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Interpreta.tion. 

To provide for the development and control of 
Forestry operations and for other purposes 
incidental thereto. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President and Parliament as 
follows :-

EART 1 - PHELI!11NARY 

1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires t-

"clearing operations" means the cutting 
of trees or the clearing of native 
vegete..tlon; 

"Dtrector" llleans the Director of Agriculture 
or such other person as the Minister may 
appoint as Director' for the purposes of 
this Act; 

"forest officer" means the Principal Forest 
Officer, any forest officer or any other 
officer carrying out the duties of a forest 
offic(~r under this Act; 

"Owner" in relation 1;0 land includes a 
number of owners and. one or more persons 
wi th e. ri.ght in custom ·to exclusive use o.f 
land. and any assootatton t corporation, 
co-operat:i.ve or other boay of persons 
repref5(mtlng sllch number of owners or such 
perso:n.s; 

"Fund" means the Forestry Fund; 

"rural land" means any land outside the 
boundaries of a municipality; 

"Savlml11" includes any portable sawmill and 
any other device used for the 
longttudinal saw1ng of timber; 

"stream" means any part of 13ny watercourse 
whi-cn at any ti-me contaJ.ns runniIJg water 
more than one half of one metre in width; 

~ . . /2 .. 
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"tree''' includes Bny trees. palm, shrub, 
bush, sapling, seedling or reshoot of any 
kind or age; 

" 

"utilisation operations" means the felling 
of trees for sale as logs, for sawmilling, 
wood-chipping or fibre board manufacture or 
any other operations prescribed as 
util.isation operations under this Act. 

PART 2 - ADMINISTRATION 

Responsibilities 2. 
of Direct.or and 
power of 
delegation. 

Provision of 
services by 
Director. 

Forest 
plantation 
agreements. 

3. 

PART 

4. 

(1 ) The Director shall be responsible for the 
proper management and development of the 
'forest resources of Vanuatu, 

(2) The Director may in writlng authorise any 
forest officer to exercise any of the powers 
or functions of the Director under this Act, 
except the powers and fQ~ctions conferred by 
section 4 (2) and 17. 

3 -

(1) 

The Director may provide services for the 
felling of trees and the sawing or other 
conversion of timber from plantations and 
may make reasonable charges therefor. 

FOREST PLANTA1'ION AGREEMENTS 

For the purpose of aSSisting any owner of 
land to plant trees thereon, the Government 
may enter into a forest plantation agreement 
with the owner. 

(2) The Director may execute forest plantation 
agreements on behalf of the Government. 

(3) Every forest plantation 8.greement shall 
contain 1-

(a) suffici.ent details in order to identify 
the land that is to be planted with 
trees; and 

(b) a forest management plan for the 
plantat,ion on the land which shall 
st£-Ite !-

(i) 

( ii) 

the sn€cies of trees to be 
ple.nted; 

the measures to be adopted for 
the este,bl:i.shment and protection 
of the plantation; 



'Records of 
moneys spent 
by Goverrunent 
under Forest 
Plantation 
Agreements. 

0; 
~' . 
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(iii) the ext,ent i:o wh,i~;h .. grazJ.:ng by ~ 
Rnimals anti agricul turalactl vi ty 
shall be Dcrm:i.ttf;d in tbe 
-i)l "nt q ;' 'j ~:;!' .t ..... 0.. 1..: •• ,"".\J .. ~ 

(i v) measures ·tr.t.at sball be taken for 
·l,a D~o-H~+ion of -)'aces on tha t'._i ...... ,.\...-~."''' ... -. J-4- '-
land whj.ch ma.v be consider'ed 
sacred or of ·~Btlonal or cultutal 
importance ~ 

and which may be rev:l.ewed by the 
Director every five years; and 

(c) covenants by the owner of the land 
that :-

(1) he wHI permit forest officers 
to cause the laild referred to in 
the Forest Plantation Agreement 
to be planted 'wi th the species of 
treesspec1fied'in the forest· 
management plan; 

Cii) he will carry Qut such work on 
the land as the Director may 
direct for the purpose of 
promoting the growth of or 
for protecting thC1 trees; 

(- ::.-11) he will not lease or otherwise 
dispose ot the land or the trees 
or· Gut down tne trees without 
first having obts,ined the prior 
consent: tn wr.i ting of the 
Director; 

(iv) in the event of the accidental 
destructiun at any time of the 
Whole or any part of the planta
ti.on he v/ill permit the Director 
to replace or restore the 
planta.tion; 

(v) f'romthe proceeds of sale o.! 
timber from the plantations he 
VillI rep?-y to the Government all 
moneys expended. by it in the 
establishment and maintenance' of 
the plantation and pay the 
refoI't!station charge. 

The Director shall cause records to be kept 
of all moneys spent by the Government under 
each'forest plantatton agreement and a 
stat,ement setting out the deta,Us of the 
amount 8 so Y'ecorded and signed by the 
D.trector shall b·;e prima faCie evidence of 
such details .. 

j1J .. " /~ <> 
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(1) When any timber from any plantatlon 
established under section 4 is sold the 
proceeds of sale shall be applled 1-

(a) first in pa}'lllent of the reforestation 
charge; 

(b) secondly in repayment of the moneys 
spent by the Government in respect of 
the part of the plantation from which 
the timber was felled for sale. 

(2.) If Buch timber .is used by the owner instead 
of being sold it shall be considered to 
have been sold and the owner shall make 
the payments specified in paragraph (a) and 
(b) of subsecti.on (1). The amount payable 
under this subsection shall not ex.ceed the 
market value at stl~P of the timber used. 

