delays or neglects to comply with any
diredtion or requ1rement of the pirédtor or a medical
officer or fails to afford reasonable assistande to the
Dirdctor or a medical officer in the exdrcise of the
fundtions and powers under this Part,

shall be guilty of an offenée and shall be liabie’ on
donvickion to a fine not exceéding VI50:000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exdeeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonment’s

MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF PERSON SUFFERING TROM NOIIFIABLE ‘DISEASE

11 (1)

1f the' Diredtor is satisfidd, subjedt to the approval of the
Minister -

(a) that' there is reason to belicve that a person 1s or has
belen suffering from a notifiable diselase’ or,_though not'
suffering from such a disease, is a carrier of the

“discase; and o S T

(b) that in the interest of such a person or 1in the
interest’ of his family, or in the public inLerest, it
is expadilent that he should be medically examined; dnd

(¢') that' such a person Is not under treatment of a medical
practitioner or the medical practitloner who is
tleating him consent’s to the' making of an order under
this sedtion,



(2)
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the Director may make an order for such a person to be

medically examined by a medical practitioner nominated by
the Directors

A person who willfully disobeys an order made under
subsection (1) or who obstructs or delays or in any way
interferes with the prompt execution of such order, shall be
guilty of an offencde and shall be liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding VT50:000 or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 12 months or to both such fine and
imprisonment . :

ISOLATION OR EXCLUSION OF PERSONS EXPOSED TO INFECTION

12+ (1)

(2)

(3)

Where' in the opinion of a medical officer, a person has
recently been exposed to infection by, and who may be in the .
incubation stage of, any notifiable disease and is not
accdommodated in such manner as is adequate to guard against
the spread of the disease, such person may, on a certificate
signed by the medical officer, be removed, by order of a
dourt’ and at the cost of the Government, to a hospital or
other place of isolation and there detained until, in the
opinion of the medical officler, he is free from infection or
is able to be discharged without danger to public health,
or until the court cancels the orders

A person who leaves the hospital or other place of isolation
referred to in subsection (1) in contravention of any order
made under subsection (1) is guilty of an offence and shall
be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding VT50:000 or
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to
both such fine and imprisonment:

A persan having the care of a child who 1is, or has heen,
suffering from, or has been exposed to infection of, a
notifiable disease, shall not, after being notified by a
medical practitioner that the child is not to be sent to
school, permit the child to attend school until he has
obtained from a medical practitioner a certificate that in
his opinion the child may attend school without undue risk
of communicating the disease to otherss:

INFECTED PERSONS

13,

Any person who -

{a) knowing that he is suffering from any notifiable

digsease, wilfully exposes himself without proper
precaution against spreading the notifiable disease, in
any street, public place, shop, inn, public cdonveyance
~or vessel, or enters any public' conveyance or vessel
without previously notifying the owner, conductor,
driver or master thereof that he is so suffering; or

(b) being in charge of any person so suffering and in the
knowledge that he 1s so suffering, so exposes such
sufferer; or :
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(hH know1ng that he is suffering from a notifiable dlsease,
engages in or darrieds on any trade, business or
oédupation which he cannot éngage in or darry on
without risk of spreading the disease; '

(d) gives, lends, sells, transmit's or exposes, without
' previous disinfedtion,‘any bedding, dlothing, rags or
othe'r things whidh have', to his knowledge, be'eh exposed

to infedt'ion from any such discase,

shall be guilty of an offencded and shall be 1liable on
donviction to a fine not exceéding V13005000 or to
hnprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years or to both
such fine and fmprisonment's

DISINFECTION OF A PUBLIG CONVEYANCE

142 (1) Every owner, driver, or master of a conveyande or vessel
shall 1mmediate1y provide for the disinfedtion of such
donveyande or vessel aft'er it has to his knowledge donveyed
any person suffering from a notifiable diseases

(2) NoUwithstanding subsection (1) no owner, driver or master
referred to in subsection (1) shall be required to convey
any person suffering from a notifiable disease until he has
been paid a sum of money suffiéient to éover any loss or
éxpenses incdurred by him in carrying into effect this

sedt'ions

(3)  any owner, driver or master of a chnveyance' or vessel who on
or after being pald in addordance with subsedtion (2) fails
to provide immediately the donveyance' or vessel for
disinfedtion shall be guilty of an offeice and shall be
1iable' on donvict'ion to fine not exdeeding VT300~000 or tb
imprisonment for a term not exdedding 3 years or to both
such fine' and imprisonments

LETTING INFECTED HOUSE ) .
15+ (1) Any person who knowlnpgly 1ets for hive any dwﬁlling ot
premises or part of such dwelling or premises in which any
person has been suffering from a notifiable disease without
having the dwelling or premises or part of such dwelling or
prdmfﬁes and all articles therein liable to retain infedtion
-~Aﬁ__ii__rr___4___4__;4__k4i_effi iently disinfedted to the satisfaction of a meldical
of fider or an environmental-henlth- officer, ns cdertified by
such officer shall be guilty of an offénce and shall be
liable on donviction tlo a fine not exdeéding V13002000 or to
imprisonment for a term not' exceeding 3 yeéars or to bath
such fine and lmprisonment's

(2) ‘'this sédtfon shall apply to any duner or keeper of a hotel
or boarding—house who lets any room or part thereof to any
persons
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OWNER OF LETTING HOUSE TO GIVE TRUE INFORMATION

Any person 1ett1ng for hire or showing for the purpose of
leﬂting for hire any dwelling or premises or part of sudh
dwelling or premises who, on being questioned by any person
negotaating for the hire of sudh dwelling or premises as to
the' radt' of there being or within aflx  woaks prouiouniy
having been therein any person suffering from any notifiable
diseasd, knowingly make's a false' answer to such quesdion
shall bé guilty of an offende and shall be liable on
donvidtion to a fine not exdeeding VI50:000 .or to
imprlsonment for a term not exdeldding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonment's

INFECTED PERSON NOT TO USE A SWIMMING POOL

No person shall enter a swimming pool knowing himself to be
suffering from open wounds, sores or any infedtious disease
or having 80 suffered, not being suffidiently recdovered to
be fréé from risk of infedﬂing otherss

Any person who contravenes or falls to domply with
subse’dt'ion (1) shall be guiltly of an offende and shall be
liable on conviction th a fine not’ exceeding V1505000 or tdo

imprisonment for a term not e&xddeding 12 months or to both
asuch Find and dmprisonments

OF HOMEWORK WHERE NOTIFIABLE DISEASE EXISTS

If a dase of a notlfiable disease oddurs on any premises,
then whethe'r the person suffering from the disease has been
removed from the premises or not, the local authority, or a
medical offider or environmeéntal health officer may make an
order forbidding any work to which this section applies to
be - given out to any person living or working on those
premises, or on such part’ theréof as may be spedified in the
order, and any order so made may be served on the occupier
of any fadtory, worlcshop, Shop or other plade from which
work 1s giveén out, or on any dontractor employed by any such
oddupiers

An order under subsedtion (1) may be expressed to operate
for a specified time or until the premises or any part
the'reoF specifidd in the order have been disinfected to the
satisfaction of the lodal auLhority, a nmdidal officer or
environmental health officer,_ or may be' expressed__LgL.be

If any ocdupier or cdontracdtor on whom an order under
subsedtion (1) has. be'en served dontravenes or fails to
domply with the provisicns of the order, he shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable on donV1ction to a fine
not exceeding VI502000 or to impriSonment for a term not
axcleeding 12 months or to hoth such find and imprisonmentn
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This se’dtion shall apply to the making, dleaning, washing,
altle ring, ornamenting, finishing or repairing of wearing
apparel and any work indidental thereto, and to such other
diasse's of work as may from. time to time be prescribeds

DEAD BODIES

1f a medical officer is satisfied that the retention in any
building of the body of a person who has died from a
not'Lfiable disease would endanger the health of any person
he' may order ~

(a) that' the' body be removed by and at the cost' of the
local authority to a mortuary, for postmortem
examinat'ion or otherwise, and that" the nedessary steps
be' t'aken to se&ure that it is buried within a time

limitled by the order; or

(b) if he considers immediat'’d burial nede'ssary, that the
body be' buried imme'diatelys

Unless relatives or friends of the' dedeased person unde'rtake
td, and do, cause the body t'o be buried within the time
1imit'ed by the order or,_as the dasé may be, immediateiy, it
shall be the duty of the lodal duthority within whose area
the' body was lying at' the t'ime of the making of the' order to
dause the body to be buried, and any expenses reasonably
incurred by Ehe local authority in so doing may be redovered
by civil process from any person legally liable to pay the
expense's of the burials

An order under this section shall be an authority to any
person name'd in such order to do any act nedessary for
glving effedt to the orders

Where any person die's from any not'1fiable disease in any
hOSpital or place of temporary aédommodation for the sick

and the' madical practitioner in dharge of that hospital or
place aertifies that' in his opinion it is désirable in order
t'o prevent the risk of communicating any notifiable diseasé
or of 5preading infeétion Ehat Ehe body shall not' be removed
from the hospital or plade of teémporary accommodation except
for the purpose of being taken diredtly to a nmrtuary or

be'ing buried forthwith the body shall be taken out of the

(5)

hoSpital or place of temporary acdommodation and shalr be

immediately carried or taken direct to Ehe mortuary or place

of burial and (in the latter case) there inmediately burieds

Nothing in this Act shall prevent the removal of any dead
body from any hOSpital or temporary plade of acclommodation
for the sic 'k to any mortuary and that mortuary shall, for
the purpose of this section, be deemed part of the hospital
or temporary place of achmmodatlone '
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Any person who contravenes any of the prov151ons of this
sedtion or fa1ls to comply with any order made under this
secdt'ion shall be' guilty of an offende and shall be 1iablé on

donvidtion to a fine ‘not exceeding VT502000 cr to
imprisonment' for a term not' exceeding 12 months or to both
such fine' and imprisonmenta

INFECTED ARTICLES TO BE DEALT WITH

202

Any goods or artldles dertifled by a med1ca1 practitloner,
medical officer or environmental health officer to have been
exposed tio infedtion with a notifiable disease and to be
liable to derry infédt'ton may be removed to an 1solation
statlon and there dealt with as may be prescribed or as a
medical officer may order:

AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE OR RESTRICT APPLICATION

212

The' Minister may, by regulation -
(a) amend the Schedule;
(v) provide that all or any of the provisions of this Part

shall not apply in relation to any notifiable disease
specdified in the regulationa

PART 4
NUISANGCE

PROHIHITIDN OF NUISANCR

22  No person shall dause a nulsance or shall suffer to exist on any
land or premisés owned or occupléd by him or of whidh he is in
charge' any nuisance or othe'r condition 1iab1e to be injurious or
dange’rous t'o healthe

LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO MAINTAIN CLEANLINESS AND PREVENT NUISANCES

23

It' shall be the duty of every lodal authority .to take all
lawful, nedessary and reasonably practidable measures to
maintain its area at all t'imes in a clean and sanitary
condftfon, and for preventing the occurrende therein of, or
for remddying or deusing to be remedied, any nuisande or
cdondition liable to be injurious or dangerous to health, and
to take prodeedings against any person causing or
résponsible for the dont'inuande of _any_such nuisance or

dcnditionﬂ

WHAT CONSTITUTES A NUISANGE

24¢

The following shall be deemed to be nulsance' liable to be

de'alt' with in the manner provided in this Part:

(a) any dwelling or premises or part of such dwe'lling or
premises which is or are of such donstrudtion or in
such a state or so situated or 50 dirty 0r S0 verminous
as to be injurious or dangerous to health or which is
or are liable to give rise to the' spread of any
infedtious disease
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(d)
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any street, or part of such street), any stream, pool,
dit'ch, guttler, watercourse, sink, water-tank, distern,
water—dloset, earth-closet, privy, urinal, cesspool,
.soaknaway pit, septid tank, desspit, soil-pipe,
waste-pipe, drain, sewer, garbage redeptadle, dustbin,
dung—pit, refuse pit, lep—tank ash-pit or manure heap
sd foul or in such a state or so situated or
constructed as to be offensivé or injurious or
dange'rous t'o health;

any well, river, stream, spring or other source of
wat'er supply, or any tank, cistern or other redeptadle
for water, whether publlc or private, the water from
which - is used or 1is 1ike1y to Dbe wused for human
drinking or domestid purpose's, or in connection with
any dairy, or in connection with the manufacture or
preparation of any artiéle of food intended for human
dOnsumption, which 1is in - the opinion of an
énvironmental health officer polluteld ot otherwise
liable to render any such water injurious or dangerous
to helalth;

any noxious matter or waste wate'r flowing or disdharged
from any premises, wherever situated, into any street,
or into the gutter,‘side channel or bed thereof not
approved for the recdeption of such discharge;

any stable, cowshed, or other building or premises used

‘far the keeping of animals or birds, which 1s so

construdtled, situated, useéd or kept as to be offensive,
or which is in1urious or dangerous to health;

any animal or bird so kept as to be injurious to
helalth;

any adéumulation or deposit of refuse, rubbish, offal,
manure or other mat'te'r what'seever which is offensive or
which is injurious or dangerous t's health;

any dwelling or premises which is or are so overcrowded
as to be injurious or dangerous to the' health of the
inmates,

dleanliness and free from offensive smell arising fr0m

any drain, s dwer, lat'rine or privy or not ventilated so-

as to destroy or render harmless and inoffens1ve, as
far as pradticable, any gases, vapors, dust or other
impuriliss genernted dr so overcrowdad or so badly
lighted or ventilated as to be inJurious or dangerous
t's the health of those employe'd thereing

any fadtory or trade premises éausing or giving rise to
sme'lls or effluvia which are offensive or which are
injurious or dangerous to health;
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(1)

(m)

(o)

(a)

(b)

ABATEMENT NOTICE '

25% A local authority or environmental health offiéer, 1
satlsfied of the existlnde of a nu1sande, shall serve an
abatement’ notide on the author of the nuisande or, 1if he
dannot! be found, on the oddupier or owner of the dwelling or
premise's on whidh the’ nuisancle arises or continuas,
rdquiring him to abate’ it within the time specified in the
abaﬁéméntf notice, and to exedute such work and do such
things as may be nedessary for that purpose, and, 1f such
lodal authorit& or environmental helalth officer thinks 1t
désirable spedify any work to be exeduted to prevent the
récdurrende of such nuisandcle:

- Ouwmers
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any area of land kept or permiﬂﬂed to remain in such a
‘atate ne te he offanatve or  Ltabla te  dnuae  any
infedt'lous, éOmmunicahle or preventable disease or

Injury or danger t'o health;

any chimney sending forth smoke, dust, grit, or other
effluvia in such quantity or in su&h manner as to be
offensive or injurious or dangerous to héalth;

any éemetery, burial place' or place of sepulture so
situated or so crowded or otherwise so conducted as to

be' offensive or {njurious or dangerous to health;

any septid tank, soakaway, esspit,. gully, dMstlern,
sewer, gut'ter, privy, waterndloset, or other drainage
or sanitary fitment formerly used for the drainage of
any building and 1o longer used therefore, which has
not been filled in, demolished or removed tlo the
satisfaction of an environmental health offider, and
whigh 1a likoly to plve riss Lo conditionns, injurioun
t'o helalth; and

any adt, omission or thing whidh‘ is, or may bhe,
dangerous to life, or injurious to healths

Provided that -

where the nuisande arises from any want' or defedt of a
strudtural dharacter, or where the dwelling or premises

where the author of the nuisance cannot’ be found and it
is cléar that the nuisance does not arise or &ontlnue
by the' adt' or default' or sufferance of the odclupisr or
owner of the dwelling, the local _authority or
environmental ‘health of ficler may remove or dause the
same to be removed and tnay do what 1s necessary to

prevent the redurrence thereofs
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FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH AN ABATEMENT NOTICE

262 1f the person on whom an abatemenﬁ notide to remove a
nuisance has been served Under section 25 fails to domply
with any of the requirements of that notice within the t'imé
spedified the local authority or an environmental health
officer shail cause a complaint relating to such nuisancé to
be' made before a court and the' dourt’ shall thereupon issue a
summons requiring the person on whom the notice was serveld
t'o appear before it

IMPOSITION OF NUISANCE ORDER BY COURT

272 (1) 1f the court’ is satisfie'd that the alleged nuisance exists,
the dourt' shall make a nuisande order on the author thereof,
or the oddUpier or owner of the dwe'lling or premise's, as the'
case may be', requiring him tlo comply with all or any of the
requirements of the abatement notice or otherwise to abat'e
the' nuisance within a time spe dified in the nuisande order
and to do any works nedessary for that purposew

(2) The' éourt may by such order impose a fine on the person on
whom thée nuisance order is made, and may also give
diredt'ions as t'c the payment of all dosts 1néurred up to the
time of the he'aring or making of the ordetr for the abatement

of the nuisances

(3) If the court' is satisfied that' the' nuisance, although abated
sinde the serv1ée of the' abatement notide, was not removed
within the time sped dified fin sudh abatement notide, the

dourt’ may impose a fine on the person on whom such abat'ement

notidd was served, and may, in addiLion to or in
subst'itut'ion for sudh fine, order such person to pay all

dost's incurred up t'o the' t'ime of the hearing of the casez

(&) 1f thé nuisande, although abated 51née the service of the
abat'ement! notice, in the opinion of the local authority or

- an environmental health officer is likely to redur on the
sameé dwelling or premises, the local authority or
environmental health officer - shallp dause 2 complaint
relating to such nuisance to be' made before a court and the
dourt’ shall thereupon issue a summon, requiring the person

on whom the notide was served tho appear before it

G%&———lf the court isr,satisfied that ”;hém alleged nuisand'

premises, .the dourt shall make a nu1san€e order on the

author thereof or the occupier or owner of the dwe'lling or
premise's, as the clase may be, requiring him to do any
specdifidd work nedcdessary to prevent the recdurrence of the
nuisance and prohibiting it's redurrende:
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In the event that the person on whom a nuisance order {is
serveld falls to comply with the nu1sande order wlthin a
re'asonable time, the locdal authority or environmental healﬁh

of ficer shall agaln dause a complaint to be made to the'
cdourt’ and the' court shall thereupon SS5UE€ A  Summons
requiring such person to appear before it and on proof that
the' nuisance order has not' been domplied with may 1mpose a
fine and may also glve directions as to the payment' of all
cdost's ‘up to the' time of the hearinga

Béfore making any nufsance order, the dourt may if it thinks
fit', adjourn the hearing or further hearing of the summons
unt'il an inspedtion, 1nvestigation or analysis in respedﬂ of
the' nuisanc e alleged has been made by a person appointed for
that' purpose by the dourts

LOCAL AUTHORITY MAY EXECUTE WORK TO ABATE NUISANCE

282

NUISANCE BY
292

Whenever it appears to the satisfaction of a dourt that' the
person by whose act or default a nuisande arises, or the
owner or odcupier of the premises, is not known or dannot be
found, it may order the lodal authority th execute the works
thereby dirddted and the cdost of exeduting such works shall
be a charge on the property on which the sald nuisande
dxist'sa

TWO OR MORE PERSONS

Whe're' a nuisande appears t'o be wholly‘or‘partly caused by
the adt's or defaults of two or more persons, proceedlngs may
be insLituted under the foregoing provisions of this Part'
agalnst any one of them, or all or any two or more of them
may be indluded in the same prodeedings and, subjedt to
those prov151ons, any one or more of the persons prodeeded
against may be ordered to abate the nuisance, so far as it
appears to the dourt to be daused by his or their acts or
default's whidh, in the opinion of the court, dontribute to
the nuisandé, or may beé findd or otherwise ‘punished,
notbithstanding that' the acts or defaults of any one of
those persons would not separately have' daused a nuisande,
and the' costs may be apportioned as the dourt may cdonside’r
fair and reasonables

POWER OF ENTRY

302 (1)

A lLocal authoritv or an environmental_hea1th—offider orea

polide officer of or above the rank of sergeant, shall have
the' right to enter any building or premises -

(a) for the purpose of éxamining as to the existende
thereon of any nuisande liable' to be dealt’ with
summarily under this Part at any hour by day and, in
the' dase of a nuisance referred to in sedtion 24(h) at'
any hour by day or by night, or, in the casé of a
nuisande arising in respedt of any trade or business,
aL any Lime when the' trade or business 1s in progréss
or 18 usually carried on,
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(b). where .a nuisance has been ascértained to exist or a

nuisance order has been made under this Part|, at any
: such hour as referred to in paragraph (a) wuntil the
] nuisance' is abated or the works ordered to be done are
dOmpleE€d, and :

(¢ where' a nuisance order has not been complied with or
has been infringed at' all reasonable hours, inéluding
all hours during whidh business therein is in prOgress
or 1s usually darried on, for the purpose of execut'ing
such orders

(2) Any person who [alls to give or refusés acdess to any
environmental health officer, or polide officer authorized
unde'r subsection (1) after any suéh officer has requesfdd
ent'ry into any dwe'lling or premises, or obstructs or hinders
him in the exeéution of his dut'ie's under this Part, shall be
guilty of an offende and shall be liable on eonviction to a
fine not Exdeeding V11002000 or to 1mprisonment for a te'rm
not' exdeeding 12 wmonths or - to both such fine' and
fmprisonment's '

PART 5
PREVENTION AND DESTRUCTION OF MOSQUITOES AND VERMIN

BREEDING PLACES A NUISANGCE
M= All dollections of water, sewage, rubbish, refuse, ordure or
othe'r fluid or solid substances in or around any dwelling
— which are so situntied as to be reaﬂonubly dapable of removal
and which permit or facilitate the transmission of discase
of parasites of humans or dOmestic animals or the breeding
of mosquitoes or other insects or vermin or of other agent's
which are known to darry diseases of humans or domestid
animals or such parasities or which may otherwise cause or
facilitat'e the infedtion of humans or domestid animals by
such disease's or parasites, shall be nuisances liable to be'
de'alt' with in the manne'r provided in Part 4z

PREMISES FREE OF REGFPlACLES OR LONG GRASS
320 (1) The ownér or odcupier of any premises or land shall keep all
parts of such premises or land which {s within Fifty metre's

of any dwelling free—from akl- bottles,i,whole or_broken,
tins, boxes, codonut husks, earthenware vessels, shells or
any other articles whidh are 1ikely to be harborage for
vermin ot are likely to dollect and retain water and

facilitate the breeding of mosquitobess

(2) No person shall permit any premisés or lands owned or
occupied by him or over whidh he has dontrol and which are
situdted within thirty metres of any dwelling, publid
building, school, store, workshop or workplace to bedome
povergrown with long grass of such a nature as to be likely
to be a harborage for vermin or are likely to collect and
retaln water and fadilitate the breeding of mosquitoess
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(3) Any person who fails to comply with the prov181ons of this
sect'lon shall be guiltly of an offence and shall be liablée on
donvidtion to a fine not exceeding VT50:000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or ta both
such fine and imprisonments

WATER TANKS TO BE COVERED AND SCREENED

33 (1) It shell not be lawful for any person to keep, or for the
owner or occupier of any premises or land to allow to be
kept' on the premises or land, any dolledtion of water in any
barrél, tub, bu ke't, tank or other vessel intended for the
sﬂorage of water unless such barrel tub, bucket, tank or
ve'ssel is fitted with a sufficient dover and is properly
protieédted or scréendd to  the satisfadtion of an
environmental health officer or other approved official so
as to prevent mosquitoes from entering such barrel, tub,
budket, tank or other vessels

(2) Any person who falls tho domply with the provisions of
subsection (1) shall be guilt'y of an offende and shall he
lfable on donvidtion to a fine not exceeding VT50:000 or to
imprisonment for a term nor exceeding 12 months or to hoth
such fine and imprisonment’s

ARTICLES NOT T0 PROVIDE HARBORACE FOR MOSQUITOES . ‘

34 (1) The owuer or DCCUplEr of any plemises or land shall ensure
that no article or posse551on, other than waLer dol]eéﬁion
velssells referred to in sedtion 37(1),‘15 to be situated,
orientated or arranged in sudh a manner as to allow it to
datich, doliedt or trnp water such that it dould provide
harborage' for mosquitoess

(2)° where such artidles, or possessions are so situated or
orientated to allow the harborage of mosquitoes then an
environmental health officer can require the owner or
.odéupier to relodate or renorientate such articles or
possessions to ensure they can no longer provide harborage
for mosquitoess

(3) Any oWwner or occupier of any premises or land who
dontravenes or fails to comply with subsection (1) or a
requirdment' unde’r subsection (2) shall be' guillty of an
offénce and shall be' 1iable on donviction to. —a£ine not

" éxdeéeding VT50:000 or to imprisonment for a term not

exdeeding 12 months or to both such fine and imprisonments

SEPTIC TANKS, SOAKAHAYS ETCq, TO BE SCREENED

352 (1) The' owner or ochpier of any premises upon or atta&hed t'o
which 1is any desspit aesSPool, septic tank or Soakaway,
shall dause such dessp1t,rcesspool septid tank or soakaway
to be properly proﬂecﬂed or screened to the satisfadtion of
an authorized offider so as to prevent moSquitoes from

entering such deSSpit, aesspool septid tank or soakaways




(2)

LARVAE ETCa»
36.

