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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

THE REVISION AND CONSOLIDATION OF THE LAWS 
ACT No. 25 OF 1985 

Assent: 3/12/85 
Commencement: 19/1/87 

AN ACT to provide for the revision and consolidation of the laws of 
VanuaCu and for matters connecced therewith. 

INTERPRETATION 
1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

"the Commissioner" )neans the person appointed by the ilinister 
under section 2; 

"appointed day" means a day appOinted by the 11inister by 'order 
for the purposes of section 3; 

"Hinister'!: means the Uinister responsible for matters relating 
to law and justice; 

"Revised Edition" means the edition of the laws of Vanuatu 
prepared in accordance with the prOVisions of this Act; 

"written law" means any law mentioned in section 3 and any part 
of any such law. 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONER 
2. The tlinister may by order appoint a person (in this Act referred 

to as "the Conunissioner") to prepare a revised and consolidated 
edition of the Laws of Vanuatu (in ,this, Act referred to as ;;the 
Revised Edit ion") • 

CONTENTS OF THE REVISED EDITION 
3. (1) Subject to section 4, The Revised Edition shall contain -

(a) the Constitution of Vanuatu in operation on the appointed 
day, 

(b) every Act and Joint Regulation in operation in Vanuatu on 
the appointed day, unless omitted under section 4; 

(c) such subsidiary legislation in operation in Vanuatu on the 
appointed day as the Conunissioner thinks fit to include 
therein; 

(d) a chronological list of Acts, Joint Regulations, a table of 
contents and an index; 

(e) a list of the Acts and Joint Regulations omitted under the 
authority of section 4. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, 'appointed day' means a date 
appointed by the Minister by order to be a revision date for the 
revised laws. 
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OMISSION OF LAWS 
4. There shall be omitted from the Revised Edition -

(a) any Appropriation Act or Supplementary Appropriation Act; 

(b) any law authorising the raising or guaranteeing of a 
specific loan; 

(c) any applied British or. French Law not adopted by Parliament 
expressly or by necessary implication; 

(d) any law of a temporary nature which can in the opinion of 
the Commissioner be conveniently omitted. 

VALIDITY OF LAWS NOT AFFECTED BY OMISSION FROM REVISED EDITION 
5. No written law omitted from the Revised Edition, under the 

authority of this Act or otherwise, shall be deemed to be 
without force and validity by reason only of the fact that it is 
so omitted. 

POWERS OF COMMISSIONER 
6. In the preparation of the Revised Edition the Commissioner shall 

have the following powers 

(a) to omit -

(1) all written laws or parts of written laws which have 
been repealed expressly or by necessary implication, 
or which have expired or have become spent or have 
had their. effect; 

(ii) all repealing provisions contained in written laws 
and also all tables or lists of repealed written 
laws whether contained in schedules or· otherwise; 

(iii) all words of enactment in any written law or 
provision of a written law; 

(iv) 

(v) 

all provisions prescribing the date 
in which, any written la" is to come 
where such omission can~ in the 
Commissioner, conveniently be made, 

when!J or manner 
into operation, 
opinion of the 

all amending written 
where the amendments 
have been embodied 

laws or parts of wri tten 
effected by such written 
by the Commissioner in 

laws 
laws 
the 

written laws to which they relate; 

(b) to consolidate into one "ritten la" any two or more 
written laws in pari materia, making the alterations 
thereby rendered necessary in the consolidated written 
laws, and affixing such date thereto as may seem most 
convenient; 

(c) to alter the order of .the provisions in any written law 
and, in all cases where it. is. necessary to do so, to 
renumber the provisions of any "ritten law; 

(d) to alter the form or arrangement of any provision of any 
written law, either by combining it in whole or in part 
with another provision or by dividing it into t"o or more 
provisions or by transposir.g words~ 
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(e) to divide any written law, whether consolidated or not, 
into parts or other divisions and to give such parts or 
divisions suitable headings; 

(f) to transfer any provisions contained in any ,written law 
from that written law to any other written law to which it 
more properly belongs or to a separate written law, making 
such alterations as are thereby rendered necessary or 
expedient; 