Where the owner of land the subject of a 
forest plantation agreement fails to make 
a payment stipulated in the agreement or 
contrsv-enes or fails to comply with any 
covenant 01' condition of the agreement the 
whole of any moneys then owing by him to the 
Government under the terms of the agreement 
shall become immediately due and payable and 
be recoverable by the Government. 

The Government shall not enter into a forest 
plantation agreement unless it .is satisfied 
that the other party to the agreement 
properly represents the owners. 

PART 4 - UTILISA1'ION OPERATIONS 

90 (1) Subject to seotion 10 no person ,may 
carry out utilisation operations without 
first obtaining a timber licence. 

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) 
commits an offence o 

10. (1) A person Who fells timber on his own land 
to provide timber for his own use shall not 
require 11 timber licence. 

(2) The Direotor. upon application in .triting 
in the prescribed form being made to him 
may exempt from this Part any utilisation 
operations if he considers that neIther the 
extent of the operatlons nor~the affect on 
the i.nter€sts of Vanuatu justifies. the 
application to such operations of the 
provisions of this Part. 

.. ./5 • 
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(3) An exemption granted under subsection (2) 
may be granted for such period as the 
Director shall specify. 

(2) 

(4) 

(5) 

Any person who intends to apply for a timber 
licence and who is not the owner of the land 
on which the utilisation operations are to 
be carried out shall prior to such application 
enter into an agreement in writing with the 
properly authorised representatives of the 
owners. Such agreement shall be in a 
language acceptable to the parties and shall 
be in the prescribed form and shall be exempt 
from the provisions of section 6 and 7 of 
the Land Reform Regulation N° 31 of 1980 or 
any provisiotlS replacing such provisions. 

Every such agreement shall be submitted to 
the Director for approval within thirty days 
of its execution. No such agreement shall 
be approved by the Director unless he is 
satisfied that it complies with the provisions 
of subsection (1) and that it adequately 
protects the interests of the owner of the 
land and any agreement not so approved shall 
have no legal effect. 

The Director shall keep a register of all 
agreements approved by him ~mder subsection 
(2). 

An agreement approved by the Director under 
subsection (2) shall cease to have legal 
effect on the expiry or non renewal of the 
timber licence authorising the utilisation 
operations provided for in the agreement. 

Every application for a timber licence shall 
be made to the Director in 'IIlri ting in the 
prescribed form and shall be accompanied 
where apPlicable

l 
by a copy of the agreement 

between the appl cant and the owner of the 
land. 

12. (1) The Director may grant a timber licence to 
any person or renew a timber licence. 

(2) The grant of a timber Hcence shall be 
subject to the payment of the reforestation 
charge and such fees and other charges as 
the Director wHh the approval of the Minister 
may determine. 

( 3 ) A timber 11 cene", shall :-

(a) be valid for such period not exceeding 
ten years as shall be specified in the 
licence; and 

.' .. /6. 
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(b) be subject to such gen~)ral conditions 
as may be prescribed and to such 
special conditions as the Director may 
lmpose in respect of that licence. 

No timber licence sha.ll be transferable 
except with the authority in wri.ting of 
the Dlrector. 

14. (1) It shall be a condition of every timber 
licence that the licence holder shall 
establish and maintain a banker's guarantee 
to guarantee compliance by the licence 
holder with the conditions of the licence. 

15. 

(2) Every banker's guarantee established under 
this section shall be subject to the 
conditions prescribed and shall be in an 
amount satisfactory to the Director, which 
ohall be not less than a sum estimated by 
the Director to be equal to the fees and 
other charges payable by the licence holder 
in the .first year of operations under the 
licence. 

The Minister with the approvel of the 
Co\IDC:U of Mini-stars, for the purpose of 
carrying out utllisation operations on land 
in respect of Which a timber licence haa 
been granted, mayan behalf of the Government 
enter into a joint venture with the properly 
authorised representatives of the omler of 
such land and the holder of the licence if 
he is not the O\111er of the land to which 1 t 
relates. A joint venture entered into under 
t,his section may take the form of a joint 
company, partnership or other form of joint 
venture associat:l.on, 

16. (1) Any holder of a timber licence who fails to 
comply with any of the conditions to which 
the licence is subject commits an offence. 

(2) Where any person is convicted of an offence 
against section 9 (1) or against subsection 
(1) of this section the Court may in addition 
to any other penalty order that any timber 
cut and any equipment used ln the commission 
of the offence be forfeited and any such 
timber and equipment shall thereupon become 
the property of Vanuatu. 

.. .. ,,/7 ... 
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Suspension or 
cancellation 
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licence. 
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of offences. 

Power of 
Director to 
register 
sawmills. 

17. 
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The Director may when the holder of a 
timber licence has been convicted of an 
offence against thls Act suspend or with 
the approval of the Mlnister. cancel the 
timber licence. 

18. (1) Where in the opinion of the Director the 
holder of a timber licence has committed 
an offence against section 16 (1) he may 
impose a penalty of not more than 
10.000 vatu on the offender and a penalty 
equal to double the market value of any 
timber cut by the licence holder in the 
commission of the offence. 

(2) A licence holder who objects to a penalty 
imposed upon him in accordance with 
subsectlon (1) may appeal to the Court 
therefrom w,~thin 14 days of notification 
to him of imposition of the penalty. 

(:;) If a licence holder h~'5 not appealed to the 
Cour.t within the time provided for in 
subsectlon (2) nor uaid the penalty imposed 
ur;.der subsection (1) ,.:.thin 30 days of 
notlflcattcn to him thereof the Director 
may 0&11 :':'or anr) shall be pald the penalty 
under the termB of the banker's guarantee 
provided for in sect ton 14. 

