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AN AorTO P110VIDE FOR TrE mgUllHSIlMBNT OF A 
COf;.P0P.ATE roDY '1'0 :am KNqWN AS T!8 KIRIBATI 

BED CROS:J SCQIll1l':( AND FOR CONNEQrJilDPURPOSES . 
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1989 

MADE by the Maneaba nl Maungatabu and assented to by the 
1ler.etitenti. 
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1. This Act nfa;y be "ited as the KiribatI Red cross SOciety Aet. 
1989 and Bhal.l come into operation on such date as the .Minister may 
appoint by notice. 

2. In this Act, unle.ss the context otherwise requires. 

"the C01l1!llittee" means the branoh of the British Red Cross Society 
which Was operating inKiri ba.t! immodiately before the 
d.ateon which this Act 'lam.e into opcratiM; 

"SoheduiedConve!ltione" means tho ·convQl1tions speoified in the 
Sobedule to this Act; 

"the Sooiety" means the Kirib.ati llGd. Crcss Society established 
by section 3 of this Act; 

"stn.tutas" means tho sta.tutes made under section 5 of this Act • 
. " '. 

PARr IT w KIRIBATI REDOROSS SOCIEll'Y AND ITS oBnlors 

3(1) Thero is 110rooy established a corporc:l;ion to be oelled tho 
KirilJa.ti Red Oross Sooiety Which sluUl be the sole nation • .! Red 
CrOSe SQciety in Kiribati. 

(2) The SOciety shall be " body corporate with perpetual succesdon 
and n. OOIl~llon seal with power to pure',,,"e, tr.ke, hold and dispose e! 
movable IlXld immovable property, to elder into contracts, to sua and. 
be sued in its corporate nemc and do such other acts as it may 
consider nocess(U'y or expedient for tho purpose of performing its 
functions or a.chieving its objects under this Aot. 
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(3) All assetS and liabilities of tho Committee are hereby 
tmnsferred to, ~Jld shall bo vostod in, thosooioty by virtue of 
this seotion Md without any further f\ssurance and the S0019ty 
ehall hp,ve all the powers nGo<!SSIU'l' to take possession of, 
reOover ~Jld deal wit)· such assets and disoharge such liabilities •. 

(4) All contracts, bonds, deeds and other legAl instruments 
subSisting immediately before the cmy on which t.his Act came ints 
operation to wl)ioh the Oommi ttee il? a party shall be of full foroe 
and effect ngainst or in favour of tho Sooiety and enforoeable as 
fully and effoctwJ.ly as if, instead of tho Ocmmittee, the Society 
had been a party thereto. 

(5)': All offioers and other employees Of tM OODmitt'l'l shall nol.a. 
corresponding appointments ii'lthe SOciety until the SoCiety deoides 
othGrwise. 

(6) Subjeot to the statutes of the Society, all a.ssociates and 
life associates of tho GommitteeBhall become 00 rrespond1ng 
subsoribing mombe:rs and lifo manbe:rs of tho Society. 

4( 1) The govemingbody of the SoCiety $hp..ll be a Council constituted 
in aocord:mco wit.'I th'l Sooiety's ste.tutos made under thiu Aot. 

(-2J-.TheSociGtl'ehall also .. eet"bliah.a..mallag!lll\.cn.tQQ!!l!!l.i ttQ!l 
with "uch duties and pOrlors as may be proscribed under tho statutes 
:referred to in subsection (1) of this llIoction. 

(3) Tha first members of the Cotmcil rClfe:r:red to in subsection 
(1) of this Motion shell be the persons who. immcdi(',tol1 Mfora 
the da.te on Which tIllS Act came into opcr~.tion, wore the executi va 
members of the OOlllll1ittGs. 

5(1) Tho Counoil referred to in subs'Iction (1) of seetion 4 of 
this Aot shAll, within 3 months from tho dnte on which this Acrt 
comes into oporf\tion, draft or frl'JllO !li'ldndopt a. constitl1.tion 
w)lioh shall b~ the statutes for the manngamont of the affairs of 
the SOcietyi'..nd .tho attainment of its objects. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of subseotion (1) of this 
section such oonstitution may provide that -

(a) membership of the SOcioty shall not be withheld from 
My citizen of Kiribati on the ground of sa, race, 
nationality, religion or faith, political opinion or 
ooy oth'lrslmilar eriterial and 

(b) ell members and associates of the Sooiety sh~.ll be 
represented on the Council of tho Society referred. 
to in subseotion (1) of seotion 4 of this Act. 