(g) to "arrange the 
in any group 

'irrespective of 

written laws, whether'tol'lsolidatecl" or not, 
or sequence that' . may be convenient 

the date of commencement; 

(h) to shorten, simplify. clarify and otherwise alter the 
phraseology of any written law; 

(i) 'to correct grammatical and typographical errors', or any 
clerical or printing errors in any written law,' and for 
that purpose to make verbal additions, omissions or 
alterations not affecting the meaning of any written law; 

(j) to add, delete, alter and substitute definitions of terms 
and expressions in any written law; 

(k) to supply or alter marginal notes, head notes or headings; 

(1) to correct cross-references; 

(m) to make such formal alterations as to names, localities, 
offices, tit les and otherwise as may be necessary to bring 
any written law into conformity with the circumstances of 
Vanuatu; 

(n) to make such modifications and adaptations and to attach 
such qualifications and exceptions to any written law as 
may appear to be necessary or desireable to bring them into 
conformity with the Constitution, 

(0) where any provision of a written law vests any function in 
a public servant, to substitute a provision vesting the 
function in any other public servant; 

(p) to do all things relating to form and method which may be 
necessary for the perfecting of the ReviSed Edition;' 

(q) (1) where in any law to be included in the Revised 
Edition, the amount of the fine for any offence or of 
the fee for any service is expressed in any currency 
other than Vatu, the Commissioner with the approval 
of the Minister shall convert the amount so expressed 
into such amount in Vatu as he sha 11 deem appropriate 
haVing regard only to -
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(a) the rate of the depreciation of any such currency 
since the date of commencement of any such law, 
and 

L) (b) the general level of fines for offences of similar 

) 

grt!vity and fees for similar ·services expressed in 
Vatu and provided for in or under the Acts of 
Parliament in force on the appointed day; 

(ii) where the amount of a fine or fee mentioned in 
paragraph (1) is expressed in more than one currency 
other than Vatu, the conversion shall be made on the 
basis of that currency which shall produce the greater 
or the greatest amount in Vatu. 

NO POWER TO MAKE ALTERATIONS OF SUBSTANCE 
7. Nothing in this Act, except in section 6, shall be construed to 

confer power on the Commissioner to alter the substance of any 
written law. 

REVISED EDITION NOT TO OPERATE AS NEW LAW 
8. The Revised Edition shall not be held to operate as new law, but 

shall be construed· and have effect as a consolidation and as 
declaratory of the written laws that have been revised and 
published therein. 

CONSTRUCTION OF REFERENCES TO REVISED EDITION 
9. Where in any written law or other instrument or document 

reference is made to any written law the provisions of which 
have been by virtue of this Act embodied in the Revised Edition, 
such reference shall where necessary and practicable be deemed 
to extend and apply to the corresponding provisions in the 
Revised Edition. 

RECTIFICATION OF ERRORS 
10. (1) lfuere any error is made in the publication of the Revised 

Edition the Minister shall rectify the error by an Order (to be 
called a "Correction Order") making the required amendments. 

(2) In this section an "error" means the publication of a written 
law in a form not authorised by this Act, or the omission from 
the Revised Edition of a written law which is required by this 
Act to be published therein. 

BRINGING OF THE REVISED EDITION INTO OPERATION 
11. (1) The Hinister may by order approve the Revised Edition and 

appoint a day on which it shall come into operation. 

(2) The Revised Edition with effect from the day appointed under 
subsection (1), shall be, without any question in all courts of 
justice and for all purposes, the sole and only proper law of 
Vanuatu in respect of all written law contained therein. 

... /5. 
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COPIES TO BE SIGNED AND DEPOSITED 
12. (1) One copy of the Revised Edition or one copy of each volume 

thereof as the case may be shall be dated and signed by the 
i1inister and shall be transmitted to the Chief Justice who shall 
deposit it among the records of the Supreme Court. 

(2) Copies of the Revised Edition shall be distributed among such 
persons, officers, departments and institutions as the Hinister 
shall direct. 