19. (1) ':the DL"eotor may upon application in writing 
therefor and payment of the prescribed fee 
grant a certificate of registration in 
respect of 11 ss"nnill. 

(2) Registratton oJ a sawmill shall be 1-

(a) valid for such period not exceeding 
one year as shall be specified in the 
certificate of registration and may be 
renewed; 

(b) subject to such GoncH tions as may be 
set out in the certlflnate of 
registrat:ton. 

Any person who operates, or being the owner 
ello1lfil to be operated" any sawmill Which 
hI'S no+ been registered or contravenes any 
of the conditions of registration commits 
an offence,. 

(4) Whenever r.~qu:i.r:·d by tl1e Direc'tor the owner 
of a sawm:l.ll ShE,D furnish in the prescribed 
manner such information as is required from 
him concerning tbe intake and output of 
timber of all Cl.s,sS€s and species from such 
sa\~1l111 t 

iii •• /8. 
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(5) Any owner of a sawmill who fails to furnish 
information when required to dose pursuant 
to this section or knowingly furnishes 
information which is not correct commits an 
offence. 

PART 5 - CONSERVATION· 

20. 

21. 

Any person Who cnrries out any clearing 
operations using any bulldozer, grader, 
tractor or similar machine on any land 
within ten metres of any stream without 
first obtaining written authority from the 
Director commits an offence. 

If the Government considers that any land 
should not be subject to utilisation or 
clearing operatlons in order to 1-

(a) prevent soil erosion or serious 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

interference with stream flow; or 

preserve the ecology of the area in 
which the land is situate; or 

conserve the land as an area or part 
of an area of particular sceniC, 
cultural, historic or national 
interest; or 

preserve the land far us e by the 
publio for recreation purposes, 

the Minister may by order forbid or restrict 
such clearing or utilisation operations and 
provide for the management, control and 
protection of such land. 

22. (1) Where the Director is of the opinion that 
any olearing operations Which.are in 
progress or which he believes are to be 
commenced on any land are likely to cause 
serious solI erosion or to interfere 
ser.iously with stream flow, he may in 
writing direct the person carrying out the 
clearing operations or wha he believes 
intends to carry out such operations -

(a) to cease such aperatlons forthwith; or 

(b) not to start such operations; or 

(c) to carry out such operations only 
in accordance with the conditions 
specified in the direction • 

.. . /9. 



· " 

- 9 -

(2) Any person aggrieved by such direction may 
appeal in writing to the Minister who may 
affirm, vary or quash the direction, Such 
decision o.:f the M:l.nister shall be flnal. 
In no circumstances shall an appeal result 
in a .sotay of any fJuch directiont> 

Failure to 23. Any person who contravenes an order made 
ul1der section 21 or a direction made under 
section 22 commits an offence. 

comply with 
orders made 
under, section 21 
or directions 
made under 
section 22. 

Reatrictions 
as to fires 
in rural areas. 

Power to order 
extinguishment 
of fires in 
rural areas. 

Failure to 
comply with 
direction is 
an offence. 

Forestry Fund. 

PART 6 - PROTECTION FROM FIRE 

24. 

25. 

26. 

No person shall on any rural land light or 
maintain any fire or leave any fire burning 
or permit any fir!; to be lit or maintained 
or left burnIng 80 as to create a liklihood 
of damEige to land or any property. 

Where a fire is burning en any rural land 
t-il1d a. forest off1cer I poliGsman or public 
off:tcer is of the opinJ.on that such fire is 
11kely to cause daJ!lage to any other land 
or property he Clay direct any person who has 
LXt or maintained such fire to immediately 
take all reasonable steps to extinguish 
such fire, 

A person Who fails to comply with a direction 
under section 25 commits aTl offence. 

PART 7 - FINANCIAL 

27. (1) There shall be a fund to be called the 
Forestry FW1d \,rhicl1 shall be kept by the 
Treasury. 

(2 ) In each financial year there shall be paid 
out of the Revenue' Fund into the Fund 1-

(a) & sum equivalent to the gross amount 
received by the Director -

as repa.ylllent.s under forest 
plantetien agreements; and 

(ii) as r(~forestation charges; and 

l .~ .J ~ )' 
\.L....l...J.. as penalties under section 18; 

••• /10. 
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(b) auch othet'lDoneye aB Parliament may 
apprOpr1ateto the. FUnd; and 

(c' IUch other mon&ya as may be granted 
to the Govenunent of Vanuatu for the 
purposes of this Act. 

(,) The moneys in the Fund shall be used for .-

(8) 

(b) 

the establishment and ·mainf;enance of 
forest plantations \.ll'lder forest 
plantation agreements; and 

other afforestation and reforestation 
works. 

28. (1) There shall be a reforestation charge 
peyable on all timber out during the course 
of utilisation operations. 

(2) Th~ reforestation charge provided for in 
subsection (1) shall be suoh percentage of 
the market value at stump of the timber cut. 
sold or utilised as !!lay be prescribed. 

(3) The market value at stump shall be uaessed 
by the Director, 

PART e - GENERAL Mm TRANSITIOij,ty. 

Power to require 29. 
pl'04\lction of 

Any holder of a timber lieence Who When so 
required by a forest officer or by .... -Il" 
member of the Police Force tails without 
lawful excuse to froduce such licenoe 
with1n 11 rellsonab ... e time eOlDDlits an offence. 

timber licence. 

'0 •• 1"8 of 
entry of 
to"utry 
oft1~.rs. 