PRESENCE OF
37q
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Any owner or occupier of any premises who contravenes or
fails to comply with subsection (1) shall be guflty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding VT50:000 or to imprisonment for a term not
excdeeding 12 months or to both such fine and imprisonment:

TO BE DESTROYED .

Where' any of the immature stages of the mosquito are found
on any premlises or land in any collection of water in any
cesspit, cesspool, septic tank, soakaway, well, pool,
channel or drain, or in any barrel, drum, tub, bucket, tank
or any other vessel, or in any bottle, whole or broken, tin,
box, coconut husk, shell, canoe or any other article, it
shall be lawful for an authorized officer to take immediate
steps .to destroy or arrange for the destruction of such
immature stages of mosquito by the most appropriate means,
and to  take such action as 1s necessary to prevent the
recurrence of the nuisance and to render any pools or

cdollections of water unfit to hecome breeding places for
mosquitocss

MOSQUITO LARVAE AN OFFENCE

Notwithstanding any provisions of this Act, the owner or
ocdcdupler. of any house, premises, or land or the owner or
person having the vessel, or other article or receptacle in
or about which there 1s any collection of water found by an
authorized officer to contain any of the immature stages of
a mosquito likely to transmit disease to man shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding VT50:000 or to lmprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or te both such fine and imprisonment:

ENTRY TO ROUTINE OR EMERGENCY MOSQUITQO ERADICATION

K1Y {1)

(2)

After adequate notification had been given all persens
cdoncerned shall permit entry to their ptemises and
facilitate the work of duly authorized officers for the
purpnae nf detecting the presence of mosquitoes, and for the
routine and emergency eradication of mosquitoes:

Adequate notice for the purposes of subsection (1) shall be
48 hours for routine purpose or in an emergency such time as
the Director considers appropriates

(3) Any person who prevents,;—obstructsy;-hinders or-threatens-any ——

authorized officer in the performance of his duties under
subsection (1) 1s gullty of an offence and shall be liable
on conviction to a fine not exceeding VT50:000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonments
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PART 6

FILTHY OR VERMINOUS PREMISES
OR ARTICLES AND VERMINOUS PERSONS

CLEANING OF FILTHY OR VERMINOUS PREMISES

394 (1)

(2)

(3)

Wherd a lodal authorit& is satisfied, upon rddéiving a
dertificate from an environment'al health officer that any
premlaes uased Lor human habitat'lon -

(a) 1s 1in such a filthy or unwhole'some condition as to bhe
preJudidial to helalth; or

{(h) 1s verminous,

the lochal authorit& shall give notice to the owner or
oddupier of the premises réquiring him to take such steps to
reme'dy the condition of the premises by dleansing and
disinfedting, as may be specified in the notice, and in the

,dase of verminous premises the not'ice may require the

rémoval of wallpaper or the scraping of paint or other
covering from the walls and the taking of such other steps,
indluding the application of insecticide or other
appropriat hemidais, as may be ne&essary for the purpose’
of destroying or removing vermins

If a person on whom a noﬂice under subqertion (1) 1s served
fails to cdomply with the requlrements of that notice, the'
lodal autHOthy may itself carry out the JequirEmentS and
recover From the person thel expenses reasonably incurred by
it' in carrying out’ such requirementss

Any person who contravenes or falls to dOmply with the
requirement’s of a notide served under subsection (1) is
guilty of an offende and shall be liable on convidtion to a
£ine not exéeeding V1502000 or to impiisonment for a term
not! exceeding 12 months or to both such fineé and

- imprisonment's

CLEANSING OR DESTRUCTION OF FILTHY OR VERMINOUS ARTICLES

40%

Whe're! a local authorit& is .satisfied upon receiving a
dertifidat'e from an environmental health officer that any
article in any premises -

{a) 1is 1in a filthy condition as ts render it's leansing,
puriticaﬁion, or destruction nedessary in order to
prevent injury, or danger of premises; or

(b) 1is verminous, or by reason of its having been used by,
or having been in dontact with, any verminous person,
1s likely to be verminous,

the' locdal authority shall cause' that articie to be cdleansed,
purified disinfedted or destroyed, as the dase may require,
and, 1if nec essary for that purpose, to be removed from the
premises at' the expense of the' owner of such artidles
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CLEANSING OF VERMINOUS PERSONS AND THEIR CLOTHING

415 (1)

(2)

(3)

Upon the appllcation of any person, the Principal
Environmental Health Officer or a local authority may take
or direét o he thken such mensures as are nedéssary to free
such person and his diothing from vermins

Whelre the Prinéipal Environmental He'alth Officer or a lodal
authority 1s satisfied upon receiving a dertifidate from an
environmental helalth offiéer that' any person, or the
dlothing of any perSOn, is verminous, then, if that person
consent's, the Principal Environmental Health Offider or, the
lodal auEhority, as the case may be, may dause suéh person
to be removed t'o a hospital dlinid, or clean51ng station,
whe're such melasurel's may be' takeh as may be' necessary to free

him and his clothing from vermins

If such person doe's not  so donsent the Prindipal
Environmental Health OEficer or the locdal authority may
apply to a dourt, and the dourﬁ 1f satisfied that it is
nedessary that sudh person or the dlothing of such person'
should be cleansed may make an order for his removal to a
hoapitn1. dlindid or dleanning atation and for hia detention
the'rdln for such period and subject to such conditions as
may be' spééified in the order*

The cleansing of female's undei thi’s seétion shall be carried
out’ only by a me'dical practitloner in the presenée of a
woman, or by a woman duly authorized by a medical officers
Any donsent' requireld to be given for the purposes of this
sedtion may, in the case of a person under the age of
dighteen years,, be given on his behalf by his parent or
guardians ‘

PART 7
PROVISION AND PROTECTION OF WATER SUPPLY

URBAN HOUSES TO BE PROVIDFD WITH A PROPER WATER SUPPLY

H24q

Within every municipal council area all buiidinbs Jnrendpd

for human habitatlon shall be provided within their
durtilage a proper and suffidient supply of wholesome watler

for the domestic use of the inhabitants to the safisfaction
of the' municipal cluncdile

PROVISION OF PROPER WA[ER SUPPLY IN RURAL AREAS

433

Evely local government coundil shall take all nedessary
stdps to endeavour to ensure that' all inhabitant's of the
rural area under 1it's jurisdiction have' addess to proper and
suffidient supplies of wholesome water for domestid
purposess :
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MUNICIPAL COUNCILS TO ENFORCE PROVISION OF WATER SUPPLY

44, (1)
(2)
(3)

SAMPLING OF

45.

If a building referred to in section 42 appears to the
municipal council by a report of an environmental health
officer to be without a proper and sufficient supply of
wholesome water, the wunicipal council shall by written
notice require the owner or occupler of the building within
a reasonable time Lheredin specified to provide a proper and
sufficient supply of wholesome water.

In default of compliance with a notice issued under
subsection (1), the municipal council may at the expiration
of the time specified 1in such notice direct that after a
specified time the building be not occupied until the notice
is complied with. '

Notwithstanding subsection (2}, any person who fails to
comply with a notice issued under subsection (1) shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction te a
fine not exceeding VT30.000 or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 12 wmonths or toe both such fine and
imprisonment.

WATER _

An envirenmental health officer way enter upon any land or
premises at any time during the day for the purpose of
taking water samples for examination From any well, stream,
reaservolir, spring, tap, fawcet, pump, stovage tank, or other
source of water supply and the ownér or occupier of the land
or premises shall afford such assistance and information in
connestion with bhe water supply as the environmental healrh
officer may raquire,

CLOSURE OR RESTRICTION OF WATER FROM POLLUTED SOURCE

46,

IfF a local authority 1s gatisfied wpon a report from an
environmental health officer that the water in or obtained
from any well, stream, reservoir, tank, or other source of
supply, being water which is, or 1s likely to be, used for
domestic purposes, and ls likely to become polluted s0 as to
be prejudicial to health, the local authority may -

(a) divect the owner or occupier of rhe premises to which
.. the source of water supply belongs or any other person
having control thereol to close or culi ofFf the source

of supply, either permanently or temporarily, as the
case may be; ox

(b) direct that: the water therefrom bhe used for certain
purposes only, or uay make such other order as appears
to the lacal autherity tec be necessary to prevent
injury or danger to the health of persons using the
water, consuming food or drink with such water or from
such water.
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TANKS, ETCe; TO BE KEPT CLEAN
47s - Every ocdupier of premises on which is situated any tank
~ distern or othelr receptaéle for the dolledtion or storage' of
wat'er used or Likely to be used by man for drinking or
dome'st'lc putposes or for manufadturing drink for the' use of
man shall cause such tauk, cistern or other receptacle to be
maintained at all t'ime's in a ciean dbndition and prote

from dontaminaticn to the sat'isfaction of an enviroumentai
. health office'rs

POLLUTION OF WATER SUPPLIES '
48+ (1) Every persou who knowingly and wilfuliy in any way de'files
' or pollut any watera&ourse, stream, lake, pond or
reservoly shall be guilty of an offende and on convidtion
shall he linble o n Fine not exceeding Vll 20002000 or to
imprisonment’ for a term not exdeeding 5 years or to hoth
such fine and {mprisonment's

(2) Mny person who wilfully iujures or unlawfully interferes
with nny pUmp, cock, valve, water pipe, distern, reqervnir
or storage tank maintained ln whole' or in part’ by a local
auﬁhority; whether or not  such pump cock, valve, water
pipe, distern, reservoir or storage tank or any part the'reof
respedtively is situated on land or premises the property of
such person, shall bhe guilty of an offence and on conviction
shall be' 1iable to a fine not exéeeding V1150002000 or to

imprisonmenﬂ for a term not exceeding 5 years or to both
Huel FSna and dwpiddonmeiit

PART 8
SANITATION AND WASTE DISPOSAL

URBAN HOUSES TO BE PROVIDED WITH PROPER SANTTATION

49 - ~ Within an urban nren, every bullding intended for human
habitaﬂion shinil be provided within 1t's cuitilage with "
proper and adequate sanitat'ion systdm for the domestic use
of the inhabitant's to the' sat'isfaction of the munidipal
douncile