(3) Suth number of copies, and at such price as the Hinister shall 
direct, shall be offered for sale to the general public. 

PRINTING AND FORM OF THE REVISED EDITION 
13. The Revised Edition shall be printed -and published in bound 

vO-!)lmes or in such other form as the IHnister sha 11 direct. 

COMHENCEMBNT 
14. This Act shall come into force on the date of publication in the ,

Gazette. 
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i'rl.t'ra,etiO\1 '0'.1. qe!l\ clr6it~ t'e-lat.Hs i; qu\!!lq\.,,,, ,;;.!!'rv!.t:e 'H,t 
.~j41:wi m~ q.ms .lIne .. <hev i !IIf!' autnil /:ful'" 1 <i; v ",t \ .. , d~,,·,,; unAA 
10i·.·· Qui doit 1!!tnt il'iclu.e 11..1",' vl"-.-",ion ,..hi';"'''' 1,,,, 

'·.CO",~nfi!i~a·iTe ·,doyt't' alva;:::-.! ~'al.:;~ord dt_~ 1"hniEt~re~_ ,cotiYf;-,{',t.it,· 

·l.ll! mOnt.;ant, ~tlq\je!i\tion t>ro vatu ,\ 1 .. ,,,,,,101'.,,.. qu·.ll ",,,Um ... 
. O~pClrti..n!l!, coiJ,pte tenll ",eL.' 1 emen:\:; 

·at . "(fL!' 'tau" tied6pnior.:ie.tion aHe,~l .. n't l.adi\'& deva.,,> 
!3l!1pi..d iii·.. 1" "'nt' ee envl.c.auew' ,d~ la 1 [)l t:on,:ern~',,, et' . ' 

'-P->. .du .. n·i,veau :g~r;·er'~.J.' de~n.··ama!"t'td~s pour- t16;1<Si. "infr'~~c.tit~d·t$ 
. d~ '{"~!ll rfflp(j~t,ant:e., ·ot.\. de~ d~~oi t l~· t~Pp 1 i c.~hl ~;.s b. t.it~::~~ 

. '",ervi:c.eS$4lIfflb hlbl'&$ Clui ,",c:nt e>: P'" i me" ·",n. wlh, '.)t 
ai·t-:i pUl.8!6 ·d~·n~.; 1 e c$dre- de..s 1 o:i. $ pro01ul qt.,.r;!,i:Sf~'I- ~~I~r J t'::
·Pit!"l e.tnant t$ln v j gtJe~~'!· au· j r.!l"U.t" ntJi'Qm~:· 

. . 

c.:faos ·lll! t.a:$· O·~l le. rrltw~t"~r1·t d ~ une ·~:\IrneIH;j~;1 {.H"l. d~lS dt.""tJ.l. '(:'.~ 
vise;;·,i, l·/ltl,'ine.lll (·t}e~t (!!xpru~'" t)<'rl$ pllH;il'.1w"!'b d",,,:isE", 

.. ··ati~·re· que· Ie v.atu, la:t;ot1verslofl doit ~,e +6.rnj~r·· ~~~U'· 1.,,\. 
,.d('l\l\sj£> q\.ll ~,,'·od4H '1",' d,ont",mt 1~plL\5"'1""<rl? !!!¥n'J,<h", 

RSSTRl,C"tlONDES ~OU~OiRS CEt . Mi:l1)lFlCATlI:3N . ~liANT All FON!) 
:'7~ ·.··.Au<;.~v:ii!o' dispoli>.ititlr; lie laprR!';snt~ lOi, n,~ .. dQit 1i!tnl :;l1't.".p,' 

CQmJi>® c:t)l'Ii'~r· .. ~t OIJ;.I C(:lmmi$eai n' le ;l>ot.woi r' dE> ioodi fi I1'r If' 
I;\'u". t.l!!;d;e.d,e lQiou j:Hirtie",o'u ... t{t~;h': .de,> .H:ii., qe,,,, 1 qu' i 3. o(nL 