'0. (1) Every !crest officer together with INch 
oth1'!r persons, vehioles and equipment as 
he considers necessary may enter at any 
time into and. upon any bul1ding or land 
for the purposes of r-

(a) carrying out any work orexerc1sing any 
power or making any inspection autfiorlsed 
to be carried out, exeroiaed or mad8 by 
a forest officer under this Act; 

(b) ascertaining Wether the provialons of 
this Act with r.espect to the prevention 
or extingui~ ot tires are being 
complied with; or 

(0) taking or directing to be taken all 
lawful steps for preventing or 
extinguiehing tires. 

• •• /11. 
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Assaul ting etc. 
forest officers 
to be an oUenca. 

aeneral penalty 
for offences. 

(2) 

32. 

Except fot' the purposes llH'm.tionea. in 
paragraph!! (b) and (G) of subsect:!.on (1) 
no forest officer iO.htall anter any pramise.s 
used: excluBively aI'S !} dwelling nouaG 
W{ +h"u+ t'"o "onft-~" ,,<, "h" o~~u ... < n~ ~ .... ~..... .... J.l.~' ~J ~'C~.\.l..' 'o,J!.... l.t~ ,0;;:; " ... "" -I;' ....... J,. oQ 

Any peraO!l 1~'hO aes0.ul ts t obetructa or 
threatens any f'oreflt Qfrioer in the 
eXGcui:icn of hie duty coromi ts an offence. 

Any person gull ty of an. oUenc€! !&sainst 
this Act toX' which no penalty is expressly 
imposed shall bo liable to a fine of 
v~ 100.000 or to imprisonment tor Ii!. term 
not exceeding six months or to bo~~ such 
fine and imprisonment. 

Power of 33. (1) A forest officer m~y require any person to 
five hie name IUld address: who he reasonably 
llIuspects ~f having cOillllli tted an o:ffence 
against thtl'l A.ct and if any person BO requirttd 
fails to give him name and address or gives 

forelilt officers 
to require 
persons to give 
name and address. 

Orders. 

a name and addresro Vlhich the off:tcer hall 
reason to believe 1 f] false he IDay arrest such 
person without Wl.!.rZ'lilot. 

(2) The provisions of 3ec.:t.ton 17 of the Criminal 
P " ('. r.. .. ·"' .... 1 '" 198'" roceo .. ure ~')ae "";:" ". '" 0.... , .. J~ or .~ny 
provisions repllJl..oing th8ro shall apply 'co the 
dlt'lpO(';Gl (if: a:ny person e.1"filstea in accordance 
wi th su.bsection. (1). 

34. (1) The Minist .. r may m:1ko fjrd0N~ providing for 
th.e proper msnaeement~ dev'i11cpaent and 
utilisat.ion of ttl) foreot resources 01. 
VanlJJatu an.d otherwise fel' the implementation 
of .the purposes of this Aot. 

(2. ) Withol,l,t d.e:ros~ting from the generality of 
subsection (1). the Mlnister may in such 
order.s provide for ,-

(a) R.ules for the naming, inspElct10n and 
grad1n~ of timber for local use and 
export; 

(b) 

( ,.. , 
\ ''''' I' 

( . \ 0.; 

A uniform !llEi'tthod of me$.sureme:nt of 
round a.no, I:l@.wti timber: 

The perc@ntlilg'!? of tIle market value at 
stum.p of sny t.tm'b~t' cut to be paid 
by way or re:\oreete,tion charge; 

The brlAntil!! 'to be 1l3!'>d by fO:!"f}fJt 
off1J.)er~ tOl' Dl"'J,i\nding timber.,; 
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The returns to be furn1.shed by 
sawmillers; 

The protection of valuable. species of 
trees including the forbidding of the 
cutting down of specific trees or 
species of tree with or without 
consents; 

The banning of or control of the 
import or export of logs or timber; 

Anything that may be prescribed under 
this Act; 

Penalties not exceeding 50.000 VT for 
breaches of any orders. 

35. (1) Without prejudice to the other provisions 
of this Act any person who on the coming 
into force of this Act is 1-

36. 

37. 

(a) carrying on utilisation operations 
with or without a licence granted 
under the Joint Forestry Regulation 
N° 30 of 1964; or 

(b). who is a party to an agreement giving 
him a right to carry out utilisation 
operations, 

may apply within three months of the 
commencement of this Act for a timber 
licence. 

(2) Any person to whom subsection (1) applies 
who carries on utilisation operations more 
than three months after the commencement 
of this Act without having obtained a 
timber licence shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3) Any agreement referred to in subsection (1) 
shall cease to have legal effect if no 
lic~nce has been obtained in respect of the 
operations provided for in the agreement 
within the period provided for in that 
subsection. 

The Joint Forestry Regulation N° 3~ of 
1964 is repealed. 

This Act shall come into force on such day 
as the Minister shall declare by Order 
published in the Gazette. 
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REPUBLIOUE DE VANUATU 

Lor N° 14DE 1982 SUR LA SYLVICULTURE 

Promulguee : 2.6.1982 
Entree en vigueur: 26.7.1982 

Definitions. 

relatif au developpement et au contrale des activites forestieres 
et autres questions connexes. 