PROVISION OF PROPER SANITATION IN RURAL AREAS
50+ . Every lochl authority shali take all nedtssary steps to
'"L4_*‘__“_“—“—*A—RA——Ai—fensure that' all inhabitant's of a rural area have adéess to a

proper and adequate sanitaticn systéna

ENTORCEMENT OF PROVISION OF SANITAYlUN 3¥YSTEM 1IN URDBAN ARFA

51 1f a bullding referred to in se'dtion 49 appears to a
muniéipal douncil by a report of an environmental health
officer to be without a proper and adequate sanitat'ion
system, the municipai coundil shall by written notice
require the' owner or occupier of the building within a
resonable time therein specified to provlde A proper and
adgquat'e sanitation systeme :
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DEFINITION OF THE SUFFICIENCY OF A SANITATION SYSTEM

52%

A sanitat'ion systeh shall not' be deemed to be sufficient
within the meaning of this ACt unless it is of such type or
de'script'ion and is furnished with such fittings and
donnédt'ions as may be presdribdds

ADEQUATE SANITATION SYSTEMS AT HOTELS, ETCa

533 (1)

(2)

(3)

All hoﬂels, restaurants or similar plades or plades of
publitj entertainment shall provide and maintain a proper
sanitat'fon system, with adequate number of toilets in a
suitable lodat'ion for the use of persons frequenting the'
premisess

The' Direeldor wmay, in writ'ing, require any such place
réferred to in subsedtion (1) whidh, in his reasonable
opinion, lacks a proper or adequat’e sanitation system to
provideé for such a proper sanitation system within a
spedified time's

Any person aggridved by any dirEctive of the Director under
subsection (2) may apply to a court' of competent
jurisdidtion for a ruling regarding the reasonablerness of
such a requirement's

INSPECTION OF SANITATION SYSTEM

542

An environmental health o[ficer may enter any piemises at
any reasonable time for the purpose cf en uring that the
sanitat'lon system is proper and adequaLe for the inhabitant's
of those premisess

BUILDING WITHOUT SANITATION SYSTEM MAY NOT BE OGCUPIED

359 (1)

(2)

In default of dompliance with a notide or diredtive issued
undelr seétions 51 and 53, the 1oda1 authority ot the
Diredtlor, as the casé may be, may at’ the expiration of the
time specified in the notide diredt that after a specified
t'ime' the' building be' not occupied unle'ss and until the

not'ide be éomplied withse

Nothfthstanding enything dont'ained in subsedtion (1), any
person who fails to comply with a notide' issued under this
sedt'fon or sedtions 51 and 53 shall be guilty of an of fence
and shall be 1iab1e on donviction to a Eine not exceeding

TOILET ETCs
564

VEL002000- cr to- imprisunment for a term noL exceeding 12

months or tio both such fine and imprisunmenLa

TO BE KEPT CLEAN

Every oddupier of premises on which is situated any toilet,
latrine, septid tank, cdesspool, tank, cistern or other
reideptacie used for the colleétion or disposai of sewage
shall dause such toilet, iat'rine, septid tank, ces5pool

tank, cistern or other redeptadle to be maintained at' all
Himes in a cleéan dondithon to the satisfadtion of an
dnvironmental helalth offider such as not to hedome a
nut'sance’s
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PREVENTION OQF NUISANCE FROM SANITA[ION SYSTEM
57% Any person who dauses, or suffers or permits any person to
" cdause', a sanftation sysﬂem, séptié tank, cesspool trap,
siphon or any toilet to be a nulsance or injurious or
dangerous to health by wilfully desﬂroying or damaging, or
by otherwise interfering with the same' or any water supply,
apparatus, pipe or work éOnnedted t%erewith shall be guilt&
of an offence and shall be liable on convidtion to a fine
not' exdeeding VT50-000 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or to both such fine and imprisonment's

PUBLIC TOILET
58+ In e'very urban area, the' municipal cdouncil shall provide and
maintain 1in proper and donvenient situations sufficient

toile't's for the public uses

OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE TOILETS

599 (1) Wherd it appears to a municipal douncil that any prehises,
' ‘or any part of any. premises, whe'ther such premises were
donsﬂrudt 4 beford or aftdr the cdommendement of this ACct,
are withouﬂ, or without sufficient, toilet accdommodation or
that the tollet addommodation provided therdin is
ineffedtive or of a type which is unsuitable having regard
to the dircumstandes of the' case, the municipal doundil may
dause' a not'ice to bel served upon the owner of such premises
or, where the owner is absent from Vanuatu or cdannot be
readily found or ascertained by the munic1pal council or is
under disabillt&, upon the occupier thereof, requiring him,
within such time¢ as shall be spedified in Lhe notiée, to
piovidé suclh number of toileﬂs, or tollets of such type, or
to do such other thing to provide effedt'ive and sufficient
t'ol'le't’ addommodation, as may be spedffied in the not'ices

(2) 1f the person upon whom a notice is served under subse&tion
(1) fails to domply with any of the requirements thereof the
munidipal coundil may exeéute, or dause to be exdduted, such
work as may be nedessary to satisfy the requlrements of such
notice, and may recover any expensés thereby indurred from
such pe'rsons

(3) 1f any person considers himself aggrieved by any notlice
served upon him under subsedtion (1) or by any act done' by
or on behalf of the munlcipal doundil unde’r this sedtion; he

may, within thirt'y days after the servide of sudh notide or
the' doing of such act, as the clasé may be, appeal to a court
of dompetent Jurisdidtion for a de'termination and no offende
‘shall be delemed t'o have been éommitted under subsedtion (2)
unt{l aft'er the dedision of the dourts

(4) 1f the person upon whom a notide is served under subsection
(1) falls to comply with - any of the requirements Sp€dified
in such notice, he shall be gullty of an offence and shall
be liable on donvidtion to a find not exéeeding V150000 or
to 1mprisonment for a term not' exdeeding 12 months or to
both such fine and imprisonment's
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REMOVAL OR ALTERATION OF SANITATION SYSTEM

60;s (1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

'EXAMINATION

61s {1)

(2)

Notwithatianding the provisions of Part! 4, 1f any sanitation
system, septilc tank, cesspool, trap, siphon or any toilet
is, or has been constructed, or is so situated, as to be, or
likely to be a nuisance or offensive to public decency the
loclal authoritiy may, whether the same was constructed before
or after the commencement of this Act, cause a notice to be
served upon the owner thereof, or where the owner is absent
from Vanuatu or cannot be readily found or ascertained by
the local authority, or is undaer the responaibility of the
cccupler of the premigses in question, requiring him, within
such time as may be specified in the notice to remove,
reconstrucit, screen or otherwise alter such sanitation
systlem, septic tank, cesspool, trap, siphon or tollet, as

_the case may be, in such manner as to abate the nuisance or

to remove the offence against public decency or the
likelihood thereof.

1f the person upon whom a notice is merved under aubsection
(1) falls to comply with any of the requirements thereof the
locial authoritly may execute, or cause to be executed, such
work as may be necessary to satisfy the requirements of such

notice, and may recover any expenses thareby incurred from

such persons

1f any person considers himself aggrieved by any notice
served upon him under subsection (1) or by any act done by
or on behalf of the local authority under this section, he
may, within thirty days after the service upon him of the
notiice or the doing of the act, as the case may be, appeal
to a court of competent jurisdiction and the court may make
such order as may appear to iti to be just, having regard to

" all the. ciircumstancess

If the person upon whom the notice 1is sgerved under
subsection (1) fails to comply with any of the requirements
specified in the notice, be shall be guilty of an offence
and shall be liable on conviction to & fine not exceeding
VI504000 or to imprisonment: for a term not: exceeding 12

_months or to both such fine and imprisonmenti

OF SANITATIOR SYSTEM o
A local authority may examine any sanitabion system, septic

u~Lﬁ__44___44i_‘44i_‘44___44£@ggl_ggggggg}, trap, siphon or sanitiary convenience, or any

water supply apparatiis, pipe or work connected-therewith,
upon any premises, and for the purpose may cause the ground
to be opened in any place which may appear to the local
authority necessary, doing as little damage as may bes

1f eny work referred to in subsection (1) 1s found on
examination to be in proper order, the local suthority shall
cause the work to be reinstlated and made good as soon as may
be and shall defray the expenses of the examination and the
reinatating and making good of the work, but, 1f on
examination any such work is found noti to be in proper
order, the local authority may ~
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(a) recover from the owner of the premises, or, where the
owner 1s absent from Vanuatu or cannot be readily found
or ancertained by the Jlocal authority or is under

" disability, from the occupier thereof, the expenses of
such examination; and '

(b) clause a notice to be served upon the owner of such
premises or, in the circumstiances specified in
paragraph (a), the occupier thereof requiring him to
repalr or otherwise put) in good order such work within
such time as may be specified in the notices

1f the person upon whom a notice 18 served under subgection
(2)(b) fails to comply with any of the requirements therdof
the. loclal authority may execute, or cause to be executed,
any work necessary to satisfy the requirements of such
notice, and may recover any expenses thereby incurred from
such persons

If the person upon whom a notice 18 served under subsection
(2)(b) fails to comply with any of the requirements
specified in such notice, he shall be guilty of an offence
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
VI50:000 or to imprisonment' for a term not' exceeding 12
months or tio both such fine and imprisonmenta

If any person considers himself aggrieved by any notice
served upon him under subsection (2)(b) or by any act done
by or on behalf of the local authority under this section,
he may, within fourteen days after the service upon him of
the notice or the doing of the act, as the case may be,
appeal to a courtt of competent jurisdiction and the court
may make such order as may appear to it! to be justi having
regard to all the ¢ircumstancess

Notwithstanding any appeal under subsection (4), the local
authorit'y may proceed with and carry out' any work which, in
the opinion of the local authority, ought to be carried out
under this sedtion, but, until such appeal 1s abandoned or
determined, no sum of money in respecti of any such work
shall be recoverable from any person or party to such
appeal s '

The provisions of this section shall have effect in relation
to any sanitary convenience used in clommon by the occupier
of two or more premises or by other personss
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(2) vherd any such toilet’ or toilet adcommodation, or the
approadhes thereto, or the walls, floors, seats or fittings
thereof, is or are, in the opinion of the lodal authority,
in such a state as, to be a tnﬂsande for want of proper
dlean51ng, such ‘persons having the use of such toilet as may
be in default shall he guilty of an offence and shall be

- liable on donvicdtion te a fine not exceeding VI50:000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exdeeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonmentq

(3) Any person who injures or improperly fouls any such toilet
or teilet acddommodation or anything used In connedtion
therewith shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable .
on convidtion to a Ffine not exdedding VI50:000 or to
fmprisonment’ for a te'rm not' exdeeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonment's

LATRINE NOT TO THREATEN SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY

63 (1) No person shail ereédt or cause to be eredted any latrine
within 30 metres of any well dam, reservoir, river, creek
st'ream, or water course whidh 1is used as a sourée of
domest'id watler supply ar eredt' or causeé to be eredted any
latrine 50 as to éontaminate any aquifer or groundwater that
18 used for domestic water supplys

(2) Any pérson who éontraveoes ot fails to comply with the
provisions of subsecdtion (1) shall be guilty of an of fencle
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
VflsOOO:OOO or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5
years or ta both such fine and imprisonment's

RAW SEWAGE NOT TO BE DISCHARGED INTO A WATER COURSE

B4a (1) No pérson shall cause, allow or otherwise permit the
disdharge of any raw or untreated sewage into any river,
st'ream, éreek, well, dam, reservoir, aquifer, groundwater or
othet water courses

{2) Any person who contravenes or fails to éomply with the
provisions of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offende
and shall be liable on convictlon to a FEine not exceéeding
VII 0002000 or ta imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5

_ yelars or ta both such fine and imprisonment'e

—

REFUSE N( NOT“TO*BE*DEPOSITED IN A WATER COURSE

65¢ {1) No person shall throw,'empty oE- deposit,lor cause to be'

thrown, emptied or deposited into any part of any‘riverreirﬁ‘
st'réam, cdreek or other watey dourse any rubbish, refuse,
wasﬁe products, sewage, or other noxious or offensive
mat't'er:
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Provided that a locai authority may grant permission in
writing to any person to. disdharge wastewater or SEwage
effluent’ from a treatment installation into such a water
dourse if it {s satisfied that the nature of the disdharge
is such that it will not' give rise to condftions prejudicial
to health or a nuisance, and that the water course is
sultable to redetive’ such discharges