':vERstD~ ~l$'iE':Nt;.'tIENT~ASt;.I£U DE NOUI.I5LI.E. LeGIS.LATION 
. 9.·'!;;.":",ei"sii)tll"evl:a!6:\!!· ne doHpsto @t.r-e b'l!'1W1 pbW' ",voi I" Ydl<1>l.w 

"O'~;;,. .. ilep:'i..Elied~it,@tre i nt""~'p.,.-ste!>9! I!lt premfr", ""ffli't ill Htn, 
d".~t1~: .,de' re~;;)~' OUpEIII!lWIt;~nc.i:m$tO\tati on 0".5,} pi s ",cr' i teo" "'y'<r,t 

........ :,f0it ,1' t'lbjet d~li!\ ... ~vi$i.Q? q~t'iy "'CI~,t pubhees • 

. lN1'ERf>~TAT~tlN ,DE~ ~EFERENcES FPilrES A LA VERSION' REvtSEE 
q~ .. ' Cans .··.ie:t;~!i .q'lmS l.oi r,~i <)\lb"j£< inst"umehttlLi ¢Ot:tilMtryt <1'.d +.,it 

.. " . fM~"r'.e".r,:;.e.::· ..•.. :i:.'4u.~l qu~ lOi et:rj,·te d·on't: Ie!'.; , di. ~po~:;;i 1:iOf"!$ f.Jnt. :r.:.,t@ 

. ~. . 

.:{ 
'f, 

·ifieorpgi.41e$.:~ laver",itll'\' r'~viscU, emvr,;,"t" de 1<:\ p,"*s*"nte len, 
l"di tit·· "r:'Hi!r·Elnt:I!'·'e~tt'''p\., .. t!lle $' of!tendn'iI:.!!, et. oo!' tel"' "''''. 1 i;>g, .. 

dispq'!l.~di'l..tln$.~ol"'rf.'$pt!ndant:oJ!'; f {g •. ,,.. .... ,,t diti,;!O 1 a~e,l'~i on .-4,,..1 ,,,,,),,,, 
.t;h/llqu~'f'i:l:iS ~ue¢lt\lla e",tm!!'O:fi!$s"~r'" 011: ?l:>s$lhl!1' • 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

DBCI!IITltALIZA'fION ( CHANGB OF DATE OF ELBCTION OF 

AIlBImI LOCAL GOVElOOfDT COUNCIL) ORDER .0. 1 OF 1987 

To change the da~e for the start of elections for Councillors to the 
Ambrym ,LocI! 1 GoverNDent Council. . ..... } 

WHFREASPursuant to the Decentral~tion (Date of Electiona of AmbfYl8. ''E!I~' 
Paama' and Ilanks/Torres Local Government Councils) Order No. 49 of 1986, the 
date of elections for Councillors to the Ambrym Local Government Council was 
to commenc. on January 20th 1987 and WHEREAS for electoral adlninistratlve 
reasons it "is necEf!;Sary to change t:be date of the Ambrym Local Covermaent; 
Council elections to a later date; 

NoW ThEREFORE, IN EXERCISE of the powers contained 1n section 8(2)(a) of t.he . 
DecentraUsation Act No. 11 of 1980 as amended, TilE ELECTORAL ',COMMISSION IIWBY 
MAKEs the ,~onQW1ng or~er:; 

'. ,.'-:,.-'\ ' ," ",' :: 

DAn' OF 'ELICTION 

"'Oi:;:;",iii:.;.:,,·.1..Tbe election for Councillors to tbe Mlibrym local GQiverlllll,Ult Council shaH 
co_nca on 5th February 1987. 

AMEMDKI!NT 0' ORDER 49 OF 1986 

2. Order ttb. 49 of 1986 is amended to the extent Bet out In this Order. 

COMMBNCEMENT 

$. This Order sball come into force on the date of its signature. 

MAKE THIS 8TH DAY OF JANUARY 1987. 