Le president de la Republique et· le Parlementpromulguent le texte 
suivant ; 

TITRE 

1 • 

- DISPOSITIONS PRELIMINAIRES 

Dans la presente loi, SOUs reserve du contexte; 

"activites d'exploitation" designe l'abattage des arbres destines 
a la vente en billes, au sciage, a la taille de copeaux, a la 
fabrication d'agglomeres ainsi que toute autre activite d'exploi
tation declaree telle en application des dispositions du present 
texte ; 

"activites de defrichage" designe l'abattage des arbres ou le 
debroussage de la vegetation naturelle; 

"agent forestier" designe l'ingenieur fore stier et tout agent, 
forestier ou autre, executant les fonctions incombant a un agent 
forestier en vertu du present texte ; 

"arbre" comprend tout arbre, palmier, arbrisseau, buisson. arbuste, 
semis et rejet de toute sorte et de tout age ; 

"directeur" designe le directeur de l'Agriculture ou toute autre 
per sonne que le Ministre peut nommer en cette qualite aux fins 
d'application de la presente loi ; 

"Fonds" designe le fonds forestier 

"proprietaire", par reference it une terre, comprend un groupe 
de proprietaires, une ou plusieurs personnes detenant un droit 
coutumier de jouissance exclusive ainsi que toute'association, 
societe,cooperative ou autre corps constitue representant ledit 
groupe de proprietaires ou de personnes ; 

"riviere" designe tout cours d'eau pouvant me surer plus de cinquan
te centimetres de large en un quelconque point ; 

"scierie" comprend toute scierie volante et tout autre equipement 
utilise pour le sciage du bois dans sa longueur ; 

"zone rurale" designe toute terre situee hors du perimetre communa 

TITRE 2 - ADMINISTRATION 

Responsabilites 2. 1) Le directeur est responsable de la saine gestion et du developpe
ment des ressources forestieres vanuatuanes. incombant au direc

teur et pouvoir de 
delegation. 

...f ... 2 



Prestation de 
servicespal' Ie 
directeur; 

Contrat de 
boisement. 

3. 

- 2 -

2) Le directeur peut, par delegation ec~te, babiliter tout 
agent forestier a exercer les pouvoirs et fonctions lui incom
bant en vertu du present texte, a l'exception de cellX cOnferes 
au parae.raphe 2) de 1 'article " e,; a l'article 17. 

Le directeur peut, contre versement d'une cormnission raisonna
ble, offrir dts services d'abattage, de sciage ou de tout 
autre faconnage du boj,s provenanl del:\ plantations. 

TITRE 3 - CONTBATS DE BOISEMENT 

4. 1) L'Etat peut passer des contrats de boisement avec tout propri-
etaire dans Ie but de l'aider a boiser ses terres. 

2) Le directeur peut signer les contrats de boisement pour Ie 
compte de l'Etat. 

3) Dans tout contrat de boisement doivent ngurer : 

a) des renseignements suffisa.'11l3 pour pennettre d'identifier 
1a terre a boiser' i 

b) un plan de gestion fonciere relatif au boisement entrepris 
qui doit faire etat : 

i) des essences plantees ; 

ii) des mesures adoptees pour la const.it,ution et la. conser
vation de la f'oret ; 

iii) de la mesu.~e dans laQUelle paturage et activites agricola!! 
seront autorises sur 1a terre boises ; 

iv) des r,·esure.s priaes pour la protection des liellX situes 
sur la terre Doi .. sEc reputes sacres au ayant une itopor
tance nationale au culturelle 

ledit plan V!ut etr-e l"evise tous 1es c,inq ans par Ie direc
teur j 

c) des engagements aux fins sUivantes de la part du proprie
taire de la terre : 

i) 11 doH permettre aux agents forestiers de faire planter 
sur la. terre visee all contrat de boisement les essences 
specifiees au plan de gestion f'orestiere ; 

ii) i1 doit effectuer sur La terre tous trav~ux que Ie direc
teur peut ordonner dans 113 but de favoriser la croissance 
des arbres ou d'assurer leur conservation; 

iii) H ne doit lOller ou ceder ni la t.erre, ni les arbres, ni 
abattre ceux-c:L .sans Ie consentement ecrU pr6alable du 
directeur ; . 

iv) en cas de destruction accidentelle aurvenue a un lIlC1I!l6nt 
quelconque a tout ou partie de la. foret, 11 doi t autcriser 
Ie directeul' a la repeupler ou a la remettre en etat ; 

. v) 11 doit affecteY.' les recettes des ventes de bois abattu 
sur la terre boisee au remboursement des· saumes avancmlf] 
par l'Etal ;iu titY'e de la. constitutionet de llentretien 
dela foret/et au paiement des drci ts de reboisement • 

.. . . /." . 3 



Releve des 5. 
OOIllOOS engagees 
par l'Etat au 
~itre des contmts 
de boisement. 

Affectations 6. 
prioritaires 
des revenus 
provenant des 
coupes. 

Defaut de paie
ments prevus aux 

. contrats de 
boisement. 

Identite des 8. 
proprietaires cou
tumiers etablie 
par l'Etat. 

';3 -

Le direct.sur doit faire cenir registrs de toutesles SO!lllll3,~ 
engagees par 1 'Etat au tltr,c:d' ehaqu,,~ eontrat de boisernent 
un etat detailledes rnontantEJ '"sleves, signe par Ie directeu 
attest.e, jusqu'a p,.'euv" dl: ee, ;Taire, 1 'exactitude des men\.;.""" 
y figur'ant. 

1) En cas de vente de bois e1:>attu sur une terre boisee en vertu 
de Particle 4, les recettes des ventes sont affectees 

a) premierement, au paiement des droits de reboisement 

b) deuxiemement, au reroboursement des SOllITles engagees par 
l'Etat dans la port.ion de 1a foret ou a ete abattu Ie boi;; 
vendu. 

2) Les bois abattu est. l'ePUte vendu lors nfue quill est utilise a 
des fins personnelles par Ie proprietaire qui est alors tenu 
d'acquitter les paiements mentionnes aux aEneas a) et b) du 
paragraphe 1). La montant exigible au ti tl'e de ce paragrspl1c 
ne peut exceder Ie valeur' ,:,arch,Finde sur' pied du bois utilis'!" 