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to cdomply with the
provisions of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offend
and shall be liable on donvidtion to a fine' not exceeding

VVinOOwOOU ar Lo jmprjsonment Lor a term not exceeding 5

‘yelars or to both such fine and imprisonment~

RO LITTER TO BE DEPOSITED ON BEAGH OF FORESHORE
662 (1) Ko person shall throw or deposit or cause to be thrown or
depusiﬂéd on any foreshore or into any harbour, estuary or
dreek, any litter, or box, bot't'le, tin, peper, or other
refuse or matter dapable of floating or which 1s 1likely to
be waghed up on any foreshore’s

(2} Any person who contravenes or falls to comply with the
provisions of subsedtiun (1) shall be guilty of an offen&e
and shall bé lieble on convidtion to a fine not exc 'eeding
_VfSOOaOOO or to. imprisonment for a teérm not exdeeding 3
years or te both such fine and 1mprisonmenta

EXISTING BUILDINGS TO BE PROVIDED WITH DRAINS

67+ In all urban areas, svery existing building inLended for
human oddupniion shall be provided with proeper drains tor
the efficient carrying off of stonn and slop water to the
satisfadtion of the munidipal cloundils

NEW BUILDINGS TO BE PROVIDED WITH DRAINS

68+« In dvery urban ares, every building gredted or re—built or
any building converted intd a dwelling house shall he
provided with proper drains for the efficient éarrying off
of storm and slop water to the sarisfaction of the municipal
dound{ls -

OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE DRAINS

692 (1) Where it appears to a local auLhority that any premises, or
any part of any premises, where suéh premises were
édnstfueted before or after the commencement -of -this AdE,
are withput,,_orf—without suffiéient, drains or that the
drains provided thereln are ineffective or of a type which

are unsuitahle having regsrd to the dircumstrndas of the

clage, the local authority may dause’ a notice to be served
upon the owner of such premlses or, where the owner is
absent from Vanuatu or e%nnot be readiiy found or
ascertained by the local authority or is under disebility,
upon the occupier thereof requiring him, within such time
as shell be speéified {n the notice, to provide such drains
of such type, or to do such other thing to provide effective
and sufficient drains as may be' spedified in the not'ides
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1f the person upon whom a notice is served under subseldt'ton
(1) faills to cdomply w1th any of the requirements thereof the
lodal authority way exedute, or dause to be executed, sudh

~work as may be nedessary to satlsfy the requirements of such

notice, and may rédover any expensds thereby indurreéd from
such persons

1f any person considers himself aggrieved by any notice
served upon him under subsectfon (1) or by any ac dt done by
or on behdlf of the local authoriﬂy under this sedtion, he
may, within thirty days after the uerviae of such notice or
the doing of such adt, as the éase may be, appeal to a dourt
and no offence shall be deeméd t's have be'en committed under
subsedtilon (2) until after such appeal has been abandoned or
dismisseds

1f the person upon whom a notice is served unde'r subsedt'ton
(1) fails to comply with any of the requiroments spedified
in such notice, he' shall be gullty of an offence and shall
be liable on convidtion to a fine not' exdeed VT50:000 or to
imprisonment for a term not' exéeeding 12 monﬁhs or to both
such fine' and imprisonments

URBAN BUILDINGS TO BE PROVIDED WITH REFUSE BINS

In every urban are€a, every new and ex13Linb building
fatended for human ocddupation shall be provlded with a
suffidient’ refuse bin to the satisfacdtion of the municipal
coundil:

Provided that' 1f in the opinicn of the municipal coundil,
having regard to the number and desdription of the persons
oddupying or using such buflding, more than one such refuse
bin should be provided the municdipal councdil may by writt'en
notice require the owner or odéupier of the building within
a reasonable time therein specified tbo provide such
addiﬂfonal numbe'r of refuse binss

PUBLIC REFUSE BINS

In every urban area, the munidipal éouncil shall provide and
maintain 1in proper and donvenient sitvations suffidient
refuse bins for the public usées

— ,
NO-LITTER 10 BE DEPOSITED ON STREET, ETCa

No person shallhthrow-or deposit or éause t'o be thrown or

deposfitied on any public street or footpath or-—any..al her
publid place any rubbish, refuse or wast'e productss

Any persdn who contravenes or fails tq. comply with
subsedtion (1) shall be guilty of an offende and shall be
liable to a fine not' exdeedlng VT50,000=
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INTERFERENCE WITH REFUSE BINS AND REFUSE TIPS PROHIBITED
73, (1) No person shall, without lawful authority” or excuse, sort
over, disturb, remove or otherwise interfere with -

(a) the contents of any refuse bin placed in any street for
the purpose of its contents being removed by the local
authority; or

(b) refuse depoaited upon any refuse tip or other place

provided by the local authority for the deposit of
refuge: A - :

(2) Any person. . who, without lawful authority or excuse,
contravenes or fatls to comply with subsection (1) shall be
gullty of an offente and shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding VT50.000.

PART 9
PROVISIONS RELATING TO VESSELS"

INTERPRETATION _
14 In this Part "nuisance' means any matter or circumstances
rendering any vessel or part thereof injurious to the public

health or to the health of the passengers or crew of such
vessel.

INSPECTION OF VESSELS

755 (1) It shall be lawful at any time between sunrise and sunset
for an.environmental health officer to enter and inspect any
vessel lying in port, harbour, or river, or other water
within Vanuatu and, 1if admittance is refused, to use such
reasonable force as may be necessary for effecting such
entry. ’ ‘

(2) Any master or crew of any such vessel who shall refuse such
admission or obstruct, hinder or prevent such environmental
health officer from making such entry and inspection shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to
a fine not exceeding VT50.000 or to imprisonment for a term

not: exceeding 12 months or to both such fipe and
imprisonment.

[
ABATEMENT OF A NUISANCE —

—_— 76%

(1 It shall be lawful for an environmental health officer or a

medical officer in any place in Vanuatu where the existence
of a nuisance is ascertained to make an order in writing for
the abatement or discontinuance of such nuisance by the
master of any vessel.



(2)

(3)

(4)
APPLICATION
77« (1)

~

[

-39 -

An order made under subsection (1) may require the person on
whom it 1is made to do such works or acts as are necessary to
abate the nulsance complained of in such manner and within
such time as shall be specified in the order and, 1if the
environmental health officer is of the opinion that such or
the 1like nuisance 1s 1likely to recur, he may £further
prohibit: the recurrence of 1it. and direct the execution of
such works as may be necessary in his opinion to prevent
such recurrence;

1f any such order made under subsection (1) is not complied
with to the satisfection of the environmental health officer
or medical officer and within the time limited by such_
order, the pergson on whom such order was made shall be
gullty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding VT50.000 or to imprisonment for a term

nott exceeding 12 months or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

In any case of non-compliance with any such order made under
subsection (1) it shall be lawful for an environmental
health officer or medical officer together with such
assistants as he may deem necessary, from time to time, and
forcibly 1f need be, to enter any vessel in respect of which

. such order has been made and to remove or remedy the

nuisance and to do whatever may be necessary in execution of
such order for removing or remedying and the prevention of
the continuance of such nuigance, and the environmental
health officer or medical officer may recover from the
master or owner of such vessel the expenses incurred by him
in removing or remedying and in preventing the continuance

- of such nuisance.

OF PARTS 3 AND 6

For the purpose of the provisions of Parts 3 and 6, any
vessel lying in any port, harbour, river or other water
within or adjoining the area of a local authority shall be
subject’ to the jurisdiction of that authority in the same
mantter as 1f it were a dwelling or other buillding within
such area. -

The master of any such wvessel ' shal]l be desmed for the

purposes—of the said provisions to_be the occupier,
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PART 10
BUILDINGS AND HOUSING

PREVENTION OF DANGER FROM UNSUITABLE BUILDINGS

783 It' shall be the duty of every local authority to take all
lawful, nedéssary and reasonably practicable meaeures for
préventing or remedying all" condiﬂions_ liable to be
1nJurious or dangerous to health arising from the erection
or océupation of unhealthy dwellings or buildings, or the
eredtion of dwellings or buildings on unhealthy sites or on
sites of insufficient exLent, or from overcrowding, or from
the construétion, dondition or. manner of use of any fadtory
or trade premises, and to take proceedings against any

person clausing or resPonsible for the' cdontinuance of any
such cdonditions

BUILDING LOTS TC BE FILLED—IN AND DRAINED

79 No dwelling or building shall be eredted on any land in any
urban area unle'ss and until the owner or lessee thereof has
filled“in and taken such measures for the general drainage
of the area as may be required by the local authoritys

NOTIGE TO BUILD AND PROVISION OF PLANS

80s (1) Any owner or lessee intending to utilize any area of land in
an urban area for the erection of a dwelling or buillding or
the extens:on or alteration of any dwelling or building
shall givé notice a€Cording1y in writing to the local
authority and shall, topether wiH1 the noit'icde, L[urnish a
plan of the proposed dwelling or building or of such
gxt'ension or alteration, together with a plan of the site on
which 1t 1s proposed to eredt or make such dwe'lling,.
building, extension or alteration, showing the access
theretd, and shall furnish the 1local authority with
information concerning materials_ to be wused in the
consﬂrudtion of and such other informat'ion as it may require
In cdonnection with the proposed eredtion or making of such
dwe'lling, bullding, extension or alterations

(2)  Any person who fails to comply with the provlsions of this
sédt'lon shall be gullity of an offende and shall be liable on
convidtion to a fine not éxceeding yI100:000 or to

imnriannment for a term—not- exceeding 12 months—sr—to—both
suéh fine and imprisonments

UNSUITABLE BUILDING MATERIALS

81y (1) Whera, In acddordanda with nsaction B0, plans ara depositnd
with a local authority, showing that it is proposed to
clonst'ruct’ a dwelling or building of materlals which are, in
the absende of spedial cdare, liable to rapid deterioration,
or are otherwise,_in the' opinion of the local authority,
unsuitable for wuse in the construdtion of permanent’
buildings, the loclal authority may -

(a) réjddt the plans; or
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(b) 1in passing the plans, fix a period on the expiration of
which the building must’ be removed and impose, with
respecdt’ to thd uaed of the buflding, puch re'asonable
donditions, if any, as, having regard to the nature of
the materials wused 1in 1it's construdtion, 1t deems
appropriatee

(2) 1If a building in reSpedt of which plans ought under sedtion
80 to have - helen deposited but hevé not belen deposited
eppesrs to the local authority to be construdted of such
materials as referred to in subsddtion (1), the' 1oéa1
authority, without pre'judide to its right to take
prodeedings for an offende under sedtion 80, may fix a -
period on the expiration of which the building must be

 rémoved, and, if it' thinks fit, impose such conditions with
reSpedﬂ to the use of the' building as might have been
imposed under subsection (1) upon the passing of plans for
the building and whe're' it fixes such a period shall
forthwith give notide thereof, and of any cdonditions
imposeld, t'o the' owner of the buildings

(3) 'The' owner of any building in respect of which a period has
been fixed under this sedtiOn shall, on Ehe expiration of
that' period, remove the building, and, 1if he fails to do so,
the 1oca1 authority may: rdmove it and may redover from him
the expenses reasonably incurred by it in so doings

(4)  Any person who -

(a) on the expiration of a period fixed under Ehis sedtion
in respect of a building, fails to remove such
building;

(b) wuses a building in dontravention of any conditien
1mposed under this séction, or who permits such
building t'o be so used,

shall be' guilty of an oftende and shall be liable on
donvidtion to a fine not’ exceeding VT100.000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to hoth
such fine and impriscnments

P —————————(5) _ The' provisions of this sedtion shall epply in relation to
re'lation t'd a new buildings