(3) /. constitution adopted pursua.nt to subseotion (1) of this 
sootion ma,y from time to tim" be altered, added to or repealed by 
the Council !IlJd a new oonstitution mey from time to time be 
adopted in like msnner. 
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'(4) 11. constitution adopted under this sootion need not be 
published by exhibition at tho Public Of rica of the llGro'oHenti 
and accordingly section 17(1) of the Interpretation and General 
Clauses Ordinanoe shall not apply thereto. 

6(1) The objoots of the Socioty shall be -. 

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

(d) 

to furnish volunteer aid to the sick and wounded in 
timo of war and to non-belligerents, prisoners of 
lIar Mel civilians suffering from the effeots of warl 

in timos of catastrophes Md public disastors, to 
provide the viotims thoreof with relief; 

in times of poaoeor War, to oarry on and assist in 
the improvemflnt .. of tho h9'31:\hof mOOlbore of the pubHo, 
the prevention of diseases Md the mitigation of 
suffering in Kiribati and throughout the 'IOrld; 

to promote th" ned Cross YOllth movemont among the 
youth of all raoes; and 

(e) to propagate tho id.Gale om the humanit'''-rien principles 
.'. .. oftho~Red".C'Iloeswith· a· "';.0"····1;0· developing a.·. £"GUng ... ·of .... 

solidarity and mutual undersi:<1.nding among .all peoples 
fUld n~tions. 

(2) In pursUing the objects referred to in subsection (1) 
of this section, the Society shall not.make any adverse distinction 
based on sex, rr.ce, nationality, religion ox falth, polUical 
opinion or ,~y other similar oriteria, and 9h~~1 act at all times 
in acoordanooVlith the Spil:it anelprinciples enshrined in the 
Scheduled Conventions. 

PARr III - STATUS OF THE ltIRIlJ.',TI RED OR03S SOCIIDrY, ElrO. 

7. The Socivty is hereby racognised llythe Govo:rrunon t as a 
voluntary e,id society aUl<iliaryto tli<;l public or Covernmental 
authorities or a£ionoies in Kiribe.ti both for the purposo of the 
Soheduled Convontions and oth.rulec, e.nd mo.y, in confoxmity vlith 
the Schedulod Conventions, usc the heraldiQ emblem of e. rod cross 
on a. whi te baokground. 

8. The indo])cnd<1llt and volunt",ry ne,tu.re of tho Society shall at 
all times be ~Qspected in a.cee rd&lco with the resolution relating 
to N!l.tionel Red Cross SoeietiGs adopted by the General Assembly 
of the Unitod Nntipns on the 19th iJ; . .y .of Novomber, 1946. 

PARr IV - MISCELL.ANEIJUS 

9( 1) No porson, other thlU'l a. person so autllorisodunder the 
Scheduled ConvOlltions, shull usa for MY pnrpose whatsoever MY of 
the follOlving emblems or dOsign"tions -
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(a) the emblem of a rod cross Vlith vertice.l and horizonte.l 
anna of tho SP.JIlO length en, and completely surrounded by, 
a white background, or thG dGsignation "Red ero se" or 
uGeneva Crossl'; 

(b) the omblom of " rad orescent m<1on on, pnd completely 
surrounded by, a white baokground, or tho designation 
"Red Crescent"; 

(0) ~ny design or wording so n&e.rly resembling ooy of the 
embloms or designations referred to in this seotion as 
to' be oap'ihleof b<1ing mistaken for, or, as the C8.se m'W 
be, \mderstood as referring to, IJ.nif one of these emhljllI\s 
or designa.tions. 

10. Ilny person who contravenes "-"Y of the provisions of seotion 9 
of this AO.t oolIl!nits n.n cUence and shall be liable Upon conviction 
to a fine not exceeding $2000.00 or to imprisonment fo:.: a tem not 
exceeding 6 months 0 r to both such fino p..nd im:priSonment. 

11. The Minister may make regule:tions for the purpose of giving 
full effect to .. his Act and for its due administration. 

·····"CHEllULE .. 