'.tt#. ~~t4 
MASING R.LAU,RU: MARCEL SAM K. MATASKELBKELE 

.Kember Member 

"' ) 



IU!PUBLIC OF VAJlUA11J 

THE BUSINESS LICENCES (RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN 
llUSINES~<;rlVlTU:S) ORDER. No • .2. OF 1981 

An DrdEir to pr<lVide for certain r~atdct ions 
·scti".itles ~""'r rtw purposes of controlling economic. 

in specified bus{ness 
development in Vanuatu. 

XIIUUCISEof tb .. power contained. in section (, of the BuslJess Licence Act 
No ... ;'50fl~83 lis amended, I ber .. Oy make the 'foll!)loring Order:-

..... : ...... ::, .. · ... 3:::~:stl!I~t:(()II~')i4:mrG:: mitRE IWfUFACTtIU qLCAllHKDSOPT~ill~ •.. 
!,e~'~;:::~:;t;o<.t?la\lse.· ,:,,,;'1 i";,,ncenily he.iuued or .. renewed. by any 

". iIl ·;'re~p,,(!"(jf,. the busAness '(){ "Manufacturer:! of 

jK!~?::.\i·>;,~ ~~~~~4~!J:.~.~";--~~~~lb-E~~;.J?4~:: . thr"ugbou~:,tb~ W'~oJt of 

EXDl.~'TIOil 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause 1, chis Order shall not apply 
to any business which tntmediately before the commencement of this 
Order I .• lawfully canytng on the businer.s of '·~8nufact.2rers of C~ 
Soft Prinks". 

COlIil\MCEIWIT 
3. This Order shall come into force on the day of its publication in the 

Gazette. 

) 
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IlUU .... IC or YAllUAtu 

!olQU!! LICPIUIG (PlWIIlBtnON) 0JtDI.I 
. !!!.-! OF 1987 

.\II Order to prohibit t.be sale and supply of liquor In Lug.,IViUe. 

D auGIS' of tbe po .... r confe.red b)' sec,1on l4A ot the JOint I..iquor Licensing, 
a_aulation Mo .• ll.ot l'ito!! <0' _decl, t hllreb), wake the t'011_10& Ordet'-

.AY or· I.tQUOIi 11 WCWIV1U.8 PlOIIll1TilJ 
.,; 1.. Subj.G~ 100,. Clauae2, the "al.. and sUPldy of al~qIWUC i.lquDr .{. 

,.'./, .. : ... I .. ,i .•..••. · •... c," liceoC.dPI'e<nt.,~· within th".· LUBanvUle thm'cipall.cy, ... tjfltl1.e, for 
'\'l~' .,.. .... c.on'''mp~i.P'l' ,,·n.o. off the prellli8",.,ia htlreby prohLblted f.Td. .. rlliclnl .. bt 
,.,,', 00 Saturday the' 17t:)i' day tlt: J ftnuar)'"l:~l!;V;;unt 11 mhlnJ.llht; on Tuesclay the 

~fi~iQtl20~b;d.Y o(Jlln<laq" 1'107,");; 

2. . Notwith4tanding tbe flrovisiOn& of Cl"u~" 1, alcobc>i, Lc H'l",,,r aNlY lie 
sold dur Lng t.he said pel'1qd within the nor, ... l bours .,t opening Itt 
restaurants and hotel& to t)<>na Hoc C\l&t<>mcrs for cQl'le~'mpr.ion with 
their meals. 

~ 
3. '1'b1l '()l"Cet .. ball ie\>IMI into fQtce <>n tbe 11th day of ,January, 1.1Itl1. 

!!!!! at fort Vlla thb 16 ~ day of Jan"" ry. 19117, 

,.' 

, i~;' 

. .- ) 



UPUBLIC 01' VAlfUA'rU 

The AppOintment of the Coaai •• ioaer 

for taw levi.ion Order 10. 4 of 1987 

,., 

DI IIIIClSl of the power contained in section 2 of the llevia101l 

ADd.Conaoltdatton of the Laws Act No •. 25 of 1985, I hereby appoint 

VILLUII YIC'l'Oll UTrAil as . the 'Co=ll.sel!tf~~l!r with' effect frOll! the 

11t~ . deY of . J<."' ...... j 1987',"'''''''''' 

Kt"" .t Port VUa thh 15'" day of 

" /' 'Ii / -(tY!lllyc:v:~'!' 
,111" / 

' " 
Ii lWM11.m 

PriMe Hini.ter aa4 

Nioister reapooslbl. for Justice 

1987. 