BUILDING SITES NOT TO BE TILLED—IN WITH REFUSE MATTER

822 (1) Exdept with the written permission of a local authorit&, it
shall not' be lawful in any urban area to £ill up or to raise
the level of_any land to be uséd as_a building site with
refusé matter cdontaining or impregnated with faécal, animal

or vegetable matters

any extension of an existing building ds they apply 4dn—— -~
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It' shall not be lawful to eredt any new building on any
ground which has been filled up with any such refuse mat't'er
as referred to in subsection (1) or upon which it has been
deposited unle'ss and until the refuse matter shall have belen
properly removed by excavation or otherwise or shall have
bden rendered or shall have become' innocuous to the
sat'fsfaction of the local authoritys

OF PREMISES

The 1lodal authority or ,any of its officers, or an
onvironmentnl  hanlth orficer mny ant'nr eny building odr
premise's for the purpose of determining the existende of any
nuisande in such building or premises at all reasonablée
t'ime's, and the local authorit& or any of 1ts officers may if
nedessary open up the ground of such premises and dause the
drains t'o be te ted, or such other work to be' done as may be
nede'ssary for the effddtual examination of the said
prehisés:

" Provided that if no nuisande is found t'o exist the local

authority shall restore the premises at it's own expensess

CLOSING ORDER

842 (1)

(2)

(3)

In any urban area, where an environmental heelth offider
serves notice in writing on a local authority that any
dwelling or other building within it's area is unfit or
unsafe’ for human habitation or oddupation, such local
authority may by order in writing, (hereinafter referred to
88 a cdloalng order), dedlard that' aueh dweiiing ar huilding
or part of sudh dwe'lling or building 1s not fit for human
habi'tat'ion or ocdupation and direct that such dwellling or
buflding or part of sudh dwelling or building shall not
after the time spec1fied in such order be inhabited or
ochpied by any persona

Any order made under subsedtion (1) may provide that such
diredtion shall not' have effedt 1f the repairs or
alterations spediffed in the orddr are made in the dwelling
or building so as to render it fit for human habitation or
oddupation to the sadisfadtion of the local authoritys

Any order made under subsedtion (1) shall be served on the
owne’r or ocdupier of the dwelling or building or, if neither
the” owner nor the odcupier cdan be found, such servide may be
dffedddd by affixing a dopy of such order on a donspicuous
part of sudh dwelling or buildinga




NOTIGE OF
85y (1)

(2)

NOTICE OF
862

873

BB2

o

- 43 ~

CLOSING ORDER

Where a closing order has been made in reSpedL of a dwelling
or building, the lochal authoiity shall serve a notice of the
order on every occupying tenant of Lhe dwelling or building
and within such period as is specified in the notice, not'
being le'ss than seven days after the service of the notick,
the order shall be obdyad by the oddupying tenant and hie
family shall cease to inhabit the dwelling or building.

Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with
subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on conviction te a fineé not exdeeding VI1002000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exdeeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonments

DEMOLITION

Where a dloeing order has been made in respect of any
dwelling or building and has not been determined by any
subsequent' order, then the local authority, if it is of the
opinion that the dwelling ot building has not been rendered
fit for human habitation or occupation and if the necessary
stebs are not being taken to render it so fit, shall cause
notice ‘to be served on the owner of the dwelling or building
or any part thereof, and such notice shall specify a time
and plach appointe'd by the locdal authority for further

cdonsideration of the matter, not being less than one month
after service of the notice, and any owner of the dwelling
or building shall be at 1iberty to attend and state his
objections to the demolitions

DEMOLITION ORDER

1f upon cdonsideration of any objections made under sec'tion
86, the local authority dedides it ig expedient so to do,
then, unless the owner undertakes forthwith to execute the
works necessary to render the dwelling or building fit for
human habitation or octupetion, the local authority shall

order the demolition of the dwelling or Luilding or any part
thereofs

EXECUTION OF WORK BY ORDER

If the owner undertakes to execute the works necessary to
render the dwelling or building fit tor hUman habitation,

1f the' works are not completed within the tlme or any

gxtended time allowed by the lodal authority, the 1local
authoritly shall order the demolition of the said dwelling or
building or any part thereofs
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REMOVAL OF BUILDING

Where an order for the demolition of a dwelling or building
or any part thereof has been given, the owner thereof shall,
within three months after servide of the order, proceed to
take down and remove the said dwelling or building or the
said part thereof and, if the" owner fails therein, the local
authority shall prodeed at’ the risk and expense of the owner
t'o take down and remove thé same and shall sell the material
and, after deducting the expenses indidentel to such taking

down and removal shall pay over the balance, if any, to the
owner:’ '

Provided that 1if sudh prodeeds do not cover. the expenses the
amount of the defidienc& may be recovered by the local
authority from the owners

APPEAL AGAINST ORDERS

Any person aggrieved by an order of the loclal authority
under the provisions of sections 84 to 89 may within ten
days of the service of such an order requrre by summons the
local authority to appear before a court of competent

jurisdidtion to show chuse why the order should not be set

asidea

PREVENTION OF HAZARD WHEN CONSTRUGTING AND DEMOLISHING BUILDINGS
.All persons who are engaged in the erection, alteration,

conqtrudtion ,or dcmoliLion of any building shall take
reasonable precauLions to prevent danger to the 1lfe, health
or well-being of persons using any public place from flying
dust' or falling fragments or from any other material, thing
or substance's

Any person engaged 1in or responsible for the erection,
alteration, construétion or demolition of any building who
dontravenes or fails t'o domply with subsection (1) shall be
guilty of an offende and shall be' liable on conviction to a

 finé not exdeeding VT12000:000 or to imprisonment for a term

not exceeding 3 years or to both such fine and imprisonmente

PROVISION OF INGRESS AND EGRESS FROM BUILDING

All public buildings or building to which pe0ple routinely
have' accdess shall be provided with su1table maans of entry
and exit, as the Director deems satisfaotory for the
purpqggsnigrnnhidhfthe building ig- being wsed and the number
" of persons likely to resort thereto at any one times

If it appears to the Director thaL any building referred to
in subsection (1) is not provided with such means of entry
and exit as the Director deems satisfactory, the Director
may by notice require the owner of the building to exedute

such work to provide for such entry and exit to such
bufldings '
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If the Dirddtor is satisfied that the safety of the public
requires that immediate actton should be taken in the case
of any building in respect of which he has given, notice

- under subsection (1) the Director.may apply to a dourt for

(4)

the temporary d1051ng of the building pending nedessary

dhanges to the huilding or for a restriction of its use by
the publich

The owner of any bullding who fails to provide a sultable
me'ans of entry and exit to any such building referred to in
subsedtion (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on conviction to a fine not' exceeding VT50:000 or to
imprisonment for a term not excdeeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonment~

OVERCROWDING

93 (1)

(2)

REGULATIONS
943

Any dwelling or premises used for the purpose of human
habit'ation or any part of any such dwelling or premises
which is or are so overdrowded as be dangerous or
inJuriuus to the health of the inmates thereof whe'ther
members of the same family or not, shall be a nuisance which
may be dealt with under the' provisions of Part 4=

In considering for the purpose of any proceedings whether

any premises used for human habitation which is also used as

a workplace is a nuisanr by reason of overcrowding, the
dourt shall have regard to circumstances in which it is used

as such workplaces

REGARDING OVERCROWDING

without prejudice to the prov1sluns of secLion 93, the
Minister may make regulations in relation to overcrowding
providing for -

(a) the control of the number of perscns who may at one
time OCCUpy, work in or use any premises or any part of
any premises;

(b) the separation of the sexe's ocdupying the same premises
or the same part of any premises for the purpose of
habitation;

(e the dontrol (ing luding pronibltion) of the uge for any
' spec1fied purpases of any premises or any part of any
premises;
{d) the prope’r addess of llght and ventilation to premises
or any part of any premises;

(&) the preventlon of indoor alr pollution from open and
closed fires. and stoves; or
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(f) the control (indludiug prohibition) of the erection,
alteration or maintenance of verandahs, balconies,
dubiclles, partitions, bunks, beds or other facilities
provided for - the accommodation of persons in any
premises or part of any premises used for human
habitations

BASEMENTS AND CELLARS

95+ (1)

(2)

- NUISANCES
9632

No basement or cellar shall he constructed or occupied, or
daused to be construcLPd or occupied, as a dwelling or for
any other purpose without the prior approvai in writing of
the Princlipal Environmental Health Officers

Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the
provisions of subsectlon (1) shall be guilty of an offence
atil shall be 1iahle on cdenviction to a fine not pxrppdtnp
V1002000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12
months or to both such fine and imprisonments

Any dwelling or premises which is or are so defective, damp
or dilapidated, or so deficient in ljghting or ventilation
as to be, in the opinion of an environmental healrh offider,
injurious or dangerous to health, in any urban area, shall
be' deemed to be a nuisande lLlable to be dealt wlith in the
manner provided in Part 4.

PART 11
SWIMMING POOLS

LICENSING OF SWIMMING POOLS

97» (1)

(2)

No person shall sell, nstablish, mnnage operate or run a
swimming pooil for the use ol the publid (whiclh shall for the
avoidancde of doubt inc'lude hotels and private clubs) without

a licencde issued by the Ministers

Any person who dontravenes or failsl to comply with
subsedtion (1) is guilty of an offence and shall be liable
on conviction to a fine not exdeeding VIi00:000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonments

CLOSURE OF SWIMMING POOLS

982 (1)

The Minister may, by notice in writing, iequire the owner or
person in charge of any swimming pool to close the swimming
pool within a specific time, if -

(a) he fails to cdomply with any of the provisions of this
Part or any regulations pertailning to swimming pools;
or

(b) there is an outhreak of an infecLious disease whidh may
endanger the health of any person using the swimming
pools



(2)

(4)
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Upon the receipt from the Minister of any suc h notice, the
owner or person in charge shall cllose the swimming pool
within such time as is specified in the notices :

Upon clompliance with the noticle, as approved by the
Minister, or upon éessation of the infec ‘tious disease, as
the clase may be, the Minister shall grant permission for the
reopening of the swimming pools

Any person who coutravenes or fails to comply with the
provisions of subsections (1) and (2), including any
regulations in respect of swimming pools made under this
Acdt, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
cdonviction to a fine not exceeding V71002000 or to
imprisonment’ for a term not excieeding 12 months or to both
such fine and imprisonments

PART 12
CONTROL OF BABY FEEDS

PROMOTION OF BREAST FEEDING AND CONTROL OF COMMERCIAL BABY FEED

99; (1)

(2)

The' Minister may make such regulations as are deemed
nedessary for protedting the public health by the promotion
of breast feeding and the control of the availability of
baby feled and where it is permitted such measures to promote
and endourage its use in a heaithy, safe and hygienic

manner s

The Minister may, by regulations, declare any baby's feed
bottle, bottle teat, dummy or any other baby or infant
fedding aid to be a prescribed article and may be used only
in acldordande with prescribed conditionss

SUPPLY AND USE OF PRESCRIBED ARTICLES

100 (1)

(2)

A pharmadist may supply a presdribed articie 1if the person
to whom the article is to be suPplied first produces to the
pharmacist an authorization in reSpect of that articies

A person, may in the dourse of his business, supply a
prescribed article to a pharmacist, authorized officer or
nurse for use or supply in accordance with this Adts

(3

It is not an offence under this Act for:

'(e) a mother, or other person for the time being having

care of an infant or baby, to use when feeding orx
soothing that infant or baby a prescribed article
obtained for that infant or baby in accordance with
this Act or

(b) an authorized officer or nurse to use a prescribed
article; or



(4)  Any person who uses or supplies any prescribed article in
dontravention of the provisions of this sedtion shall be
gu:lty of an offence and shall be liable on cdonviction to a
fine not exceeding V1002000 or to imprisonment for a tlerm
not' exdeeding 12 months or  to both such fine and
imprisonment’s

AUTHORIZATION S
101s (1) An authorization must' not' be given excepl:

(a) by an authorized offider: and

{h) in addordance with subsedtion (2)=

(2) An authorized offider must' not’givé an authorization:

(a) unle'ss he is satisfied that it would be in the besf
interests of the baby or infant to whom the
authorization is intended to relate to be fed or
soothed by a prescrlbed article; and

(b) unless at the time of gilving the authorization the
authorized officer:

(i) also gives the prescribed 1neructions to the
person who will be feeding or soothing the infantﬂ
or baby with the prescribed artidles' and? :

(11) 1is satisfied that' the person reéeiﬁimgw:the -
' instructions understands thems ST
(3) It is an offende for an authorized officer to give an
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() any petrson ko use a prescribed article to soothe or
fééd an infant or baby {f, in the opinion of that
person, there exists at that time diraumstandes in
which the infant or baby would suffer harm if such
articdle was not useds

authorization to any person, other than the mother or person
for the time being_heVLng dare, of the infant or baby to
whom the authorization relatess

PRESCRIBED ADVERTISEMENTS

102 (1)

(2)

(3)

The Minister may, by regulatlons, declare any advertisement
to be a presarihed advertisements

A pharma§1sL may display within their premises a prescrlbed
advertisement to the extent nedessary to enable persons
obtaining presdrlbed articles in acddordance with this At to
choose those articless

A person may, in the dourse of his buslness, display to a
pharmac1st, .nurse or authorized officder a presdribed
advertisement’s ‘
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(4) Subjedt to subsection (3), any person who publishes a
prescribed advertisement shall be gullty of an offence and
shall be iiable on conviction to a fine not exceedlng

VI502000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12
months or to both such fine and imprisonment’:

DEFINITION

103= In this Part "authorized offlder means a person reglstered
under the Health PractiLloners Act [CAP: 164] to practice
medicine and any person suitably qualified authorized by the
Minister under this Actas

PART 13
CONTROL OF SMOKING

PROHIBI'TION OM SMOKE
1042 - (1) No person shall smoke —

(a) in any Vanuatu pgovernment building or enclosed
any. &
government workplace;

(b) in any enc]o ed plaee of puhl]c entertainment or
enclosed space where the peneral publicd routinely has
dESb‘
() on domestid airline flights within Vanuatu;
(d) in any plade where it may constitute a fire hazard; and
(¢)) in any other situaLion that' the Nlnister may dectare by

regulatlon .on the ground that 1t constitutes an
unacdeptable health riske

(2) Any person who Ccontravenes or faile to cdomply with
subsedtiion (1) shall be' guilty of an offencd and shall be
liable on convidtion to a fine not exceeding VI1002000s

BAN OM THE ADVERTISEMENT OF CIGARETTFS
1052 (1) No person shall advertise any cigarette in Vanuatus

{2)  Any person who dontravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of

an offende and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
Exreeding VT1:000-000 or to ‘imprlsonment for a term not
exceeding 3 years or to both such fine and imprisonments

WARNING PHRASES -

1062 (1) VMo person shall manufacture, package,,import for sale or
distribute within Vanuatu any cigarettes the package of
whiclh does not bear the phrase ”Ministry of Health" warning,
and one' of the' following:

(a) "SMOKING CAUSES LUNG CANCER";
(b) "SMOKING CAUSES HEART DISEASE";
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(d) '"SMOKING DAMAGES YQUR HEALTH"; or
(d) "SMOKING 1S ADDIGTIVE",

or words having a meaning similar there'to in French, English
or Bislamaz

(2) Any person who éontravenes or fails to oomply with the
provisions of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offenée
and shall be liable on donv1ction to a fine not exceeding

vT1007000 or to imprisonment for a tenn not exceeding 3
years or to both such fine' and imprisonments

MAXIMUM CONTENT

107 (1) No person shall {import, manufacture or sell any digarette
containing more than a permissible level of tar, nicotine,
or other substances as may be prescrlbeda

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any level
prescribed under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exéeeding YT500:000 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or to both such fine and imprisonments

- REGULATIONS ON SMOKING ‘ ,

108» Without' prejudice to the provisions of this Part, the
Minister may make regulations to control Smoking and limit
the use of tobacdo and in any such regulation may dedlare
any area to be a nonnsmoking areas

PART 14
. SEAT BELTS AND SAFETY OF INFANTS IN MOTQOR VEHICLES

SEAT BELT USE

109» (1) Six months after the dommencement of this Act, all motor
vehidles, motor buses or dommercial vehicles imported into
the dountry must be fitted with seat beltss

(2) No person shall drive or be a passenger in Lhe front seat of
a motor vehicle, motor bus or dommercial vehicle unless he
is wearing a seat belt at all times the vehicle is in

motione

(3) Any person who is the owner or driver of a motor vehicle,
bus or &ommerCLal vehicle Who permits any person to travel
in a front seat of such vehicle without wearing a seat belt
while the vehiclle is in motion shall be guillty of an offencle
and shall be liable on conviction to a Ffine not exceeding
VI502000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6

months or to both such fine and imprisonmenta

SAFETY OF INFANTS

1102 (1) No person shall drive a motor vehic]e, bus, or commercial
vehicie with an infant unrestrained in a prOper vehidle baby
carriage or suitably he'ld by an older responsible persons



(2)

(3)

REGULATIONS
1112
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No infant shall travel, in a front seat of a motor vehicle,
bus or dommerdial vehidle unless in a restraining seat
approved for the purpose by the Ministers

Any person who -
(a) contravenes or fails to comply with subsection (1);

(b) being the owner or driver of a motor vehicle, bus or
éommercial vehid le who permit's an infant to travel in a

front seat of such vehicle,

shall be guilty of an offende and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exdeeding VT1002000 or to
imprisonment' for a term not excdedding 6 months or te both
such fine and imprisonment's

ON SEAT BELTS AND SAFETY IN MOTOR VEHICLES

Without prejudice to the provisions of this Part, the
Minister may make’ regulations for the bette1 carrying out' of
the provisions in relation to seat belts, and the safety of
infants in motor vehicle'ss

PART 15
FINANCIAL

VANUATU PUBLIC HEALTH FUND

112 (1)

(2)

There is hereby established a fund to be called the Vanuatiu
National Public Health Fund (hereinafter referred to as the
Fund) 2

There shall be paid into the Fund -

(a) such sums of money as Parliament may appropriate to the
Fund in general or for the particular programmes unde'r
the Fund;

(b) such sums of money as may be granted to Lhe Government
of Vanuatu for publlc health programmes or for the
purposes of this ACt or any purpose donnecdted therewith

or incidental theretog ... .

() such sums of money as may be made by way of grant or
donatiun to the Fund in general or for the particular
programmes under the' Fund by any person or body of
persons, whether éorporate or indorporate and whether
national of Vanuatu or not;

(d) such sums of money generat'ed under this Act Lncluding -

(1) fees pald for licences, permit's and certificates
and such pursuant to this Act;



REGULATIONS

113+

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)
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(i1) charges for the services rendered, promotion of
publid health matters, inspeétions, training and
edudational materials, information, spedial
studies and reports pursuant' to this Act; and

(1i1) administrative penalties collected pursuant to
 this Acts

The' money in the' Fund shall be used for implementing,
administering and enforcing this Acts

The' Minister shall be respon51b1e for the administration of
the' Funds

1f money contributed to the Fund under subsection (2)(a),
(b} and (d) has been de51gnated by the dontributor, in whole
or in part, to a speéific use, such designation shall be
honoured in the appropriationa

Any funds in the Fund not immediately required for the
darrying out' of 1its obJectives may be invested from time' to
time' either in securities approved in writing by the
Minister respon51ble for finance or such other securlties as
may be authorized by law for the investment of trust fundss

PART 16
GENERAL PROVISIONS

The' Minister may make regulations prescribing all matters
Lhat'by this Act' are required or permiLLed to be prescribed
or are nedessary or donvenient to be presdribed for gilving
effedt to thls Adt, including in particular provision for or
with resped e to -

(a) the qualification and duties of environmental health
officers and any other persons appointed under the
provisions of this dt,

(b) uniforms, badge's and other means of identification, to
be darried by, or worn by, environmental health

offiders, or any oﬂher person required to perform any
function under this Act;

(d) forms to be used in darrying out the provisions of this
Act'

(d) discdouraping the practice of smoking and the control
and prohibiting of smoking in public places and the
workplace'

(e) promotion of breast feeding and the discouragement of
. bot'tle feeding:
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(g)

(h)

(1)

(i)

(k)

(L

(m)

{(n)

(o)

(p)

-53 -~

the use of cdar seat belts and promoting their use, and
the safety of passengers in motor vehicles;

the safety and operating standards of swimming pools
and the quality of swimming pool water;

the collection and publication of epidemiological and
other data pertaining to public' health;

measures for the prevention,.control or suppresSion of
any epidemic or any endemic or infedtious disease;

setting and modifying fees for licenses, services and
charges under this Act;

the' cdontrol of factorles or trade premises Whlch are
liable to cause offensive smells or effluvia, or to
discharge liquid or other material liable to cause such
smells or effluvia, or to pollute streams, or are
otherwise liable to be a nuisance or injurious or
dangerous to health and for prohibiting the
establishment or carrying on of sudh fac'tories or trade
premise’s in unsuitable loralities or so as to be a

nuisance’ or injurious or dangerous to health;

measures for the destruction of rats, mice and other
rodeént's and for prevent'ing infe'station of premises by
rodent's;

the methods to be used and the precautiuns to be taken
in the use of chemicals for purposes of fumigation,

‘sanitary conditions, ‘ quarantine, disinfection and
predauLiens to be observed at ports and airports;

control of disease vectors and speclal measures to be
taken in clases of epidemics of vecdtor spread diseases

the design and the standards of materials to be used in
any methods of éonstructien, and maintenance and
cleaning of, drainage and sewerage systems, the
inspedtion and testing of drainage works, the disposal

{(q)

ofaf fluents of ~trade--or— otha's--wastle matter, _ the
donstruction and sitting of toilets, latrines,
sanitation and sewage disposal systems, the submission
of plans and spedifications of drainage works, the
lidensing of plumbers and drainlayers, and the
provisions of toilet adcdommodation for bu1ldings and

publid place’s;

the standard or sEandards of purit¥ any liquid
which, after treatment in any purifid ation works, may
be disdhargéd therefrom as effluent;
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(r) minimum standard of sanitation in schools;

(s) the standard, quality and adequady of water for
dome'stic purposes;

(t) donditions, requirements and standards for
acdommodation and definition of uvercrowding-

(u) the reglstration and clontrol of common lodging house's
and houses let in ledging;

(v) ocdupatlonel diseases, ocdupational helalth and safety

-and health hazards 1n government, Adommercial and

industrial establishment's, indluding safe and healthy
practides and methods to be observed in work places;

{w) the lldensing, operation and hygienid practides at

commerdial or public nakamals or kava houses;

(x) requirement's for receiving and repatriation of dead
bodies:

(y) for the cdontrol and malnfenande ~of general
environmental health quallty in matters such as to
prevent soil, water, noise and air pollutlon,

(z) the cdontrol, sefzure and destruction of stray dogs and
he y dog
cat’s;

(aa) donstrudtion, maintenanée, cleaning, 1n5pect10n and
control of places where any animals or birds are kept,
and

(bb) operation and inspeétion of barber shops, beauty
parlours, danding schools, halls and clubs in so far
as it conderns publid healths

CODES OF PRACTIGE

IIAE%Mw For the guidande of implementation and enforcement of this
- Actl, the Minister may issue’ advisory or mandatory codes of
pradtices:

I

PROVISION_OF SERVICES BYTHE-MINISTER

115+ The' Minister may provide servides pursuant to this At and
may make re'asonable charges thereofs

LOCAL AUTHORITY BY-LAWS S , o |
1162 Municipal and local government _donndils‘ may also make

by-laws for specifid matters of cdondern to their area of
jurisdicit'iona
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REGISTRATION AND LICENSING :

117+ (1) Notbithstanding any provieiOns of any other Acts, and any
other provisions of this Act, no person shall maintain or
ope&ate a business or gstablishment that is required to be
registered and licensed in aédordance with regulatlons
pursuant to this Act, unless it s so registersd and
licenseds

(2) The regulations referred to in subsedtion (1) shall provide
for the -

(a) prodedures for applidation, processing and granting of
licences-

{b) hyglenid standards for premise's, equipment, vehicles
and personnel;

() inspedt'ions required for the granting and holding of
license's;

{d) types of ‘lidences and éonditions imposed thereupon or
limit'ations thereof;

(¢) forms, content's and the durat'ion of the licenses; and

(f) suspensions, revocdations or cancellations of the
lféénsesw

(3) Noﬁwithstanding the fact’ that' a general registration may be
required at’ an earller dat'e, the Minister may appoint
different dates for lidensing of different tYpes of
businésse's or establishments, or for different regilons in
Vanuatu or clombinations the'rebfs

(4)  The regulations referred th in subsedtlon (1) may provide
for fées or charges payable for registrations, inSpedtiOns
and 11densing of businesses or establishmentss

(5) Any person who maintains or operates a business or
gstablishment that is not registered and lidensed 1in
addordande with this Act shall be' gullty of an offencd and

_ shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding

FﬁR4_ﬁ_g_ﬁ_g_gig_“““%\"'I‘1naG(JOeOOO or to imprisonment for a term not exdeeding 5

years or tb both such fine and fmprisonments ..

