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CHAPTER 9 

CLOSED DISTRICTS 

ARRANGE)Y(ENT OF SECTIONS 

Section 

1. Shon: title 

Interpret3 tion 

3. Power to declare closeQ ' distric~ 

4. Emry in ro closed district prohibited 

5. Licence [0 enter dosed district 

6. R:!vocation of iic:::nc: 

Penal!y for entering witho ut J lice:"!c: 

S. oee ;-: ces by !icensees 

9. Recovery of exper:ses from iicensee 

Pei:a lty for offence 

i 1. ?owe~ to ~Jk ::: reguiJ,tions 
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An Ordinance to provide for the dedaration of closed dist ri cts 

Commencement: Sin December 193 6 
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1973) 
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1. This Ordin~nce may be cite:: as the Closed Districts Ordi- Sho!'1 ,j~e 
nance. 

2. In this Ordinance "licence" means a licence !ITanted under 
the provisions of this Ordli13.nCe and _. li censee" m-eans a person 
holding a licence which has not expired and nas not been revoked. 

3. The ~fi.I1ister may bv notice declare am,' islands, island o r Power to 
. . declare 

part of an island to be a dosed distric:. closed 

4. ~o perso n shall ent~ : a closed district excep[
(a) natives of the closed distric~; 

Ib) government officers o r persons acting unde r the orders of 
the ~1i.."1 is ter in the course of their duty ; 

(c ) iicensees , 

Entry tnto 
c!ose"d district 
prohioited 
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Licence to 
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district 

Revocatio n 
of licence 

Penal ty for 
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without a 
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Offences by 
license!!s 

Recovery of 
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from 
licensee 

Penal ty for 
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make 
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5. The Minister may grant or renew a licence to enter a closed 
district and may if he thinks fit prescribe conditions, which shall 
be endorsed upon the licence, upon which such licence is granted 
or renewed, and may also as a condition precedent to the grant or 
renewal of a licence, require the proposed licensee to furnish 
security either in cash or by bond for the observance of the con
ditions. 

6. (1) Tne Minister may at any time revoke a licence. 

(2) Notice of revocation shall be given in writing to the licen
see and shall be served personally or by registered post. 

(3) Such revocation shall take effect from the date of receipt of 
such notice by the licensee or from such later date as the Minister 
may by such notice prescribe. 

7. Any person entering or being in a closed district without a 
licence or remaining in a closed district after the expiry or revo
cation of his lice nce shall be guilty of an offence and, in addition 
to any other penalty, shall be liable to repay any expenses 
entailed upon the Government by any action taken in connection 
with such offence. 

8. If a licensee commits a breach of the conditions endorsed 
upon his licence or does any act calculated to disturb the peace of 
a closed district or to cause the natives oftha! district to be 
disaffected towards the Government, he shall be guilty of an 
offence and, in addition to any other penalty, shall be liable to 
forfeit any security furnished by him. 

9. The Minister may recover from the licensee any expenditure 
incurred by the Government in rendering him assistance and shall 
be entitled to recover the amount of such expenditure out of any 
security furnished by him. 

10. A person gUil ty of an offence under this Ordinance shall be 
liable on summary conviction to pay a fine of $200 and the costs 
of the prosecution, and in default of payment to imprisonment for 
6 months. 

11. The Minister may make regulations with regard to the fol
lowing matters and generally for the purpose of carrying this 
Ordinance into effect-

(a) the officers or classes of officers by whom, and the manner 
in which, the powers conferred by this Ordinance shall be 
carried out; 
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(b) the fo rm and period of validity of licences; 
(c) ·the conditions under which licences shall be granted; 
(d) the security to be furn ishe d by licensees; 
(e) the fe es to be paid in respect of the grant or renewal of a 

licence. 

SUBSIDIARY LE GISLATION 

Dedaration of d osed districts under section 3 

T he following ;sbnds have been dedared cl osed dis;:ricL<;'-

Oce2n Isiand 

Christmas Isiand. 

Regulations under section 11 

CLOSED DISTRlCIS REGCLATIO;-';S 

1. Tnese Regulations may b¢ cited as the: Ciosed Dis:ri::s Regul:ltions. 

! E very !icer:!ce gr:ln ted under section 5 Sh;l.!J be in [he fOr71 if' rhe Scheduie. 

. ' The Mi:.-:.!s~e:-. or J. pubi ic officer to wl:oG the ' ex::rc;se of the pO\vers 
conferred bv se c~: oI1 5 h :::s bee r. c!ele:!a ted. rna\' orcsc:-ibe the ? e:iod. whidl shall 
be endorsed UCOD :he licence. for which any li~:;:~ce sh,:dl be v;lld :::rher o n gram 
0 :' renewal ur:d.er th:H section bur every su :::~, !ice~=e s:-:::J.J1 !x;J::-:: : ye:Hs afte~r the 
d::ne on whjch it w:;s sO g:-ant!!d or last re:1ew~:i. ::!s th~ C3.Se ~::J.y be . 

4. The Minisr~~. or a pubi!c o ffic e~ to whcr;: ::h~ e:,,:e~:':: se 0:' the powers 
conferred, by section j ' has beende!egatec. ITHl y prescribe 'co:1cirions."which shan 
b~ ::::1jo ~sed U~O:-! i.~:: ;;c::-::::::. ,;pcr. ... "hie:-I ::J. ilce:;c :; :5 g,:);";rc:': .::, r:::n~'Neti under 
th at section. 

1 

SCHEDUL E 
(Regufahon 2) 

L1CE.'lCE TO E:-.TER A CLOSED DIS,RJCT 
(Section 5 of [he Ciosed. Dist:-ias Ordina.'1cc:) 

... ...... ... .. ... .. ... ... .. . .is he reby autho rised to enter 

(name or description o f dosed dis.nc!) 

:. T ills licence shJ!l e;{p ire on 

~OTE: If DO date is entered he re this licence expires: ;rears after the date it 
was gramed or last renewed. 

(S ubsidiary J 

LN. 6175 

LN. 13/75 

L.N. Si/S 

CltJ. tio n 

F OrT:1 or 
!ic~ nce 

?::10d of 
... aiidi tvor 
lice :1Ces 

Co nditio ns 
of licence 
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(Subsidiary] 

L.N. 16{75 

l.N. li/75 
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3. This licence is granted on the following conditions---

Minister 
(or public officer) 

NOTE: The powers of the Minister under sections 5 and 6 respectively have 
in relation to the closed district of Christmas Island been delegated to the 
following officers-

1. Administrative officer in the principal office of the Office of the Chief 
Minister situated at Bairiki on Tarawa; 

2. Administrative officer in charge of the Line Islands; 

3. Secretary to the rvlinistry of Trade and Communications; and 

4. Officer in charge of the principal police station at Christmas Island 
wbenever the adm.inistrative officer in charge of the Line Islands is absent 
from Christmas Island or is fo r any reas;n unable to exercise the said 
powers 

and in relation to the closed district of Ocean Island (0 tbe following officers-

1. Administrative officer in the principal affic: of the Office of the Chief 
Minister situated at Bairiki on Tarawa ; 

2. Administrative officer in' charge of each of the fOllowing districts Of areas

Tarawa 

Northern Gilberts 

Central Gilberts 

Southern Gilberts 

O~an Island; 

3. the holders of the fo llowing offices in the Minisfry of Education, Training 
and CuIture- - . 

Secretary 

Senior Assistant Secretary 

Senior Education Officer; and 

4. the holders of the fo{Jowing offices in the Gilbert Islands Police

Commissioner of Police 

Senior Superintendent 

Superintendent (Headquarters). 
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