. J.'. 
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REPUBLIC OF VAlVATU 

ELECTORAL ctIellSSlOR 

1. Pursuant to rule· 7 of the Local Government Ooune!l Election. 
(hocedure Rules) Order No. 61 of 1982, TRludroJW.CCII!IlS810l 
IIftDY ..... LISIiJS the tht; .of • .,proved candidate. for t~a.nk.(' 
Tones Local GO\lernlllent Council elections cOllliMncinl.on Thur~~j . 

. 29tb January 1987 .<'~;~}, . 

(a)'fOUISWMD (two CAIIDIoAUS) 

~',IIAi1VMKt/"ATr (VP) 
~·;'VARUAAKV'I!Tl (VP) 

1(;-" t.:;":..' 

,. CAIIOI.) 
. .,.,' ,', """" . 

t':'~'~"~./:; ·:t~;:.,:iip~'" 
" .. Y:~.' . 

VP 
... 

• 

(c:) GAUAtfAID'j{SU CAIIDlDATIIS) 

DOMKEL CiIAR1 IE VI' 
VP. 
VP 
Vl.' 
VP 
VP 

ROBERT .. MAJ.ACHAI 
SAGOR BADDLEY TEVIR 
WETl~S JOSEPH 
WOBVT CHARLES FOX 
WOWIIT BARTON 

( d) 

VP 
VP . . 

FRANK SOVAN 
JOlIN STILL 
,RONGLE ZACHEUS 
VUVUNJIIMES 

uNION OF tIODUATE PAiTUS (UMP) .. , 
00 

(el., MOTA VAllD. (ORE CAIIDIDATI) 

ADAMS MESHES vP 
(f) IIOTALAVA VAlID. (SIX CAlIDlDA'I'is> 

, CECILIOWSON 
!£5I)VAW~GEN FOX 
·.j9s~rJl\~:rK~tI .... 

·.;/'\:~"~lCtt;:w,pQEi;·· 
': ,.~tlBE~'AIiBAN 

·,TtTOSLOLO 

. ,".,' 
1:" 
~. . 

',,'; 

VP 

·lltP 
·"·"·vr:' 

UMP 
\lp 
IJMP 

.•... 

•••• /2 

, .... 

': . 

J. 



~~'i:l';';. " 
~~~, -:2:- ~,~: 

(8) ftM1W,AVAWUD (lIGHT CAIIIDAtES) 

GEORGE ATKIN 
GEORGE BAST' 
HOSEA WORAS 
. JOIIN QUISDOR 
JOHN WASARAK 
CUkE VIRA 

"NORMAN>WONA,: . 
STAKIS Sl~t.AG .. 

. yp 
VP 
yp 
IlMl' 
yp 
yp 
yp 
YP . 

-- at Pon: Y~la the 15th day of January 1987. 

,:'~. _.t. WUau 
~~ 
It.IlATASQI.I!CII·1 

.. CBAtaM 

'.', 

. ,-' 

. ",'''. 

.,",. 

, 
, ' 
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REFoeLIC OF ~ANOAtu .. . , 

'14iSf. J!9~J;,~E! jl\!t'$uant to Section 335 of tile COlllpaniu 

Act No. 1·2 of 1986 the mI.IlIe8 ofJ-

'eAMBOU..R CONSULTANTS LIM.lT.bil 
.-~-. .. .. ,. . .-
1/Al!iU i\. PROl'ETU.s LIMITED .... __ ._' .1 .~ 

IJII.VIiiI 'IM'ell Iltl~\!clt of!': tile Reg.l.lllter of COllip·an"iee at p():rt 

Vill<. \f IliIl<Uli,t;u, and. tllle eQ=pl/."i~.$ d:l.l!lBOl ,,~d. 