EXAMINATION AND INVESTIGATION

118» Without' preJudice to the other provisions of this Act, the
Minister may condudt or cdause to be dondudted any
examination or iuvnqtigntion as he thinks necdapsary for the
purposes of this Acts




POWER TO OBTAIN INFORMATION

119s The' Minister may direét any person who at the date of the
direction or at any subsequent time has information to which
this Adt applies, to furnish to the M1nister,.within such

time as may be speélfied An  such diredtion, such
particulars, as may be so spedifieds

PROTECTION OF INFORMATION PROVIDED

1205 No partidulars furnished in accordance’ with a direction
under section 119, and information relating to any
individual business obtained by means of such particulars
shall, without the previous donsent in writing of the person
darrying on the business in que'stion, be disclosed except in
due' discharge of dutie's unde'r this Adta

SERVICE OF NOTIGES

1214 Unless otherwise expressly provided any order, notice,
demand, dertificate or oLher doclument required to be served
under the provisions of this Adt may be served either -

(a) by delivering it to the person on whom it is to be
served; or

(h) by sending it by registered post addressed to the last
known place of business or residence of the person to
be' served; or

(d) by leaving it with an adult ocdcupier of the premises or
plade to which the notice relates or by posting it upon
a @onspicuous part’ of such premises or places

POWER TO ENTER

122 (1) SubjedE t'o the provisions of this section, any environmental
health offider, or other person authorized in that' behalf by
the Minister or a 10ca1 authority to exeéute the provisions
of this Act shall, on produding, if so required, some duly
authenticated document showing his authority, have a right
to enter premises at all reasonable hours —

(a) for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is, or
has been, on or in donnection with the premises any
onLravention of thd provisions of this Ad

(b) for [

the purpose —of- _ascertaining whether ~ or not
o (b)) for
dirdumstandes exist whidh would authorlze or requ1re
thd locdal authority or the Diredtor to tlake or diredt

the' taking of any action or work unde'r this Adt;

() for the' purpose of taking any aoLion, or eaeéuting any
work, authorized or required by this Act to be taken,
or exeduted and
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{(d} generally, for the purpose of the performande of his
functions and dutiies under this Act

Provided that' —

(1) admission to any premises, not being a factory,
workshop or workplaée shall not be demanded as of
right unless twenty-four hours notice of the intended
entry has belen given t'o the oddupier; and

(ii) no traps or poison for destroying pests shall be laid
in any premises without the consent' of the ocdcupiers

{(2) If it is shown to the satisfaction of a dourt on sworn
information in writing - -

{a) that admission to any premises has been refused or
that refusal is anticipated or that the premise's, are
unoccupied or the oédupier is temporarily absent, or
that' the case is one of urgendy, or that an applidation
for admission would defeat the obJedt of the entry
sought'; and

(b) that there is reasonable ground for entry into the
premises for any such purpose as referred to in
paragraph (a), :

the dourt may by warrant under its hand authorize such
person to enter the premises, {f need be by fordea

(3)  Any pe'rson entering any premises by virtue of this sedtion,
~or of a warrant issued under it, may take with him such
othédr persons as may be nedessary, and, on leaving any
unodclupied premises which he has entered by virtue of a
warrant, shall leave them as ¢ffedtually secured against
tre'spassers as he found thems

(6) Every warrant' granted under this sedtion shall cont'inue in
' force until the purpose for which the entry is nedessary has
belen satisfieda

) PENALTY FOR OBSTRUGTION
T T 123 Any person who, ‘without' lawful reason, wilfully obstrudts
assaults, hinders,'threatens, -abuses, insults, intimidates

any person acting in the éxe'dution of his duty under this e

Acdt' shall be guilty of an offende and shall be liable on

donvidtion to a fine not exdédding VTI100:000 or to

imprlsonment for a term not' exéeeding 12 months or to both
~such fine and 1mprisonmente
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OFFENCES BY BODY CORPORATE

1242 (1) I1f a body dorporate dont'ravenes any provision of this ACt,
eve'ry person who at that time of the domm1551on of the
offéncle’ was a d1rector, general manager, secretary or other
similar officder, of such body dorporate, or was acting, or
purporting to adt, in - any such dapadity, shall also be
guilty of such offende unless he prove's that such offende
was clommitt'ed without his consent' or knowledge and that' hé
exerdised all such diligende to prevent the commission of
the' offende as he ought to have exerdised having regard to
the nature of his fundtions in such dapadity and in all the
dircumst'ancle'ss

(2) A person may bé proceeded against and donvicted under a
prov1sion of this Act in adcordance wlth subsection (1)
whe'thér or not the body dorporate has belen proceeded against
or convidted under that provisions

GENERAL PENALTIES

125 Every person guilty of an offende under this Adt where no
penalty is speciflcdlly providtd shall be liable on
donvidtion to a fine not excebding VI100:000, and, 1in
default’ of payment' of such fine, to imprisonment for a term
not' exde'dding 12 monthse

JNSTITUTION OF PROCEEDINGS

1262 (1) oubjedt' to subsection (2), a proseoution for an oEfende
unde't this Al or any regulaLions made under this ACt shall
not' be institut’ed excdept by the Publid Prosecutors

{(2) A lodal authorlty may,_by any of its offiders, or by any
person generally or speclally authorlzed by it' in writing,
prosedute for any cbntravention of, or offence against, or
default’ in complying with, any _provision of this Adt or
regulat1ons made thereunder if the dontravent'ion, offende or
deffault’ 1is alleged t'o have been cdommitted within its
jurisdidtions ‘

{3) Any authorizeld officer shall report offendes dommitted
against this Act or any regulations made thereunder directly
to the' Publid Prosecutor in reSpedt of proceedings
instituted by the Publid Prosedutors

PREVENTION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST e -

_ﬁ_{;_;,(i_ilZer—(l)a—rNo person o shall | be‘EEESIBHéd to be an authorized offider for
any area in whidh he is engaged d1redt1y or indiredtly in
any trade or businessa

{2) 1f an authorized offlcer has a personal interest in a casée
under investlgation, he shall disqualify hlmself or shall be'
removed from the case by the Minister with a written
instrument’s '

D
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INDEMNITY AND IMMUNITY OF AUTHORIZED OFFICERS
1284 No' suit, prosecution or other legal prodeeding shall be
: instituted for any act or omission whléh in good faith is
done' or purported to be done by any person under this Adts

SAVING OF OTHER WRITTEN LAWS

129: The provisions of this Act' shall be in addition to and not
: in derogation of the provisions of any other written law in
forcle's
COMMENCEMENT
1302 This Act shall come int'o force' on such date as the Minister

may by notide publlshed. in the Gazette appoint‘ and the
Minist'er may appoint different dates in - relation to
different' provisions of this Adt




FIRST SCHEDULE

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES

Acute Anterior Poliomyelith

AIDS/HIV seropositive

Amoeblasis

Bacillary Dysentery (Shigellosis)

Bruce'llosis

Cholera

Ccnjunétlvitis

Dengue Fever; Dengue Shock Syndrome, Dengue Hemorrhaglc Fever

Diarrhoea, presumed infectious {children 1-4 years); Ulorrhoea, presumed
infectious (children O~11 months); Diarrhosa, presumed Infectious
(adult) :

Diphtheria

Encephalitis

Fish poisoning

Gonorrhoea .

Hepatitils, unspecifled; Hepatitis, viral type A; Hepatlitis, viral, type
n

Acute respiratory infectlon {0-1 year); Acute respiratery Infection (I-4

years); Acute respiratory infecdtion {5+ years)

Leprosy

Leéptospirosis

Malaria

Malnutrition

Measle's

Meningitis, bactierial (scn-meningncoccal); Meningitis, eosinophilia

Meningitis, meningodncclal; Meningitis, viral/unspecified

Pertusis ,

Pesticide polsoning (eegs paraquat)

Plague

Poliomyelitis

Rabies

Rélapsing Fever (Epldemic Louse-Borne)

Rheumatic Fever, acute

Ross River virus infections; other arboviral diseases
Salmonella infections {non-Lyphoid fever)

Smallpox

Syphilis .

TetanH§_(44___44___k4)__k44__{44___44)__444_ e

Tuberculosis, pulmonary; Tuberculosis {(other Forms)

Typhus {Epideémlcd Louse-Borne); Typhus (Flea--Borne); Typhus (Mite-Norne)
Typhoid

Yaws
Ye'llow Faver



REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT NO. 22 OF 1994

PUBLIC HEALTH (COMMENCEMENT) OUDER HO. AQ OF 1995

To bring certain provislons of the Public Health Act Mo. 22 of 1994 into
force, :

: IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred upon wme by section 130 of the Public -
f ' Health Act No. 22 of 19%4, I, EDWARD TAHBISARI Minister of Health, make
the followlng Order:

COMMENCEMENT OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF AGT WO. 22 OF 1994
le  Regardlng the Commencement of the Public Health act No. 22 of
1994, the following shall have effeclt -

{a)  Parts 1, 2, 9, 12, 15 and 163
(b}  paragraphs (c) and (d) of section 104(1); and
{c¢) subsection (1) of section 109,

shall come iuto force on the date of che‘publicatiou of the Act im
the Gazette.

COHMENCEMEHT
2. This Ocder shull come into foree on the date of {its publication in
tle Gazette.

f T T T ——MADE at Port | Vila this o day of ﬂpﬂwm , 1995,
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ARRETE No 10 DE 1995 SUR LA SANTE ET LA SALUBRITE PUBLIQUES

(ENTREE EN VIGUEUR])

Rendant exécutoire certaines digpositions de la Loi No 22 de 1994
sur la Santé et la salubrité publigues.

LE MINISTRE DE LA SANTE

VU les pouvoirs que lui confére l7article 130 de la Loi No 22 de
1994 sur la Santé et la salubrité publigues ‘

ARRETE

ENTREE EN VIGUEUR DE CERTAINES DISPOSITIONS DE LA LOI No 22 DE-
1994 | B

1, Les dispositiongs da la Loi No 22 de 1994 sur la 3anté
sglubrité publigues suilvanteaes

a)  Titres 1, 2, 2, 12,5 ek 16 ;

b) alinéas <) et d) du'p

‘égrapha 1) d@ 1’article 104 j et
G) paragraphe 1) de 1" article 109,

entrent @n vigueur & la date de la publication de la Loi.
au Journal officielle. : L

ENTREE EN VIGUEUR

2. Le présent. arr&lé entre en vigueur & la date de sa publica-
tion au Journal officiel. ' '

FAIT 3 Port-Vila -le 3 avril 1995.

== sl e, SR =L TR

Edward Tambisari