Lorsque 1e proprietaire d 'une terre faisant l'objet d'un cont,.,,;. 
de boisement n'acquitte pas un paiement stipule audit conk::.: 
contrevient aux dispositions prev<.Ies ou ne se confonne pas i: 
Bes engagements, la totalite des sommes dues it l'Etat en Ve""'.U 

des clauses contratuellet' deviennent il1!mectia.tement exig1blss 
et peuvent etre recouvrees pal" l'Et-at. 

L'Etat ne peut passer auom contrat de boisement sans avoir 
etabli avec cet"t.it.ude qu,~ 1 '3,,\;1'0 partie contractante repd 
sente d'fectivernent les propr.ietaires. 

mAE 4 - ACTIVlTES D'EXPLOITATIO!', 

Pennis d'ex
ploiter. 

Derogation. 

9. 1) Sous resel"'ve de l'article 10, nul ne peut se livrer a des 

10. 

acti vitee d' exploi t-:ltion sans avoir obtenu au prealable un 
penni,s d' exploiter. 

2) Commet. une tnfraction tout-e personne contrevenant awe dispO:l:l
tiona du paragraphe 1). 

1) Une personne qui aoot des 8.l'bres sur sa propre terre pour son 
usage personnel n'est pas tenu d'obtenir lm pennis d'exploitc;:' 

2) Sur requete ecrite lui et.ent adreasee en la fonne pre serite , 
Ie directeur peut exempter certaines activites d'exploitation 
de 1 'application des di.spositions du present Titre a'11 est-fmc 
que ni l'iroportance de ces activites ni leur incidence sur 
les interets nationaux ne justifient qu 'elles soient SOumiStlE, 
a l'effet desdites diapositions. 

3) Le directeur fhe la duree de vaLLdite des derogations accocdee 
au ti tre du paragraphe 2); 

.,.~/ ••• 4 



Contrats regis
sant les activit
tes dlexploita
tion. 

Octroi des 
permis dlexploi
tel'. 

Cession des 
permis d'exploi
tel'. 

Garantie 000-
caire. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 
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1) Toute personne souhaitant presenter ur.e demande de parmis 
dlexploiter sur une terre d~nt el1e n'est pas proprietaire 
doit, au prealable, passer' .un contrat ecrit avec les represen
tants dGmentautorises des proprietaires. Ledit contrat est 
rectige; dans une langue agreee d'accord partie et doit etre 
etabli en la forme prescrite ; 11 n'est pas soumis a l'effet 
des articles 6 et 7du Reglement nO 31 de 1980 relatif a la 
refonne fonciere ou de toute dispositio!l(les remplacant. 

2) Les contrats (lont soumis au directeur dans les trente jours 
qui sUivent leur signature et ne sont approuves que si le 
directeur est fonde a croire qulils se conforment aux disposi
tions du paragraphe 1) et qu'ils protegent efficacement les 
interets du proprietaire de la tel'l:'(~ ; tout contrat non approuv€ 
est nul at nOll avenu. 

3) Le directeur tient un registre de tous les contrats approuves 
confonnement au paragraphe 2), 

4) Le non-renouvellement a 1.' expiration du penris d' exploi tel' 
emporte la caducite du contrat apPl'ouve conformement au para
graphe 2). 

5) Les demande3 de permis d'exploiter sont adressees au directeur, 
par ecrit ct en Is forme prescrite,et sont accompagnees, chaque 
fois qu' 11 co)~vient. d 'un exemplaire du contrat passe entre 
le demandeUl" et 1e propr'itit..alre de la terre. 

1) Le directeur [)But octroyer et t"enouveler tout permis d' exploi tel 

2) L'octroi d'u':). pernrls d'exploitel' est soumis au paiement des 
droits de roboisen~,"nt ainsi que de tout autre droit oufraie 
que le directeur peut fiXe,' apree appr'Obation du Ministre. 

3) Tout penmis d'e~ploiter : 

a) est v?.lide pour la periode fixee au permis. qui ne pau t 
toutefois exceder 10 ems i 

b) est soumis aux cond.itions gtfmerales pouva:nt etre prescrites 
ainsi qu' a toutes autres conditions pC' .'ticulieres que 1e 
directeur' peut L~poser. 

Toute cession d'un parmis d'exploiter requiert l'autorisation 
ecrite du directeur. 

1) L'octroi de tout permi,,) d'exploitsr est soumis a la constitu
tion et au maintien .• de la part de l'exploitant, d',me gaJ:'2J1tie 
bancaire destine" a garantir Ie respect des conditions men
tionnees au perm).s. 

2) Les garantieB bancaires constituees conforrnement all present 
article sont soumises aux modalites reglementaires ; elles sont 
constHuees pour un montant que 110 directeur juge acceptable 
et qui ne pent etre inferieur au total, eva1ue par ce dernier, 
des droits et autres f::'ais payab1es par 1 'exploitant durant 
la premier'6 anl,ee d' acti.vi tes prevues au permis • 

.... /.,~5 



Non-observation 23. Coimnet une infraction toute personne qui contrevient aux\ 
dispositions d'un arrete pris en application de l'article 21 
ou d'une decision rendue en vertu de l'article 22. 

des arretes pris 
en application de 
l'article 21 ou des 
decisions rendues 
en vertu de l'ar-
ticle 22. 

Interdiction 
d 'allumer des 
feux en zone ru
rale • 

Pouvoir d'or
donner l'ex
tinction des 
feux allumes en 
zcne rurale. 

Inobservation des 
instructions. 

Fonds forestier • 

TITRE 6 - PROTECTION CO~ITRE L'INCENDIE 
24. Nul ne peut allumer, entretenir ou abandonner un feu en zone 

rurale, ni pennettre qu'H le soit, si un tel feu est suscep
tible d'endommager La terre ou tout autre bien. 

25. 

26. 