1. Geneva. Convention for the .ilnelioration of the Condition 
of tl'lO ~1':lUnded and Sick of Armed Forces in .the !'iald, of 
the 12th August, 1949; 

2. Ganeva Convention for the ,lmelioration of the Condition 
of the Wounded, Sick and Shipwreoked Mombers of .Il.J:med 
Foro;;,g Sot sea, ,,-r the 12th .'\l\gust 1949; 

3. Gonova Conventicn rcla.tivo to the Tron.tment of Prisonors 
of Wa:r, of th" 12th 1l.ugu.st, 1949; 

4. Geneva. C9nvontic.n relative to t.'<e Protection of Civilian 
Persons in time of War, of the 12th .IlUt,"Ust, 1949. 
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TlUs printed impression has been o=fullyoxaminod by me with ' 
the llill which :tasBed the !{,'ll'l0<'lba ni liiaunsdo.bu on 12th December, 
1989 and is fbund by me to be a true e,11d correctly printed copy of 
the sP.id Bill. 

,1 -- to the ~1I>.l1caba trl. 
Ma.Wlge.ta.bu. 

Published by exhibition _ 

(a) at the Publio Office of the 1lersU tent! 
.;2qft.. da¥ of"/J1~c-Iv 1~. 

;:cret:(~~ab1net • 

this 

-(oJ -at the Marrea.ba trl. Maunso.t!lbu this -~ da:y (If HMt.!.. 
19". 

....1ii2..b. 1 Olork to the lIe.nee.ba ni Maungat!J.bu. 
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The mcln objeot of this i.ot is to ineo:J;pOr9.te tho Kiribati 
branch of ·tho British Red Gross Saoiot,r (which has been operating in 
Kiribati .before ruld sin~e indep~ndence as the Kiribati Rcd Cross 
Commi Hoe )1'8 p. corporate body VIi th automqus statu" as a means, 
Olllong other thirigs, 6f gr8:tltingtho Society recognition as Ii. voluntary 
aid society auxiliary to the public authorities of Kiriba.ti, 

2. It is ·the ar<j,e)lt wish "f the oxisting Red CrOS'l Comm:f.tt.ee to 
o.:prr1y to tho I'1ternntional Committee ,of the Red Cross (l.C.R.C .• ) alld 
.9iJnilarinternational bodi<ls forrecognitbn RS a National R'ld Cross 
Society. 

3. When applying for such recognition, however, it will be neces-
sl"'Y tq su1:mit to the IOllO, a copy of the e,ppropriate governmental 
law granting the Society reoognition as a voluntl"'Yaid society as 
1l)~ntioned. in. paragraph ,t, a:bove. ..... . . ,,'" ....,. .. 

4. This .;let therafore seeks ~ 

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

(d) 

in a.edti:)n 3, to establish the Kiribati Red Cross Society 
as e. 'co;r:porate bocJ,y to which shall be transferred all 
assots and li~.bi1ities of tho existing Red Cross 
Committee. All officers p,p,tl otheremployess of the 
Committe" sho.ll also hold oorrosponding appointments 
in the i}~ciety. 

in sections 4 p.nd 5 to, amollg other things, provide for 
the e:st",blishment of !" governing "o.tmcil MliCh shl'.llbe 
tho gOV0lning body of the Sooiety and e. ma"n.gement 
committee, as well as the l'.iloption of a constitution 
whiahshall be tho statutes 0 f the Society; 

in scction 6, to spell out the objects of the So91ety; 

in scctions 7 ~.nd 8, to a.ccord r"'lfornment recognition to 
tho Sooiety e.s ~. voluntA.xy aid socioty auxiliary to 
tho Kiribati public authorities e.n,d assert tha independent 
volQ~tary natura of the SOCi3ty; 

in seotion9, to milke provhinn for the protection of 
the emblems and certain c!esl«Ik,i;iol'ls of the Sooio'\;:I' 
from abuses and their use for unauthqrised p=o.".es; 

in scction 10, to prescribe pcnaHies for the abuses and 
unauthorised useS of tho Sooicty's emblems and designations 
referred to in (e) "bovel and 

:.' 



(g) in section 11, to empc>wer 'ehe l:linister to mc.ke regulations 
:for t!~e purpose of gi"ing full effeot to the Aot and for 
its due p.dminhtmtion. 

Miohael N. TtlknblVobwe 
Attorney Generci1 

I hel'eby oertify my opinio", that the abova Act does not oonflict 
with <UlY provision of tho Consti tution. and roilY pxopexly be ?,ssented 
to by the Be~otitanti. 

Michael N. Ta.lw,bwobvle 
Attorney Geno~al 
14th Deoember 1989. 