TITRE 

27. 

Lorsqu'un agent forestier, un agent de police ou tout autre 
agent de l'Etat estime qu'un feu brulant en zone rurale est 
susceptible d'endommager toute terre ou bien, il peut ordon
ner a la per'sonne qui 1 'a allume ou qui 1 'entretient de prendre 
sur le champ toutes mesures raisonnables afin de l'eteindre. 

Commet une infraction toute personne qui ne SOl confonne pas 
aux instructions donnees en application de l'article 24. 

7 - DISPOSITIONS QNANCIERS3. 
1) 11 est cree un fonds appele fonds forestier qu], est gere 

par le Tl:'esOJ:'. 

2) Lors de chaque exerc:Lce financLer, Ies fonds sUl-vants sont 
transfeN';S du compte general du Tt'esor au fonds forestier : 
a) une somme equivalente au montant total percu par 1e direc

teur au ti tl""e : 

i) des l'embOIIl'sementsstipules aux contrats de boisement, 
U) de~.1 droit,9 de reboisement et 
i.E) des amendes et pe.nalite,9 imposees Conformement a l'ar

ticle 18 ; 

b) tous autres credits que 1e Parlement peut affecter au Fonds, 
et 

c) toutes autres subventions pouvant etre octroyees a l'Etat 
vanuat.uan aux fi.ne de .1"ealisation des objectifs vises a la 
presente 10i. 

3) Le Fonds est utilise aux fins su],vantes 
a) constitution et entretJ.en des foreta conformement aux con

trats de boisement et 
b) tous autres travaux de boisement et de reboisement. 



Droits de 
reboisement. 

Pouvoir d'exi
ger la presenta
tion du pel'!llis 
d'exploiter. 

Droit d'entree 
des agents fo
restiers. 

28. 
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1) Il est per~u de$ dI'oHs cje reboisement pour tout bois abattu 
lors des activites d'exploitation. . 

2) Le montant des droits vises au paragraphs 1) est fixe regle
mentajrement en pourcentage dela valeur marchande sur pied 
du bois abattu, vendu ou utilise. 

3) La valeur march<mde SUi- pied est estimee par le directeur. 

TITRE 8 - DISPOSITIONS GE~~RALES ET TRM~SITOIP£~ 
29. Commet une infracUon tout exploitant qui, sans motif valable, 

ne presente pas son permis dans un delairaisonnable a tout 
agent f'orestier ou membre du corps de police lui en faisant 

30. 

la demande. 

1) Un agent forestier, accompagne de toutes autres personnes, peut 
penetrer a tout moment, avec les vehicules eu equipement qu' L\. 
estime necessaires, dans tout batiment ou sur toute terre 
pour ; 

a) effectuer tous traVdux, exercer tout pouvoir ou entreprendre 
toute inspecUon relevant de sa competence confonnement 
aux dispositions du present texte, 

b) s'assurer que les dispositions du present texte en matiere 
de prevention des incendies sont respectees, ou 

c) prendre ou ordonner toute mesure legale visant a la preven
tion. des incendies. 

2) Sauf dans los cas prevue aUlI: alineas b) et c) du paragraphe 1), 
un agent forestier.' ne pout penetrer dans des locaux a usage 
exclusivement residentielsans 1e consentement de leur occupant 

Voiee de fait 31. (;emmet une infraction tOtlte personne qui commet des voies de 
fait sur 1a personna d'un agent forestier, le menace ou l'em
peche d'executer ses fonctions. 

sur la personne 
dee agents 
foreetiers. 

Peines. 32. 

Declaration 33. 
ebl~gatoire d'iden-
titla et de domicile. 

Toute personne declaree coupable d'une infraction aux disposi
tions du present texte, pour laquelle aucune peine n'est ex
pressement prevue, est passible d'une amende de .100.000 vatu 
au d'une peine d'emprisonnement n'excooant pas 6 mois ou des 
2 peines a 1a fois. 

1) Un agent forestier' peut exiger de toute personne qu' elle decli
ne s€,s nom at actresse s' il 1a soup<;;onne d t avoir cormnis \lIle 
infraction <lUX dlsposit:Lons du present texte i il peut ar~eter 
sans manda t toute personna refusant de s I executer ou cOllllluni-
qtk'111t ,m nom et une adresse qu' il soupyonne etre faux. . 



Arretes d'ap
plication. 

Dispositions 
transitoires. 

34. 

35. 
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2) Lea dispositions del'article 17 de 1a loi n"21 de 1981 
portant code de procedure penale ou toutes autres disposj.
hons les rernpla<;;ant sont applicab1es a la personne 
arretee conformement au paragraphe 1). 

1) Le t~nistre peut prendre tout arrete relatif a la saine 
gestion, au developpement et a l'exploitaUon des ressour
ces forestieres vanuatuanes et visant, d'Wle fat;on gene
ra1e, a la mise en oeuvre des objets du present texte. 

2) Sans prejudice du caractere general du paragraphe 1), le 
Ministre peut prendre des arretes relatifs 

a) aux regJ.es applicables en matiere d 'appellation , d'ins
pection et de classification du bois destine a l'usage 
local et a l'exportation ; 

b) a l'institution d'une methode standard de mesure du boiS 
scie et non equarr'i i 

c) au pourcentage de 1a valeur' marchande sur pied du bois 
abattu/ exigible au titrf~ des draits de reboisement·;· 

d) aux marques utilisees par les agents forestier6 pour Ie 
martolage du bois ; 

e) aux rappof'ts d'activites devant etre soumis par les pro
pri etaires d" scjerie ; 

f) a la pI'otection des essences de valeur. y compris 1'in
terdiction Q'abattre certains arbres ou essences, avec 
ou sans autor~i.sation ;. 

g) a l'intordiction ou au controle de l'importation et de 
l'eXpol'tation de billes ou de bois ; 

h) 11 tout ce qui peut etre prescrit conformement au present 
texte ; 

i) a des amendes n'excedant pas 50.000 vatu pour 1a non
observation des dispositions de tout arrete. 

1) Sans prejudice des autres dispositions du present texte, 
toute personne qui, il la date d' entree en vigueul:' de la 
presente loi : 

a} exerce des activites d'exploitation, avec ou sans le 
perm:Ls octroye conformement au Reglement Conjoint 0°30 
de 1964, au 

b) est partie a un contrat lui donnant le droit d'exercer 
des activHes d'explo:itation 

peut, dans las trois mob suivant la date d'entree en vi
gueur du present texte, presenter une demande de~nnis 
d'explotter. 

",,/,.,10 
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Abrogation. 

Eiltree en 
vigueur. 

36. 

37. 
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2) Sa rend coupable d'une infraction tout.€: pel' sonne visee 
au paragraphe 1) qui pOUl'sui.t ses activites d 'exploitation 
troi,s mois apres la date d' ~'ntree en vigueUl" du present 
texte sans avoir obtenu de permis,d'exploiter. 

3) Las acti vi.tes exercees dang .1e cadre de tout contra t vise 
au paragraphe 1) doivent faire l'objet d'un permis d'ex
ploiter dans les trois moia qui, suivent l'entree en viguel1r 
du present texte ; la non...obtention du permis emporte 
la caducite du contrat. 

La Reglement Conjoint n030 de 1964 est abrose. 

La presente 10i entrere en v1gueur au jour fixe par 
arrete ministeriel publie au Journal officiel. 



REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU 

ARRETE N°.2bDE 1982 SUR LA LOI SUR LA SYLVICULTURE (ENTREE EN VIGUEUR) 

Rendant executoire la loi nO 14 de 1982 sur la Sylviculture. 

LE MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES FONCIERES ET DES RESSOURCES NATURELLES 

VU l'article 37 de la loi nO 14 de 1982 sur la Sylviculture, 

ARRETE 

La loi nO 14 de 1982 sur la Sylviculture entrera en vigueur le jour 

de sa publication au Journal officiel. 

FAIT a Port-Vila le \3, Juillet 1982. 

S.J. REGENVANU 

Ministre des Affaires foncieres et 

des Ressources naturelles. 



REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

The Cocoa (Luganville Appeal Committee) 
Order No.!l.' Of 1982 

To constitute a Cocoa Appeal Committee based in Luganville, 
Santo under the provisions of the Cocoa Act No. 26 of 1981. 

IN EXERCISE of the power contained in section 16 of the 
Cocoa Act No. 26 of 1981, I hereby make the following Order:-

1. That a Luganville Cocoa Appeal Committee is hereby 
constituted and the following named persons are 
appointed to the respective designated offices : 

Martin George Adam - Chairman 
Harold Stephen - Alternate Chairman 
Shadrack Shem - Member 
Ucu Nacoza Lelemoli - Alternate Member 
Norman Erica - l<lember 
Geom Tyna - Alt"cnate Member 

2. This Order shall come into force on the day of its 
publication in the Gazette. 

MADE at Port Vila this 13.;z:;( day of July, 1982. 



REPUBLIQPE DE VANUATU 

ARRETE N°~l DE 1982 
SUR LE CACAO (COMMISSION Q'APPEL DE LUGANVILLE) 

Instituant une Commission d'Appel du cacao basee a Luganville, 

ile de Santo, en vertu des dispositions de la loi nO 26 de 1981 
sur le cacao. 

LE MIN ISTRE DES AFFAIRES FONCIERES ET DES RESSOURCES NATURELLES 

VU l'article 16 de la loi nO 26 de 1981 sur le cacao, 

A R RET E 

11 est institue par les presentes 

-1' 

1 . Une Cormnission d' Appel de cacao basee a Luganville et les personnes 

dont les noms suivent sont normnees aux charges respectives 

Martin George Adam - President 

Harold Stephen - President suppleant 
Shadrack Shem - Membre 
Ucu Nacoza Lelemoli - Membre suppleant 

Norman Erica - Membre 
Geom Tyna - Membre suppleant .. 

2. Le present Arrete entrera en vigueur le jour de sa publication au 

Journal officiel. 

FAIT a Port-Vila le 13 juillet 1982. 

Sethy J.Regenvanu 

Ministre des Affaires foncieres et des 

llessources naturelles. 



REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

The Alienated Land (Commencement) Order No. ~a Of 1982 

To bring into force the Alienated Land Act No. 12 of 1982. 

IN EXERCISE of the power contained in section 29 of the 
Alienated Land Act No. 12 of 1982, I hereby make the 

following Order :-

The Alienated Land Act No. 12 of 1982 shall come 
into force on the 1st day of August 1982. 

MADE at Port Vila this 21st day of July, 1982. 

~fc~ANU 
Minister of Land and 

Natural Resources 

\ 



REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU 

ARRETE N°~~DE 1982 SUR LES TERRES ALIENEES (ENTREE EN VIGUEUR) 

Rendant executoire la loi nO 12 de 1982 sur les Terres alienees. 

LE MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES FONCIERES 

VU l'article 29 de la loi nO 12 de 1982 sur les Terres alienees, 

A R RET E : 

La loi nO 12 de 1982 sur les Terres alienees entrera envigueur le 

ler aout 1982. 

FAIT a Port-Vila le 21 Juillet 1982. 

S.J. REGENVANU 
Ministre des Affaires foncieres et 

des Ressources naturelles. 
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